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PUBLISHERS’ NOTE 


This the Ninth Work of the Court Memoir 
Series will, it is confidently anticipated, prove to 
be of an interest at least equal to that of any of 
its predecessors These Letters first appeared in 
French, in 1628, just thirteen years after the death 
of their witty and beautiful Authoress, who, 
whether as the wife for many years of the Great 
Henr^^ of France, or on account of her own 
chatms and accomplishments, has always been 
the subject of romantic interest 

The Letters contain many particulars of 
nearly the first half of her life, v.e., up to her 
twenty-ninth year, together with many anecdotes 
hitherto unknown or forgotten, told with a saucy 
vivacit}^ which is charming, and an air vividly 
recalling the sprightly, arch demeanour, and black, 
sparkling eyes of the fair Queen of Navarre. 
There remain, unfortunately, some thirty-four years 
of hei life of which but little is known. She 
died in 1615, aged sixty-three. 

These Letters, however, contain the Secret 
History of the Court of France during the seven- 
teen eventful years 1565-82 They end seven 
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years before the assassination by Clement of 
Henry III, the Queens brother and, conse 
quently, although they relate manj particnlars of 
the early part of the bfe of Henry IV they 
take m no part of his reign 

The events however of the seventeen years 
referred to are of surpassing mterest, including, 
as they do the ^fassacre of Saint Bartholomew 
the formation of the League, the Peace of Sens, 
and on account of the rehgions struggles which 
agitated that period They, besides, afford an 
instmrtive insight into royal bfe at the close 
of the sixteenth century, the modes of travellmg 
then m vogue, manners imd customs of the time, 
and a picturesque account of the crty of Liige 
and its Sovereign Bishop 

As has been already stated these Memoirs 
first appeared in French in 1628 They were, 
thirt> jears later pnnted in London m English 
and were again there translated and published 
m 1813 This last named translation is made 
use of for the present edition 


London, i2ih 1895 



TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE 


The Memoirs, of which a new translation is now 
presented to the pubhc, are the undoubted composition 
of the celebrated Pnncess whose name they bear, the 
contemporary of our Queen Elizabeth , of equal abihties 
with her, but of far unequal fortunes. Both Elizabeth 
and Margaret had been bred in the school of adversity , 
both profited by it, but Elizabeth had the fullest op- 
portunity of displa3nng her acquirements in it Queen 
Ehzabeth met with trials and difficulties m the early 
part of her life, and closed a long and successful reign 
in the happy possession of the goodwill and love of 
her subjects Q ueen Margare t, durmg her whole hfe, 

. experienced little else besides mortification and dis- 
appomtment , she was suspected and hated by both 
Protestants and Catholics, with the latter of whom, 
though, she mvanably jomed m commumon, yet was 
she not in the least mchned to persecute or mjure the 
former. Ehzabeth amused herself with a number of 
smtors, but never submitted to the yoke of matrimony 
Margaret, in comphance with the injunctions of the 
Queen her mother and ICing Charles her brother, 
married Henry, King of Navarre, afterwards Henry 
IV. of France, for whom she had no inclination , and 
this union bemg followed by a mutual indifference and 

h 
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diBHk©, she readily consented to dissolve it soon after 
which event she saw a princess, more fnntfal but leas 
prudent, share the throne of her ancestors, of whom 
she was the only representativo. Elizabeth was polluted 
with the blood of her consm the Queen of Scots, widow 
of Margaret s eldest brother Margaret saved many 
Huguenots from the massacre of Saint Bartholomew's 
Day, and according to Brantome, the life of the 
King her husband whoso name was on the list of the 
proeenbed To dose this parallel, Elizabeth began 
early to govern a kingdom which she ruled through 
the course of her long life with severity yet gloriously, 
and with sacceas. Margaret, after the death of the 
Queen her mother and her brothers, though sole heiress 
of the House of Vakris, was, by the Salic law eatduded 
from all pretensions to the crown of France and 
though for the greater part of her h£e shut up m 
castle, s ur ro un ded by tocks and mountains, she has 
not escaped the shafts of obloquy 

The Translator has added some notes, which give 
an accoimt of such places as are mentioned in the 
Memoirs, taken from the itineraries of the time, but 
pnnapally from the G6cgraphlo Umverselle of 
Vosgien In which regard is had to the new division 
of Franco mto depertraents, as well as to the ancient 
one of prinapalities, archbishoprics, bishoprics gener 
almes, chttelleniea, ballisges, duchies seignories, &c. 

In the compositiou of her Memoirs, Margaret has 
evidently adopted the epistolary form, though the work 
came out of the French Editor s band divided into 
three (as they are styled) books these three books, 
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or letters, the Translator has taken the liberty of sub- 
dividing into twenty-one , and, at the head of each of 
them, he has added a short table of the contents. 
This IS the only liberty he has taken with the original 
Memoirs, the translation itself being as near as the 
present improved state of our language could be brought 
to approach the unpolished strength and masculine 
vigour of the French of the age of Henry IV. 

This translation is styled a new one, because, after 
the Translator had made some progress in it, he found 
these Memoirs had already been made English, and 
prmted, in London, in the year 1656, thirty years 
after the first edition of the French ongmal. This 
translation has the following title “The grand Cabinet 
Counsels unlocked , or, the most faithful Transaction 
of Court Affairs, and Growth and Continuance of the 
Civil Wars in France, dunng the Reigns of Charles 
the last, Henry III. and Henry IV., commonly called 
the Great. Most excellently wntten, in the French 
Tongue, by Margaret de Valois, Sister to the two first 
Kmgs, and Wife of the last. Faithfully translated 
by Robert Codnngton, Master of Arts,” and agam as 
“ Memonals of Court Affairs,” &c., Lond., 1658 

The Memoirs of Queen Margaret contam the secret 
history of the Court of France durmg the space of 
seventeen years, from 1565 to 1582, and they end seven 
years before Henry III., her brother, fell by the hands 
of Clement, the monk, consequently, they take m no 
part of the reign of Henry IV. (as Mr. Codnngton 
has asserted in his title-page), though they relate many 
particulars of the early part of his life. 


b — 2 
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Margaret a Memoirs Inclodo likewise the history 
nearly of the first half of her own life, or until she 
had reached the twenty ninth year of her age and as 
she died m 1616 at the ago of sixty three years, there 
remain thirty four years of her life, of which Uttle is 
known In 1598, when aha was forty five years old, 
her marriage with Henry was dissolved by mutual 
consent she declaring that she had no other wish 
than to give him content and preserve the peace of 
the kingdom making it her request according to 
Brantome, that the King would fiivonr her with his 
protectioa, which, as her letter expresses, she hoped 
to enjoy during the rest of her life. Sully says she 
stipulated only for an establishment and the payment 
of her debts, which were granted- After Henry in 
1610 had fallen a victim to the funous fanatidsm of 
the monk, Ravaillac, she Uved to see the kingdom 
brought into the greatest confuaura by the bad govern 
mant of the Queen R^ont, Mane do Media, who 
suffered herself to be directed by an Italian woman 
she Viaft brought over with her, named Leonora Galhgal 
This woman marrying a Florentine, called Conom, after 
wards rn»Ar, a marshal of France, they jomtly ruled 
the kingdom and became so unpopular that the mar 
»hni -was asaasamated, and the wife, who had been 
qualified with the title of Marchioness dAncre, burnt 
for a witch- This happened about the time of "Mar 
garet s decease. 

It just before been mentioned how little has 
been handed down to these times reopectlng Queen 
Margaret a history The latter part of her life, there 
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1*5 rcn?on to ltclic\e, wa*; wholly parsed at a coii'iidorablc 
distance from Court, m her retirement {*^o it is called, 
thoup:h It appears to ha\e been rather her prison) at 
the castle of Usson. This castle, rendered famous by 
her lone residence m it, has been demolished since the 
year 163}. It was built on a mountain, near a httic 
town of the same name, in that part of rrance called 
Aincrgne, which now constitutes part of the picsent 
Departments of the Uppei Loire and rn}-de-Ddme, 
from a n\cr and mountain so named. These Memoirs 
appear to ha\c been composed in this retreat, Mar- 
garet amused herself likewise, m this solitude, in 
composing verses, and there arc specimens still re- 
maining of her poctrj. These compositions she often 
set to music, and sang them herself, accompanying her 
\oicc with the lute, on which she played to perfection 
Great part of her tunc was spent m the perusal of 
the Bible and books of piety, together with the works 
of the best authors she could procure Brantome 
assures us that Margaret spoke the Latin tongue with 
purity and elegance; and it appears, from her Memoirs, 
that she had read Plutarch with attention. 

jM.argaret has been said to have given in to the 
gallantries to wdiich the Court of France was, during 
her time, but too much addicted ; but, though the 
Translator is obliged to notice it, he is far from being 
inclined to give any credit to a romance entitled, “ Le 
Divorce Sat5'Tique , ou, Ics Amours dc la Rcyne Mar- 
guerite de Valois," which is wntten in the person of 
her husband, and bears on the title-page these initials, 
VIZ , D R H. Q. M. , that is to say, “ du Roi Henri 
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Quatre Man. This work professes to give a relabcm 
of Margaret s conduct during her residence at the castle 
of Usson but It contains so many gross absurdities and 
indecencies that it is undeserving of attention, and ap* 
pears to have been written by some bitter enemy, who 
has assumed the character of her husband to traduce 
her memory * 

Measire Pierre de Bourdeille, Seigneur de Bran 
tome, better known by the namft of Brantome, wrote 
the Memoira of his own He was brought up 

in the Court of France, and hved in it during the 
reigns of Margaret a father and brothers, dying at the 
advanced ago of eighty or eighty four years, but in 
what year is not certainly knowm He has given anec 
dotes* of the life of Margaret, written during her 


X L« Dfrarce SalTrlqoe b w}d !o lur» beta w ri l tofl by 
Lovba McKaraltm de LoniiiM, Prince** of Ccmd. who U llke- 
vbe tba r apcted aotbar of The Amoan of Henry IV ** dL i g uia ed 
QDder the name of Akmnder Sbe wu the danghler of the Duke 
de Gabei. awiwfniied tl Bkib tn 1388 and bom the year her 
father HW. sthfl TTTMrriwtl FniKdi Prince de Cood. and was 
considered nne of the moat Ingenloos and accocopQsbed persons 
belonflng to the F rench Court In the a^ of Tjwli XI LL She 
waa left a widow In 1614 and died In 1631 

a The antbor of the Tabtettea de Franc*, ** and “ Anecdotes 
des Refs da Franca,'* tWnks that Margaret alludes to Biantome a 
Anecdotea in the begtnnhtg of bv first letter where ah* aajs 
**I aboold cqmmeod j r uur work moch mor* were I mjself not ao 
ffloch pialaad in it.** (According to the orlglna] Je Jooerob 
darantage tMt* t eu f je . a! ette no me loccdt tant**) If wo these 
letters were addresaed to Brantome. and not to tbe Baron de b 
Chatalgneraje. as mentioned In the P ref ace to tbe French 
F-d ltlnn. In Letter I (page 9) mimtkn b made of hladame de 
Dampferre. whom Margaret atyles tbe annt of tbe person tbe letter 
b addressed ta She was dsm i'kfituuwr or lady of the bed-chamber 
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before -mentioned retreat, when she was, as he says 
(“ fiUe unique mamtenant restee, de la noble maison de 
France ”), the only survivor of her illustnous house. 
Brantonie praises her excellent beauty in a long stnng 
of laboured hyperboles. Ronsard, the Court poet, has 
done the same m a poem of considerable length, wherein 
he has exhausted the whole of his wit and fancy From 
what they have said, we may collect that Margaret 
was graceful in her person and figure, and remarkably 
happy m her choice of dress and ornaments to set 
herself off to the most advantage ; that her height 
was above the middle size, her shape easy, with that 
due proportion of plumpness which gives an appearance 
of majesty and comehness Her eyes were full, black 
and sparkhng , she had bright, chestnut-coloured hair, 
and a complexion fresh and blooming. Her skin was 
dehcately white, and her neck admirably well formed , 
and this so generally admired beauty the fashion of 
dress, in her time, admitted of being fully displayed 
Such was Queen Margaret, as she is portrayed, 
with the greatest luxunance of colounng, by these 
authors. To her personal charms were added a readi- 

to the Queen of Henry III , and Brantome, speaking of her, calls 
her his aunt Indeed, it is not a matter of any consequence to 
whom these Memoirs were addressed , it is, however, remarkable 
that Louis XIV used the same words to Boileau, after hearing 
him read his celebrated epistle upon the famous Passage of the 
Rhme , and yet Louis was no reader, and is not supposed to have 
adopted them from these Memoirs The thought is, in reality, fine, 
but might easily suggest itself to any other " Cela est beau,” said 
the monarch, “et je vous louerois davantage, si vous m’aviez moms 
lou6 " (The poetry is excellent, and I should praise you more had 
you praised me less ) 
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ness of wit, an ease and gracefulness of speech, and 
great affability and courtesy of manners. This de- 
acnpticin of Queen Maxgaret cannot bo dismissed 
without obaerving, if only for the sake of keeping the 
tishion of the present times with her sex m cormten 
ance, that, though she had hair as has been already 
described, becoming her and suffiaently ornamental m 
Itself, yet she occamonally called in the aid of wigs. 
Brantome a words are ** L artifice de ptrmquts bien 
gentiment fiiQonnfes. * 

I shall conclude thia Preface with a letter from 
Margaret to Brantome the first, bo say», he received 
from her daring her adversity (jd* advtrsiii axe his 
words) being as ho expresses it, &o ambiboos [pri 
xomptnexx) as to have sent to enquire concerning her 
health as she was the daughter and sister of the 
Kings, his masters (D avoir envoye s^avcor do ses 
nouvelles, mais quoy elle estcnt fillw et soeur de mes 
toys.) 

The letter here follows Par la souvenance quo 
vous aver do rooy (qui m a est6 bien moms nonvelle 
qu agitable), je rontinm qua vous aver bien consorvt 

I T jftiM In tbo cUy* of Orld wotw perhrigi- TluU poet HtyB 
to Corinn* — 

None tibl o^idvoe mfttet Genssnis crloe* 
trioiaphjUK mooere geotU erlt. 

{Wigi ilisll from otpdre Ctemany bo *601 
Tb with noh tpon* year head yen omuDcot) 

Thoe, wo may coododa. were flaTiin. that befaij the prermfllDg 
coloorod hair of th» Genaam at thb day The Tranilalor baa 
mat with a further aceenmt of IfaiRaret ■ beaddrm, whkh de- 
tcrit*** her aa ae ariag a Telret bo n oat ornamented with peaiU 
■Tvl dlamoulB, and rnrotounted with a plmoe of foathen. 
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I’afTection qu’a\e2 tousjours cue a nostrc maison, A 
ce pen qui reste cl’un miserable naufragc, qui cn 
quelque estat qu’il puissc cstre, scia tousjours cIisposC 
de \ous scrvii, me sentant bicn hcurcusc que la for- 
tune n’ait pf> efTaccr mon nom do la mcmoire de mcs 
plus anciens amis, comnic \ous estcs J’ay s^eu que, 
comme moi, vous avez choisi la \ue Iranquillc, en la 
quelle j’estimc heurcux qm s’y pcut mamtcmr, comme 
Dieu m’en a fait la grficc dcpuis cinq ans, m’ayant 
log^e en une arche de salut, ou les oragcs de ces 
troubles ne peuvent, Dieu mercy, me nuirc, a la quelle 
s’ll me reste quelque moyen de pouvoir servir a mes 
amis, et a vous particulierement, ^’0us m’y trouverez 
entierement disposfie ct accompagnec d’une bonne 
volonte.” That is to sa) , “ From the attention and 
regard you have shoum me (winch to me appears less 
strange than it is agreeable), I find you still preserv^e 
that attachment you have ever had to my faniilj', in a 
recollection of these poor remains wdiich have escaped 
Its lYTeck Such as I am, you will find me always 
ready to do you serwee, since I am so happy as to 
discover that my fortune has not been able to blot out 
my name from the memory of my oldest fnends, of 
which number you are one. I have heard that, like 
me, you have chosen a life of retirement, which I 
esteem those happy who can enjoy, as God, out of 
His great mercy, has enabled me to do for these last 
five years, having placed me, dunng these times of 
trouble, in an ark of safety, out of the reach, God be 
thanked, of storms. If, m my present situation, I am 
able to serve my fnends, and you more especially, I 
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shall be found entirely disposed to it and with the 
greatest goodwill. 

There is such an air of dignified majesty in the 
foregoing letter and, at the same time, such a spint of 
genmne piety and resignation, that it cannot but give 
an exalted idea of Margaret s character who appears 
superior to ill fortune and great oven m her distress. 
If, as I doubt not, the reader th<nVg the same, I 
not need to make an apology for concl mllng this Profece 
with it 

The following Latin verses, or call them, If you 
please, epigram, are oS the compositian of Barday, or 
BardaiuB author of *Argema, &c. 

Neither has George Buchanan been wanting m 
paying Margaret the tribute of some Latin verses. An 
epigram is to be foimd amongst his Latin poems. See 
p 407, ed. London i 656 See Hlcewiae pp 416 and 430. 
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DE MARGARETA VALESIA, 

NAVARR® REGINA 

O patna, O arces, O dulcia tecta parentum, 

Unde avus, unde pater, tres unde e\ ordine fratres 
Sceptra tulere raei, mene O agnoscitis arces ? 

Ilia ego sum, cm vos cunabula cara dedistis, 

Et patno ingenterA cultu jactastis alumnam , 

Stirpe Deas, et fronte Deas et sidera vultu 
Cum premerem, amborum spes ambitiosa procorum, 
Nunc conjux vidua, et vani cum nomme regni, 
Rupibus e nudis, longique e carcere mentis 
Excedo Sed et hic causas infesta dolendi 
Dispomt fortuna mihi, monstratque colendam 
Quae mihi successit, qmque, ah, de corpore nostro 
Debuit esse puer Nec jam contendere promptum 
Damnavit dudum miseram fecitque nocentem 
Cum tall certasse viro Jam credere divis 
Febcesque sequi juvat, et subsenbere fato 
O dolor ! an potm victos inflectere vultus 
Despectosque orasse viros ? Ne credite, vivam 
Jamdudum pern, jamdudum extmeta supersum , 

Et VIVO, et monor toties , me funere longo 
Nempe mon decuit, quae tot per secula clarum 
Induce tumuhs suprema Valesia nomen 
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ON 

MARGARET DE VALOIS, 

QUEEN OF NAVARRE 

Dear native land ' and you, proud castles I say 
(Where grandsire,i father,^ and three brothers® lay, 
'Who each, in turn, the crown imperial wore). 


I Francie I 
a Henry 11 

3 Francis II , Charles IX and Henry III 
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Me win you own, yonr daagfater vhont yon boro ? 
Me ooce ymr gnalett bout and chief eat pride. 

By Boarboa and Lorraloo,* wfaeo aoQgbt a bride 
Now widowed wKe,* a qceen whhoDt a throne, 

MIdat rocha and motmtaina* wander I alooe. 

Nor yet hath Fortune vented all her aplte. 

But aeta one op,* who now eo3oya my right. 

Points to boy ® who henceforth tlie throoe 

And crown, a aoo of mine dMild caS fait own. 
Batah.alul (or me tie now too late* 

To itrlve gptrvt Fortune and coo tend with Fate 
Of thoee I alighted, can 1 beg mUef ? t 
No " iet me die the vtcdm of my grief. 

And can I then be Joitly aaid to Ure ? 

Dead in eatnte, do I than yet auivlve ? 

Last of the name. I carry to the grave 
All the remaina the Hooae of Valoit have. 


H«B7 Data «<Gel«e, end Baaiy □tagof Nama. 
fl AhoAig ts bet fven* fron Hairy IV 

3 Tbe cntW ot Vmoa. 

4 UecDot, wbotB Henry m rie d ahac Ua dJrerve Cm Uariaret 
3 Juwte ZHU tlM ■oo <aC Hatry ced bla yamu, Uarte de UvdM. 

6 AQa^of to tbe dt&wwKee b e f t U Uarmrvt end Hairy bar Lial e Dd . 
f Tkb ie wld with eDoko to tbe eepoo^llae ttaU ibe wu ruber fax Hao J to 
(mm tbe catt d tbe Dake of Gtden end re)eu Heory for e bnihiMl 
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MEMOIRS 


OF 

MARGARET DE VALOIS 


LETTER I 

INTRODUCTION — ^ANECDOTES OF MARGARET’S INFANCY — 
ENDEAVOURS USED TO CONVERT HER TO THE NEW 
RELIGION — SHE IS CONFIRMED IN CATHOLICISM — THE 
COURT ON A PROGRESS — ^A GRAND FESTIVITY SUDDENLY 
INTERRUPTED — THE CONFUSION IN CONSEQUENCE. 

I SHOULD commend your work much more 
were I myself less praised in it ; but I am un- 
vnllmg to do so, lest my praises should seem 
rather the effect of self-love than to be founded on 
reason and justice. I am fearful that, like Themis- 
tocles, I should appear to admire their eloquence 
the most who are most forward to praise me It 
is the usual frailty of our sex to be fond of flattery. 
I blame this in other women, and should wish 
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not to be chargeable with it myself Yet I con 
fess that I take a pnde m being painted by the 
hand of so able n master, however flattering the 
bkeness may be If I ever were possessed of the 
graces you have assigned to me, trouble and veia 
tion render them no longer visible, and have even 
efiaced them from my own recollection So that 
I view myself in jour Memoirs and say with old 
Madame de Rendan who not having consulted 
her glass since her husband s death on seeing her 
own face m the mirror of another lady, exclaimed, 

* Who is this ? Whatever my friends tell me 
when they see me now I am mdined to think 
proceeds from the parbahty of their affection I 
am sure that you yourselfi when you consider more 
impartially what you have said will be mduced to 
beheve, according to these bnes of du Bellay — 

“ C wt obercbor Romo on Rome, 

Et rieo do Rome en Rome no tr o u ver " 

(Tlfl to ooek Romo, in Romo to go 
And Rome hereelf at Romo not know ) 

But as wo read ivith pleasure the history of the 
Siege of Troy, the magnificence of Athens, and 
other splendid abes, which once flonnshed, but 
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are now so entirely destroyed that scarcely the 
spot whereon they stood can be traced, so you 
please yourself with describing these excellencies 
of beauty which are no more, and which will be 
only discoverable in your writings. 

If you had taken upon you to contrast Nature 
and Fortune, you could not have chosen a happier 
theme upon which to descant, for both have made 
a tnal of their strength on the subject of your 
Memoirs. What Nature did, you had the evidence 
of your own eyes to vouch for, but what was done 
by Fortune, you only know from hearsay , and 
hearsay, I need not teU you, is liable to be in- 
fluenced by Ignorance or malice, and, therefore, not 
to be depended on. You will, for that reason, I 
make no doubt, be pleased to receive these Memoirs 
from the hand which is most interested m the 
truth of them. 

I have been induced to undertake vwiting my 
Memoirs the more from five or six observations 
which I have had occasion to make upon your 
work, as you appear to have been misinformed 
respecting certain particulars. For example, m 
that part where mention is made of Pau, and of 
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my journey m France likewise, there where you 
speak of the late Marshal de Biron, of Agen and 
of the sally of the Marquis de CamiUac from that 
place. 

These Memotra might merit the honourable 
name of history from the truths contamed m them, 
£is I shall prefer truth to embeUisbment In fact, 
to embellish mj story I have neither leisure nor 
abihty I shall, therefore do no more than give a 
simple narration of events irhe> are the labours 
of my evenmgs and come to >ou an unformed 
mass, to receive its shape from your hands, or as 
a chaos on which you have already thrown light 
Mine IB a history most assuredly worth} to come 
from a man of honour one who is a true French 
man, bom of lUostnons parents, brought up m the 
Court of the Kmgs my fether and brothers, alhed 
m blood and friendship to the most tortuous and 
accomplished women of our tunes, of which socie^ 

I have had the good fortune to be the bond of 
union 

I shall begin these Memoirs In the reign of 
Charles IV, and set out with the first remarkable 
event of my life \vhich fell wthin mj remembrance 
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Hereby I follow the example of geographical writers, 
who, having described the places within their know- 
ledge, tell you that all beyond them are sandy deserts, 
countries without inhabitants, or seas never navi- 
gated. Thus I might say all prior to the com- 
mencement of these Memoirs was the barrenness 
of my infancy, when we can only be said to vegetate 
like plants, or live, like brutes, according to instinct, 
and not as human creatures, guided by reason. 
To those who had the direction of my earliest 
years I leave the task of relating the transactions 
of my infancy, if they find them as worthy of being 
recorded as the infantine exploits of Themistocles 
and Alexander; the one exposing himself to be 
trampled on by the horses of a charioteer, ’ who 
would not stop them when requested to do so, 
and the other refusing to run a race unless kings 
were to enter the contest against him. Amongst 
suchlike memorable things might be related the 
answer I made the King father, a short time 
before the fatal accident which deprived France 
of peace, and our family of its chief glor3L I was 
then . about four or five years of age, when the 
King, placing me on his knee, entered familiarly 
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into chat with me. There were, m the same room 
playing and divertmg themselves, the Pnnce of 
Joinville, since the great and nnfortnnate Doke of 
Guise, and the Marquis of Beanpr^an, k)n of the 
Pnnce de la Rocha eur Yon, who died m his 
fourteenth year and by whose death his c<!)uiitry 
lost a youth of most promising talents Amongst 
other discourse the King asked which of the two 
Pnnces that were before me I liked best I 
rephed ‘The Marquis The King said ‘\Vhy 
so ? he 13 not the handsomest The Pnnce of 
Jomville vras feir, with light coloured hair and 
the Marquis de Beauprfeo brown with dark hair 
I answered Because he is the best behaved 
whilst the Pnnce is always makmg mischief, and 
will be master over everybody 

This was a presage of what we have seen 
bapp>en smee when the whole Court was infected 
with heresj about the time of the Conference of 
Poissy It was with great difficulty that I resisted 
and preserved myself from a change of rehgion at 
that time Many ladies and lords belonging to 
Court strove to conv'ert me to Huguenotism The 
Duke of Anjou smee King Henrj III of rnmee. 
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then in his infancy, had been prevailed on to 
change his religion, and he often snatched my 
‘‘Hours” out of my hand, and flung them into 
the fire, giving me Psalm Books and books of 
Huguenot prayers, insisting on my using them. I 
took the first opportunity to give them up to my 
governess, Madame de Curton, whom God, out 
of His mercy to me, caused to continue steadfast 
in the Catholic religion. She frequently took me 
to that pious, good man, the Cardinal de Toumon, 
who gave me good advice, and strengthened me 
m a perseverance in my religion, furnishing me 
with books and chaplets of beads in the room of 
those my brother Anjou took from me and burnt. 

Many of my brother’s most intimate friends had 
resolved on my rum, and rated me severely upon 
my refusal to change, saying it proceeded from a 
childish obstinacy , that if I had the least’ under- 
standing, and would hsten, like other discreet 
persons, to the sermons that were preached, I 
should abjure my uncharitable bigotry, but I was, 
said they, as foolish as my governess. My brother 
Anjou added threats, and said the Queen my mother 
would give orders that I should be whipped. But 
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this he said of his own head, for the Queen my 
mother did not, at that time, know of the errors 
he had embraced As soon as it came to her 
knovrledge she took him to task, and severely 
reprimanded his governors, insisting npon their 
correcting him, and instmcting him in the holy 
and ancient religion of his forefethers from which 
she herself never swerved. When he used those 
menaces, as I have before related, I was a child 
of seven or eight years old, and at that tender 
would reply to him Well, get me whipped if you 
can I will sofFer whipping, and even death, rather 
than be damned 

I could furnish you with many other rephes of 
the hke kmd, which gave proof of the early npeness 
of my judgment and my courage but I shall not 
trouble myself with such researches, choosing rather 
to begm these Memoirs at the time when I resided 
constantly wrth the Queen my mother 

Immedmtelv after the Conference of Poiss), the 
avil wars commenced, and my brother Alen9on 
and myself on account of our youth wer e sent to 
Amboise, whither all the ladies of the codntry 
repaired to us. With them came your aunt. 
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Madame de Dampierre, who entered into a firm 
friendship with me, which was never interrupted 
until her death broke it off There was likewise 
your cousin, the Duchess of Rais, who had the 
good fortune to hear there of the death of her 
brute of a husband, killed at the battle of Dreux. 
The husband I mean was the first she had, named 
M, d’Annebaut, who was unworthy to have for a 
wife so accomplished and charming a woman as 
5mur cousin She and I were not then such 
intimate friends as we have become since, and 
shall ever remain. The reason was that, though 
olden than I, she was yet young, and young girls 
seldom take much notice of children, whereas 
your aunt was of an age when women admire 
their innocence and engaging simplicity. 

I remained at Amboise until the Queen my 
mother was ready to set out on her grand progress, 
at which time she sent for me to come to her 
Court, which I did not quit afterwards 

Of this progress I ^vlll not undertake to give 
you a description, being still so young that, though 
the whole is within my recollection, yet the par- 
ticular passages of it appear to me but as a 
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dream, and are now lost I leave this task to 
others, of nper j'ears, os yon were yourself. Yon 
can well remember the magnificence that was dis 
played everywhere, particnlarly at the baptism of 
my nephew, the Ehike of Lorraine at Bar le Due 
at the meeting of If and Madame of Savoy m 
the aty of Lyons the interview at Bayonne 
betwixt my sister the Queen of Spam the Queen 
my mother and King Charles my brother In 
your account of this interview you would not forget 
to make mention of the noble entertainment given 
by the Queen my mother on on island, with the 
grand dances, and the form of the saloon which 
seemed appropnated by Nature for such a purpose 
It bemg a large meadow m the middle of the island 
m the shape of an oval sorroonded on every side 
by tall spreading trees In this meadow the Queen 
my mother had disposed a circle of niches, each of 
them large enough to contam a table of twelve 
covers. At one end a platform was raised ascended 
by four steps formed of turt Hero Their Majesties 
were seated at a table under a lofty canopy The 
tables were all served by troops of shepherdesses 
dressed in doth of gold and satm after the fashion 
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of the different provinces of France These shep- 
herdesses, during the passage of the superb boats 
from Bayonne to the island, were placed in separate 
' bands, in a meadow on each side of the causewaj^, 
raised with turf, and whilst Their Majesties and the 
company were passing to the great saloon thej^ 
danced. On their passage hy water, the barges 
were followed by other boats, having on board vocal 
and instrumental musicians, habited like Nereids, 
singing and playing the whole time. After landing, 
the shepherdesses I have mentioned before received 
the company in separate troops, with songs and 
dances, after the fashion and accompanied b}^ the 
music of the provinces thej^ represented — the 
Poitenns playing on bagpipes, the Proven9ales on 
the viol and cjTObal , the Burgundians and Cham- 
pagners on the hautboy, bass wol, and tambourine , 
in like manner the Bretons and other provinciahsts. 
After the collation was sensed and the feast at an 
end, a large troop of musicians, habited like satjTS, 
was seen to come out of the opening of a rock, 
well lighted up, whilst nymphs were descending 
from the top m rich habits, ^vho, as thej- came 
down, formed into a grand dance — when, lo ! 
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fortnne no longer fevoormg this bnlliant fesbvaJ, 
a sudden storm of ram came on, and all were glad 
to get off m the boats and maho for town as fast 
as they could The confnsion m consequence of 
this precipitate retreat afforded as much matter to 
laugh at the next day as the splendour of the 
entertainment had excited admiration In short 
the festivity of this day was not forgotten on one 
account or the other amidst the vanety of the 
like nature which succeeded it m the course of 
this progress. 
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LETTER II 

MESSAGE FROM THE DUKE OF ANJOU, AFTERWARDS 
HENRY III., TO KING CHARLES HIS BROTHER AND 

THE QUEEN -MOTHER HER FONDNESS FOR HER 

CHILDREN THEIR INTERVIEW ANJOU’s ELOQUENT 

HARANGUE — THE QUEEN - MOTHER’S CHARACTER DIS- 
COURSE OF THE DUKE OF ANJOU WITH MARGARET 

SHE DISCOVERS HER OWN IMPORTANCE — ENGAGES TO 

SERVE HER BROTHER ANJOU IS IN HIGH FAVOUR 

WITH THE QUEEN -MOTHER. 

At the time my magnanimous brother Charles 
reigned over France, and some few years after our 
return from the grand progress mentioned in my 
last letter, the Huguenots having renewed the 
war, a gentleman, despatched from my brother 
Anjou (afterwards Henry III. of France), came to 
Paris to inform the King and the Queen my 
mother that the Huguenot army was reduced to 
such an extremity that he hoped in a few days 
to force them to give him battle. He added his 
earnest wish for the honour of seeing them at 
Tours before that happened, in case Fortune, 
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envying him the glory he had already achieved at 
so early an age, should on the so much looked 
for day, after the good service he had done his 
rehgion and his King, crown the victory with his 
death, he might not have cause to regret lea^^ng 
this world without the satisfaction of receiving 
their approbation of hia conduct from their own 
mouths a satisfaction which would be more valu 
able m his opmioo than the trophies he bad 
gained by his two former victones 

I leave to your own imagination to suggest 
to jou the impression which such a message 
from a dearly beloved son made on the mind of a 
mother who doted on all her chfldren and was 
always ready to sacnfrce her crwn repose, nay, 
even her hfe for their happiness 

She resolved immediately to off and take 
the King with her She had, besides mj’self her 
usual small companj of female attendants, together 
with Mesdames de Rais and de Sauve. She flew 
on the wngs of maternal affection, and reached 
Tours in three days and a half A journey fit)m 
Pans made \Mth such preapitation, was not un 
attended with acadents and some InconvTruences, 
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of a nature to occasion much mirth and laughter. 
The poor Cardinal de Bourbon, who never quitted 
her, and whose temper of mind, strength of body, 
and habits of life were ill suited to encounter pri- 
vations and hardships, suffered greatly from this 
rapid journe3L 

We found my brother Anjou at Plessis-les- 
Tours, with the principal officers of his army, who 
Wre the flower of the princes and nobles of 
France. In their presence he delivered a harangue 
to the King, giving a detail of his conduct m the 
execution of his charge, beginning from the time 
he left the Court. His discourse was framed with 
so much eloquence, and spoken so gracefully, that 
it was admired by all present. It appeared matter 
of astonishment that a youth of sixteen should 
reason with all the gravity and powers of an 
orator of npe years. The comeliness of his per- 
son, which at aU times pleads powerfully in favour 
of a speaker, was m him set off by the laurels ob- 
tained in two victories. In short,, it was difficult 
to say which most contributed to make him the 
admiration of all his hearers 

It IS equally as impossible for me to describe 
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in words the feelings of m> mother on this occa 
Sion, who loved him above all her children, as it 
was for the painter to represent on canvas the 
gnef of Iphigema s father Such an overflow of 
jo> would have been discoverable m the looks 
and actions of any other woman, bnt she hnd 
her passions so much nnd^ the control of pni 
dence and discretion that there was nothing to 
be perceived in her countenance, or gathered from 
her words, of what ahe felt iQ\vardly m her mind 
She ^vas, indeed a perfect mistress of herself and 
regulated her discourse and her actions by the 
rules of ^7lsdom and sound policy, showing that 
a person of discretion does upon all occasions 
only what is proper to be done. She did not 
amuse herself on this occasion with listening to 
the praises which issued from every mouth and 
sanction them ^Ylth her envn approbation but 
selecting the chief points in the speech relative to 
the future conduct of the war, she laid them be 
fore tbe Pnnees and great lords to bo dehberated 
upon m order to settle a plan of operations 

To arrange such a plan a delaj of some daj's 
was requisite. During this interiTil the Queen my 
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mother, walking in the park with some of the 
Princes, my brother Anjou begged me to take a 
turn or two with him in a retired walk. He then 
addressed me in the following words • “ Dear sis- 
ter, the nearness of blood, as well as our having 
been brought up together, naturally, as thej^ 
ought, attach us to each other. You must already 
have discovered the partiality I have had for you 
above mj^ brothers, and I think I have perceived 
the same in you for me. We have been hitherto 
led to this by nature, without deriving any other 
advantage from it than the sole pleasure of con- 
versing together. So far might be well enough for 
our childhood, but now we are no longer children. 
You know the high situation in which, by the 
favour of God and our good mother the Queen, 
I am here placed. You may be assured that, as 
you are the person in the world whom I love and 
esteem the most, you will always be a partaker 
of my advancement. I know you are not want- 
ing m wit and discretion, and I am sensible 
you have it ip your power to do me service 
with the Queen our mother, and preserve me 
m my present employments. It is a great point 
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obtmned for me, always to stand \vell m her 
favour I am fearful that mj absence may be 
•prejudiaal to that purpose and I must neces- 
sarily be at a distance from Court Whilst I am 
awaj the King my brother is with her, and has 
it m his power to insmoate himself into her good 
graces This I fear m the end, may be of dis- 
service to me. The King my brother is growmg 
older every day He docs not want for courage 
and though he now diverts himself with hunting 
he may grow ambitious, and choose rather to chase 
men than beasts m such a case I most resign to 
him my commission as his heutenant* This would 
prove the greatest mortificatioii that could happen 
to me, and I would even prefer death to iL 
Under such an apprehension I have considered of 
the means of prevention, and see none so feasible 
as having a confidential person about the Queen 
mj mother who shall always be ready be espouse 
and support my cause. I know no one so proper 
for that purpose as yourself, who ivill be, I doubt 
not, as attentive to my interest as I should be 
myself You have wit discretion and fidelit}, 
which arc all that are wanting provided you w-ill 
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be so kind as to undertake such a good office. 
In that case I shall have only to beg of you not 
to neglect attending her morning and evening, to 
be the first with her and the last to leave her. 
This will induce her to repose a confidence and 
open her mind to you. To make her the more 
ready to do this, I shall take every opportunity 
to commend ‘your good sense and understanding, 
and to tell her that I shall take it kind m her 
to leave off treating you as a child, which, I shall 
say, will contnbute to her own comfort and satis- 
faction. I am well convinced that she will listen to 
my advice. Do you speak to her wth the same 
confidence as you do to me, and be assured that 
she will approve of it. It will conduce to your 
own happiness to obtain her favour. You may do 
yourself service whilst you are labouring for my 
interest ; and you may rest satisfied that, after 
God, I shall think I owe all the good fortune 
which may befall me to yourself.” 

This was entirely a new kind of language to 
me. I had hitherto thought of nothing but amuse- 
ments, of dancing, hunting and the like diversions; 
nay, I had never yet discovered any inclination 
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of sotting myself off to advantage by dress, and 
exatmg an admiration of my person and figure. 
I had no ambition of any kind, and had been so 
stnctly brought up under the Qneen my mother 
that I scarcely durst speak before her and, if she 
chanced to tom her eyes towards me I trembled, 
for fear that I had done something to displease 
her At the conclusion of my brother’s harangue, 
I was half mchned to reply to him m the words 
of Moses, when he was spoken to from the bum 
mg bush “ Who am I 0iat I should go unio Pha 
raoh ? Sond I pray iku ly tho hand of him vkoin 
thou anlt tend 

However his words mspired me with resolu 
tion and powers I did not think myself possessed 
of before. I had naturally a degree of courage, 
and, as soon as I recovered fi^m my astonish 
ment, I found I was quite an altered person His 
address pleased me and wrought in me a con 
fidence m myself, and I found I \vas become of 
more consequence than I had ever concelv-ed I 
had been Accordmglj, I rephed to him thus 
“ Brother, if God grant me the power of speaking 
to the Queen our mother os I ha\‘e the ivill to 
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do, nothing can be wanting for your service, and 
you may expect to derive all the good you hope 
from it, and from my solicitude and attention for 
your interest. With respect to my undertaking 
such a matter for you, you will soon perceive 
that I shall sacrifice all the pleasures in this 
world to my watchfulness for your service. You 
may perfectly rely upon me, as there is no one' 
that honours or regards you more than I do. Be 
well assured that I shall act for you with the 
Queen my mother as zealously as you would for 
yourself.” 

These sentiments were more strongly im- 
pressed upon my mind than the words I made 
use of were capable of conveying an idea of. 
This will appear more fully in my following letters. 

As soon as we were returned from walking, 
the Queen my mother retired with me into her 
closet, and addressed the following words to me : 
“ Your brother has been relating the conversation 
you have had together ; he considers you no 
longer as a child, neither shall I. It will be a 
great comfort to me to converse with you as I 
would with your brother. For the future you will 
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freely speak your mind, and have no apprehen 
sions of taking too great a liberty, for it is r\hat 
I wish These words gave me a pleasure then 
which I am now unable to express I felt a satis- 
faction and a joy which nothing before had ever 
caused me to feel I now considered the pastimes 
of my childhood as vam amusements I shunned 
the society of my former companions of the same 
age I disliked dancing and hnntmg, which I 
thought beneath my attention I stnctJy complied 
^V1th her agreeable injonctiOD, and never missed 
bemg with her at her ming in the moming and 
going to rest at night She did me the honour, 
sometimes to hold me m conversation for hvo 
and three hours at a tune God ivas so graaous 
with me that I gave her great satisfaction and 
she thought she could not sufficiently praise me to 
those ladies who were about her I spoke of my 
brother’s affairs to her and he was constantly 
appnscd bj me of her sentiments and opinion so 
that he had e^•e^y reason to suppose I was firmlj 
attached to his mterest 
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LETTER III 

LE GUAST — HIS CHARACTER — ANJOU AFFECTS TO BE 
JEALOUS or THE GUISES — DISSUADES THE QUEEN- 
MOTHER FROM REPOSING CONFIDENCE IN MARGARET 

SHE LOSES THE FAVOUR OF THE QUEEN -MOTHER 

AND FALLS SICK — ANJOU’s HYPOCRISY — HE INTRO- 
DUCES DE GUISE INTO MARGARET S SICK CHAMBER 
— MARGARET DEMANDED IN MARRIAGE BY THE KING 
OF PORTUGAL — MADE UNEASY ON THAT ACCOUNT — 
CONTRIVES TO RELIEVE HERSELF — THE MATCH WITH 
PORTUGAL BROKEN OFF. 

I CONTINUED to pass my time witli the 
Queen my mother greatly to my satisfaction, 
until after the battle of Moncontour. By the 
same despatch that brought the news of this 
MCtory to the Court, my brother, who w^as ever 
desirous to be near the Queen my mothci, wrote 
her word tliat he was about to la} siege to 
Samt-Jcan d'Angcly, and that it would be necessary 
that the King should be present W'hilst it was 
going on. Sho. more anMous to see him than he 
could be to ha\c her near him, hastened to set out 
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on the journey, taking me with her, and her 
customary tram of attendants I likewise expe 
nenced great joy upon the occasion having no 
suspiaon that any mischief a%\'aited me I was 
still young and \vithout cicpenence, and I thought 
the happiness I enjc^red was always to continae , 
but the mahce of Fortune prepared for me at this 
mtemew a reverse that I bttle expected, after the 
fidehty Viith which I had discharged the trust my 
brother had reposed m me 

Soon after our last meetmg it seems, my 
brother Anjou had taken le Coast to be near bis 
person, who had ingratiated himself so fer into his 
favour and cotlfidence that he saw only mth his 
eyes, and spoke but as ho dictated. This evil 
disposed man whose whole life ^\’as one con 
tinned scene of wickedness, had perverted his 
mind and filled it with maxims of the most atro- 
cious nature He advised him to ha\'e no regard 
but for his own mtcrcst neither to love or put 
trust m any one and not to promote the views 
or adrantago of either brother or sister These 
and other maxims of the like nature d^l^vn from 
the school of Machiavelli, he was continually sug* 
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gcsting to him. He IkkI so frequently inculcated 
them that they were strongly imprc'^scd on his 
mind, insomuch that, upon our arinal, when 
after the first compliment'; ni} mother began to 
open in nn praise and express the attachment I 
had discovered for him, this was his repl) , which 
he delivered with the utmost coldness: “He w.is 
well pleased,” he said, “to have succeeded in the 
request he had made to me ; but that prudence 
directed us not to continue to make use of the 
same expedients, for what was profitable at one 
time might not be so at another.” She asked 
him why he made that observation. This ques- 
tion afforded the opportunit}' he wished for, of 
relating a story he had fabricated, purposely to 
ruin me with her. 

He began with observing to her that I was 
grown ver}'' handsome, and that M. de Guise 
wished to marr}^ me; that his uncles, too, w'erc 
very desirous of such a match ; and, if I should 
entertain a like passion for him, there w'ould be 
danger of m)'- discovering to him all she said to 
me ; that she w ell knew the ambition of that 
house, and how ready they were, on all occasions, 
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to circumvent ours It would, therefore, be proper 
that she should not, for the future communicate 
any matter of State to me, but, by degrees, with 
draw her confidence 

I discovered the evil effects proceedmg from 
this peraicioua ad\ico on the very same ei’emng 
I remarked an unwillingness on her part to speak 
to me before my brother and, as soon as she 
entered mto discourse with him she commanded 
me to go to bed This command she repeat^ 
two or three timea I quitted her closet, and left 
them together m con\'ersation but as soon as 
he ivas gone I returned and entreated her to let 
me know if I had been so unhappy as to have 
done anything through ignorance, which had given 
her offence. She ^vas at first inchned to dissemble 
with me , but at length she said to me thus 
“ Daughter, your brother is prudent and cautious 
you ought not to be displeased with him for what 
he does, and you must behe\*e what I shall tell 
you IS nght and proper She then related the 
conversatioD she had mth my brother, as I have 
just written it and she then ordered me never 
to speak to her m my brother s presence. 
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These words were like so many daggers plunged 
into my breast. In my disgrace, I experienced as 
much gnef as I had before joy on being received 
into her favour and confidence. I did not omit 
to say eveiythmg to convince her of my entire 
Ignorance of what my brother had told her. I 
said it was a matter I had never heard mentioned 
before , and that, had I known it, I should cer- 
tainly have made her immediately acquainted with 
it. AU I said was to no purpose; my brother’s 
words had made the first impression, they were 
constantly present in her mind, and outweighed 
probability and truth. When I discovered this, 
I told her that I felt less uneasiness at being 
deprived of my happiness than I did joy when 
I had acquired it , for my brother had taken it 
from me, as he had given it. He had given it 
without reason ; he had taken it away without 
cause. He had praised me for discretion and 
prudence when I did not merit it, and he sus- 
pected my fidelity on grounds wholly imaginary 
and fictitious. I concluded with assuring her that 

tr 

I should never forget my brother’s behaviour on 
this occasion. 
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Herenpon she flew into a passion and com 
manded me not to make the least show of resent 
ment at his behaviour From that hour she 
gradually ^vlthdrew her fevoor from me Her son 
became the god of her idolatry, at the shnne of 
whose will she sacrificed everything 

The gnef which I mwardJy felt was very 
great and overpo\vered all my faculties, until it 
wrought so far on my constitution as to contribnte 
to my recovmg the infection which then prevailed 
in the army A few days after I fell sick of a 
raging fever, attended with purple spots, a malady 
which earned off numbers, and, amongst the rest, 
the two pnnapal phyaacians belonging to the King 
and Queen Chappelain and Castelan Indeed, few 
got over the disorder after bemg attacked with it 
In this extremity the Queen my mother, who 
partly guessed the cause of my illness omitted 
nothing that might serve to remove it and, with 
out fear of consequences, visited me frequently 
Her goodness contributed much to my recovery, 
but my brother’s hypocrisy rvas suffiaent to de 
stroj all the benefit I recci\’ed from her attention 
after haMng been guilty of so treacherous a pro- 
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ceedmg. After he had proved so ungrateful to me, 
he came and sat at the foot of m}'- bed from morn- 
ing to night, and appeared as anxiously attentive 
as if we had been the most perfect fhends My 
mouth was shut up by the command I had re- 
'ceived from the Queen our mother, so that I 
only answered his dissembled concern with sighs, 
like Burrus in the presence of Nero, when he 
was dying by the poison administered b)’’ the 
hands of that tyrant. The sighs, however, which 
I vented m my brother’s presence might convince 
him that I attributed my sickness rather to his 
ill offices than to the prevailing contagion 

God had mercy on me, and supported me 
through this dangerous illness. After I had kept 
my bed a fortnight, the army changed its quarters, 
and I was conveyed away with it m a litter At 
the end of each day’s march, I found King Charles 
at the door of my quarters, ready, with the rest 
of the good gentlemen belonging to the Court, 
to carry my litter up to my bedside In this 

manner I came to Angers from Samt-Jean d’Angely, 

• 

sick in body, but more sick m mind. Here, to 
my misfortune, M. de Guise and his uncles had 
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arrived before me This was a circuinstance 
which gave my good brother great pleasure, as it 
afforded a colcJurable appearance to his story I 
soon discovered the advantage my brother would 
make of it to increase my already too great 
mortification for he came daily to see me 
and as constantly brought M de Guise into 
mj chamber with him He pretended the sin 
cerest regard for de Guise, and, to make him 
believe it, would take frequent opportumties of 
embracmg him, crying out at the same time, 

* Would to God you were my brother 1 This 
he often pot m practice before me which M 
de Guise seemed not to comprehend but I who 
knew his mahaous designs lost all patience, yet 
did not dare to reproach him with his hypocnsy 
As soon as I was recovered a treaty was set 
on foot for a marriage betwixt the King of Portu 
gal and me, an ambassador having been sent for 
that purpose The Queen ray mother commanded 
me to prepare to give the ambassador an audi 
eilce , which I did accordingly My brothca’ had 
made her bcheve that I was averse to this mar 
nage accordingly, she took me to task upon it 
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and questioned me on the subject, expecting she 
should find some cause to be angry with me, I 
told her my ^vlll had alwa3^s been guided by her 
own, and that whatever she thought right for me 
to do, I should do it. She answered me angrily, 
according as she had been wrought upon, that I 
did not speak the sentiments of mj^’ heart, for she 
well knew that the Cardinal de Lorraine had per- 
suaded me into a promise of having his nephew. 
I begged her to forward this match with the 
King of Portugal, and I would convince her of 
my obedience to her commands. Every day some 
new matter was reported to incense her against 
me. All these were machinations worked up by 
the mind of le Guast. In short, I was constantly 
receiving some fresh mortification, so that I hardly 
passed a day m quiet. On one side, the King of 
Spam was using his utmost endeavours to break 
off the match with Portugal, and M. de Guise 
continuing at Court, furnished grounds for per- 
secuting me on the other. Still, not a single 
person of the Guises ever mentioned a word to 
me on the subj'ect ; and it was well known that, 
for more than a twelvemonth, M de Guise had 
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been paying his addresses to the Princess de 
Poraan, bnt the slow progress made m bringing 
this match to ti conclnsioo was said to be owing 
to his designs upon me 

As soon as I made this discovery I resolved 
to WTite to my sister, Madame de Lorrame who 
had a great mflnence m the House of Porcian 
beggmg her to use her endeavours to ivithdraw 
M de Goiae from Court and make him con 
elude his match with the Pnneess laying open 
to her the plot which had been concerted to mm 
the Gmses and me She readily saw through it, 
came immediately to Court and concluded the 
match, which delivered me from the aspenions 
cast on my character, and convmced the Queen 
my mother that what I bad told her was the 
real truth This at the same time stopped the 
mouths of my enemies and gave me some repose 
At length the King of Spam nnwillmg that 
the Kmg of Portugal should marry out of his 
family, broke off the treaty which had been 
entered upon for my mamage ivith him 
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LETTER IV 

DEATH OF THE QUEEN OF NAAARRE — MARGARET’S MAR- 
RIAGE WITH HER SON, THE KING OF NAVARRE, AFTER- 
WARDS HENR\ 1\. OF FRANCE — THE RRLFARATIONS I OR 
THAT SOLEMNISATION DESCRIBED — THE CIRCUMSTANCES 
WHICH LED TO THE MASSACRE OF THE HUGUENOTS ON 
SAINT BARTHOLOMEW’S DAA . ^ 

SOAIE short time after this a marriage was 
projected betwixt the Prince of Na\arre, now our 
renowned King Henry IV., and me. 

The Queen my mother, as she sat at table, 
discoursed for a long time upon the subject 
with M. de Meru, the House of Montmorenc}^ 
having first proposed the match. After the Queen 
had risen from table, lie told me she had com- 
manded him to mention it to me I replied that 
it was quite unnecessary as I had no will but 
her own ; however, I should \wsh she would be 
pleased to remember that I was a Catholic, and 
that I should dislike to marrj' anyone of a con- 
trary persuasion. 

Soon after this the Queen sent for me to 

3 
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attend her m her closet She there informed me 
that the Montmorencya had proposed this match 
to her, and that she was desirons to learn my 
sentiments upon it 1 answered that my choice 
was governed by her pleasure and that I only 
begged her not to forget that I was a good Catholic. 

This treaty was in negotiation for some time 
after this conversation, and was not finally settled 
until •the arrival of the Queen of Navarre, his 
mother at Court, where she died soon after 

Whilst the Queen of Navarre lay on her 
death bed a circumstance happened of so whim 
sical a nature that, though it is not of conse 
quence to ment a place m the historj, ma> very 
well deserve to be related by me to you. Madame 
de Nevers whose oddities you well know, attended 
the Cardinal do Bourbon, Madame de Guise, the 
Pnncess of Cond6 her sisters and m3rself to the 
late Queen of Navarre s apartments, whither we 
all went to pay those last duties which her rank 
and our nearness of blood demanded of us We 
found the Queen in bed with her curtains undrawn, 
the chamber not disposed with the pomp and 
ceremonies of our religion but after the simple 
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manner of the Huguenots ; that is to say, there 
were no priests, no Cross nor any holy water. We 
kept ourselves at some distance from the bed, but 
Madame de Nevers, whom you know the Queen 
hated more tham any woman besides, and which 
she had shown both in speech and by actions — 
Madame de Nevers, I say, approached the bed- 
side, and, to the great astonishment of all present, 
who well knew tjie enmity subsisting betwixt them, 
took the Queen’s hand, with many low curtseys, 
and kissed it , after which, making another curtsey 
to the very ground, she retired and rejoined us. 

A few months after the Queen’s death, the 
Prince of Navarre, or rather, as he was then 
styled, the King, came to Pans in deep mourning, 
attended by eight hundred gentlemen, all in 
mourning habits. He was received with every 
honour by King Charles and the whole Court, 
and, in a few days after his arrival, our marriage 
was solemnised with all possible magnificence , 
the King of Navarre and his retinue putting off 
their mourning and dressing themselves in the 
most costly manner. The whole Court, too, was 
richly attired , all which you can better conceive 

3—2 
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than I am able to express For my cnvn part, 
I was set out m a most royal manner I wore a 
crown on my head with the coct, or rpgal close 
gcnv’n of ermine, and I blared m diamonds My 
bine coloured robe had a tram to it of four ells in 
length which was supported b> three Princesses 
A platform had been raised, some height from the 
ground which led from the Bishop s palace to the 
church of Notre Dame, It was hnng with cloth 
of gold , and below it stood the people m throngs 
to view the procession, stifling with heat We 
were received at the church door by the Cardinal 
de Bourbon who offiaated for that day and pro- 
nounced the nuptial benediction After this we 
proceeded on the same platform to the tribune 
which separates the nave from the choir where 
was a double staircase, one leadmg mto the choir 
the other through the nave to the church door 
The King of Navarre passed bj the latter and 
went out of church. 

But fortune, which is eaer changing, did not 
fell soon to disturb the felidty of this uiuon This 
vvas occasioned by the wound received bj the 
admiral, which had wrought the Huguenots up 
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to a degree of desperation. Tlic Queen my 
motlier ^\as reproached on that account in sucli 
terms by tlic elder Paidaillan and some otlier 
principal Huguenots, that she began to apprehend 
some e\il design. Monsieur dc Guise and my 
brotiicr the King of Poland, since Henry III. of 
France, ga\e it as their ad\icc to be beforehand 
with the Huguenots. King Charles was of a 
central}’ opinion. He had a great esteem for 
M. dc Rochefoucauld, Tehgn}’, la Noul, and 
some other leading men of the same religion ; 
and, as I have since heard him say, it was with 
the greatest difficulty he could be prcN ailed upon 
to give his consent, and not before he had been 
made to understand that his own life and the 
safety of his kingdom depended upon it. 

The King having learned that Maurevel had 
made an attempt upon the admiral's life, b}' firing 
a pistol at him through a w'lndow , in wfiiich 
attempt he failed, having w^ounded the admiral 
only in the shoulder , and supposing that Maurevel 
had done this at the instance of M. de Guise, 
to revenge the death of his father, whom^ the 
admiral had caused to be killed in the same 



38 


UEUOIRS OP 


nmimer b) Poltrot, he was so much incensed 
a^^nst M de Goise that he declared \vith an 
oath that he would make an example of 
him and indeed the King ivould have put 
M de Guise under an arrest, if he had not 
kept ont of his sight the whole day The 
Qaeen my mother used every argument to con 
Mnce King Charles that what had been done 
u-as for the good of the State , and this because, 
as I observ-ed before, the King had so great a 
regard for the admiral la Nonfi and Tehgny on 
account of their braverj being hunself a pnnce 
of a gallant and noble spirit and esteeming others 
m whom he found a similar disposition More 
o\'er these designing men had insmuated them 
selves mto the King s lawor bj proposing an 
expedibon to Flanders with a view of extending 
hi3 domimons and aggrandising his po^ve^ pro- 
positions which thcj well knew would secure to 
themselves an induence over his rojal and 
generous mind 

Upon this occasion the Queen mj mother 
represented to the King that the attempt of 
M de Guise upon the admiral s life was ex 
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cusable in a son who, being denied justice, 
had no other means of avenging his father’s 
death. Moreover, the admiral, she said, had 
deprived her by assassination, during his minority 
and her regenc}^ of a faithful servant in the person 
of Charri, commander of the King’s body-guard, 
which rendered him deserving of the like treat- 
ment. 

Notwithstanding that the Queen my mother 
spoke thus to the King, discovering by her ex-.^ 
pressions and in her looks all the grief which she 
inwardly felt on the recollection of the loss of 
persons who had been useful to her, 3i'et, so much 
was King Charles inclined to save those who, as 
he thought, would one day be serviceable to him, 
that he still persisted in his determination to 
punish M. de Guise, for whom he ordered stnct 
search to be made. 

At length Pardaillan, disclosing by his men- 
aces, during the supper of the Queen my mother, 
the evil intentions of the Huguenots, she plainly 
perceived that things were brought to so near a 
crisis, that, unless steps were taken that very 
night to prevent it, the King and herself were in 
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danger of being assassinated She, therefore, came 
to the resolution of declaring to King Charles his 
real situation For thjs purpose she thought of 
the Marshal de Rais as the most proper person 
■to break the matter to the King, the marshal 
being great]} in bia fevour and confidence. 

Accordin^y the marshal r\'ent to the King m 
his closet bet\veen the hours of nine and ten, and 
told him he was come as a faithful servant to dis 
charge his dut}, and lay before him the danger 
in which he stood, if he persisted in his reso- 
lution of punishmg M de Guise , as be ought 
now to be informed that the attempt made upon 
the admiral s life was not set on foot by him 
alone, but that his (the King’s) brother the 
King of Poland, and the Queen his mother had 
their shares m it that ho must be sensible how 
much the Queen lamented Cham s assassination, 
for which she had great reason, having ^•e^y 
fe^v servants about her upon whom she could 
rely, and os it happened during the King s 
mmonty at the time nioreo\’er when France \vzs 
di\nded between the Catholics and the Huguenots, 
M de Guise, bemg at the head of the former, 
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ami the Prince of Condc of tlic lattci, botli 
.ilike 'Striving to dcpruo hini of hi*? crown 

tlial. through Pio\idencc, hotli Ins ciown and 
kini^dom had been picsened In the piudcncc and 
good conduct of llic Qncen Kegent, wlio, in tins 
c\trcmit\‘, found herself powerfuIK aided b}^ the 
said Cliarri. for whicli icnson ■'die liad \owcd to 
aAcngc his de.ith * that, as to the admiral, he 
must he ever considered as dangerous to the 
State, and wliatc\cr show he might make of affec- 
tion for His Majcsf\'s person, and /eal for Ins 
ser\icc in Flandcis, they must be considered as 
mere pretences, which he used to co\cr Ins real 
design of reducing the kingdom to a state of 
confusion. 

The marshal concluded with observing tliat 
the original intention had been to make aw'a}^ wuth 
the admiral only, as the most obnoxious man in the 
kingdom , but j\faurcvel having been so unfortu- 
nate as to fail in Ins attempt, and the Huguenots 
becoming desperate enough to resolve to take up 
arms, wuth design to attack, not only M. de 
Guise, but the Queen his mother, and his brother 
the King of Poland, supposing them, as well as 
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His Majesty, to have commanded Maorevel to 
mate his attempt he saN% nothmg bat cause of 
alarm for His Majesty’s safety as well on the 
part of the Cathohcs, if he persisted m his re 
solution to punish M de Guise as of the 
Huguenots, for the reasons Tihich he had just 
laid before him 
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LETTER V 

THE MASSACRE OF SAINT BARTHOLOMEW’S DAY. 

King Charles, a prince of great prudence, 
always paying a particular deference to his mother, 
and being much attached to the Catholic religion, 
now convinced of the intentions of the Huguenots, 
adopted a sudden resolution of following his 
mother’s counsel, and putting himself under the 
safeguard of the Catholics. It was not, however, 
wthout extreme regret that he found he had it 
not m his power to save Tehgny, la Noue, and 
M. de la Rochefoucauld. 

He went to the apartments of the Queen his 
mother, and sending for M. de Guise and all the 
Princes and Catholic officers, the “ Massacre of 
Saint Bartholomew” was that night resolved upon. 

Immediately every hand was at work ; chains 
were drawn across the streets, the alarm bells were 
sounded, and every man repaired to his post, 
according to the orders he had received, whether 



44 


UEKOIRS OP 


it was to attack the admiral s qnarters, or those 
of the other Huguenots M de Gmse hastened 
to the admiral s and Besme, a gentleman m the 
service of the former, a German by birth, forced 
into his chamber, and having slam him \vith a 
dagger, threw his body out of a window to his 
master 

I was perfectly ignorant of what was going 
forward. I observed every one to be m motion, 
the Huguenots dnven to despair by the attack 
upon the admirals life, and the Guises* fearing 
thej should not have justice done them, whispering 
all they met m the ear 

The Huguenots were sospiaous of me because 
I was a Cathohc and the Cathohcs because I 
was mamed to the King of Na\’aiTe v.ho was a 
Huguenot This being the case, no one spoke 
a syllabic of the matter to me. 

At night when I ^vent into the bed chamber 
of the Qneen mv mother, I placed myself on a 
coffer next mj sister Lorraine, ^^ht) I could not 
but remark appeared greatly cast down The 
Queen my mother ^va« in conversation with 
someone, but, os soon as she espied me, she bade 
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me go to bed. As I was taking leave, my sister 
seized me by the hand and stopped me, at the 
same time shedding a flood of tears “ For the 
love of God,” cried she, “ do not stir out of this 
chamber ! ” I was greatly alarmed at this exclama- 
tion ; which the Queen my mother perceiving, 
called my sister to her, and chid her very severely 
My sister replied it was sending me away to be 
sacrificed , for, if any discovery should be made, 
I should be the first victim of their revenge The 
Queen m}'’ mother made answer that, if it pleased 
God, I should receive no hurt, but it was necessary 
I should go, to prevent the suspicion that might 
arise firom my staying. 

I perceived there was something on foot which 
I was not to know, but what it was I could not 
make out from anything they said. 

The Queen again bade me go to bed m a 
peremptory tone. My sister wished me a good 
night, her tears flowing apace, but she did not 
dare to say a* word more , and I left the bed- 
chamber more dead than alive. 

As soon as I reached m}^ own closet, I threw 
myself upon my knees and pra3'^ed to God to take 
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me mto His protection and save me but from 
whom or what I was ignorant Hereupon the 
King ray husband who was alreadj m bed, sent 
for me. I went to him, and found the bed sur 
rounded by thirty or forty Huguenots, who were 
entirely unknown to me for I had been then but 
a >'ery short time married. Their whole discourse, 
during the night was npon what had happened to 
the admiral and they all came to a resolution of 
the next day demanding justice of the King against 
M de Guise and, if it was refused, to take it 
themselves. 

For my part I was unable to sleep a wink the 
whole mght, for thinking of my sister’s tears and 
distress, vN-hich had greatly alarmed me although 
I had not the least knowledge of the real cause 
As soon as day broke, the King my husband said 
he would nsc and plav at tennis until King Charles 
ivas risen, ^hen he would go to him immediately 
and demand justice He left the bed-chamber, and 
all hi3 gentlemen follo\ved. 

As soon as I beheld it was broad day I appre 
bended all the danger my sister had spoken of 
w'as O'er , and bemg inclined to sleep I bade my 
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nurse make the door fast, and I applied myself 
to take some repose In about an hour I was 
awakened b}’’ a violent noise at the door, made 
with both hands and feet, and a voice calling out, 
“Navarre' Navarre'” My nurse, supposing the 
King mj' husband to be at the door, hastened 
to open it, when a gentleman, named M. de Teian, 
ran in, and threw himself immediatel}'- upon my 
bed. He had received a wound in his arm from 
a sword, and another b}' a pike, and was then 
pursued by four archers, who followed him into 
the bed-chamber. Perceiving these last, I jumped 
out of bed, and the poor gentleman after me, 
holding me fast by the waist. I did not then 
know him , neither was I sure that he came to 
do me no harm; or whether the archers were in 
pursuit of him or me In this situation I screamed 
aloud, and he cried out likewise, for our fright was 
mutual. At length, by God’s providence, M. de 
Nancay, captain of the guard, came into the bed- 
chamber, and, seeing me thus surrounded, though 
he could not help pitying me, he was scarcely 
able to refrain from laughter. However, he 
reprimanded the archers very severely for their 
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indiscretion, and dro\e them ont of the chamber 
At my request he granted the poor gentleman his 
hfe, and I had him put to bed in my closet, caased 
his wounds to be dressed, and did not suffer him 
to quit my apartment until he was perfectly cured. 
I changed my shift, because it was stained with 
the blood of this man, and, whilst I was doing 
so de Nancay gave me an account of the trans 
actions of the foregoing mght, asaunng me that 
the King my husband was safe, and actually at 
that moment m the King's bed chamber He 
made me muffle myself op in a cloak, and con 
ducted me to the apartment of my sister, Madame 
de Lorraine whitlfer I arrived more thnn half 
dead As we passed through the ante-chamber, 
^11 the doors of which were wide open, a gentleman 
of the name of Bourse pursued by archers was 
run through the body with a pike and fell dead 
at my feet. As if I had been killed by the same 
stroke, I fell, and was caught bj M de Nancaj 
before I reached the ground As soon as I re 
covered from this fainting fit, I went into mj 
sister 8 bed-chamber and was immediately followed 
b> if de ifioflano, first gentleman to the King 
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my husband, and Armagnac, his first valet de 

chambre, who both came to beg me to save their 
\ 

lives I went and threw myself on my knees 
before the King and the Queen my mother, and 
obtained the lives of both of them. 

Five or six days afterwards, those who were 
engaged m this plot, considering that it was in- 
complete whilst the King my husband and the 
Prince of Cond6 remained alive, as their design 
was not only to dispose of the Huguenots, but of 
the princes of the blood likewise ; and knowing 
that no attempt could be rnade on my husband 
whilst I continued to be his wife, devised a scheme 
which they suggested to the 'Queen my mother 
for divorcing me from hifn Accordingly, one 
holiday, when I waited upon her to chapel, she 
charged me to declare -to her, upon my oath, 
whether I believed my husband to be like other 
men ; “ Because,” said she, “ if he is not, I can 
easily procure you a divorce from him.” I begged 
her to believe that I was not sufficiently competent 
to answer such a question, and could only repty, 
as the Roman lady did to her husband, when he 
chid her for not informing him of his stinking 
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breath, that never having approached any other 
man near enough to know a difference, she thought 
all men had been ahke m that respect ' But, 
said I, ‘ madam since yon have put the question 
to me, I can only declare I am content to remain 
as I am and this I said because I suspected 
the design of separating me from my husband 
wa* m order to work some mischief agamst him 
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LETTER VI 

HENRY DUKE OF ANJOU, ELECTED KING OF POLAND, 

LEAVES FRANCE HUGUENOT PLOTS TO WITHDRAW 

THE DUKE OF ALENCON AND THE KING OF NAVARRE 
FROM COURT DISCOVERED AND DEFEATED BY MAR- 
GARET’S VIGILANCE SHE DRAWS UP AN ELOQUENT 

DEFENCE, WHICH HER HUSBAND DELIVERS BEFORE 
A COMMITTEE FROM THE COURT OF PARLIAMENT — 
ALENCON AND HER HUSBAND UNDER A CLOSE ARREST, 
REGAIN THEIR LIBERTY BY THE DEATH OF CHARLES IX. 

We accompanied the King of Poland as far 
as Beaumont. For some months before he quitted 
France, he had used every endeavour to efface 
from my mind the ill offices he had so ungratefully 
done me. He solicited to obtain the same place 
in my esteem which he held during our infancy; 
and, on taking leave of me, made me confirm it 
by oaths and promises. His departure from France, 
and King Charles’s sickness, which happened just 
about the same time, excited the spirit of the two 
factions into which the kingdom was divided, to 
form a variety of plots. The Huguenots, on the 

4—2 
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death of the admiral^ had obtained from the King 
my husband, and my brother Alenfon, a wntten 
obhgabon to avenge it Before Saint Bartholomew 8 
Day they had gained my brother o\'er to their 
part}, by the hope of secnrmg Flanders for hum 
They now persuaded my husband and him to 
leave the King and Qoeen on their return and 
pass mto Champagne, there to jom some troops 
which were m waiting to receive them 

M de Miossans, a Cathohc gentleman having 
received an intunation of this design, considered 
it so prejudicial to the mterests of the King his 
master that he communicated rt to me with the 
intention of frustrating a plot of so much danger 
to themselves and to the State I ^vent immediatel} 
to the King and the Queen my mother and m 
formed them that I had a matter of the utmost 
importance to lay before them , but that I could 
not declare it unless thcj would be pleased to 
promise me that no harm should ensue from it 
to such os I should name to them , and that thej 
would put a stop to what ivas gomg forward 
without publishing their knoivledgo of it Hanng 
obtained my request I told them that m> brother 
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Alen^on and the King my husband had an 
intention, on the very ne\t day, of joining some 
Huguenot troops, vhich 'expected tlicm, in order 
to fulfil the engagement they had made upon the 
admiral’s death , and for this their intention, I 
begged thej^ might be excused, and that they 
might be prevented from going away without an}^ 
discovery being made that their designs had been 
found out All this was granted me, and measures 
were so prudently taken to stay them, that they 
had not the least suspicion that their intended 
evasion w’as known. Soon after w'e arrived at 
Saint - Germains, where wc stayed some time, on 
account of the King’s indisposition. All tliis w'hile 
ray brother Alen9on used every' means he could 
devise to ingratiate himself with me, until at last 
I promised him my friendship, as I had before 
done to my brother, the King of Poland. As he 
had been brought up at a distance from Court, 
w'e had hitherto known ver}' little of each other, 
and kept ourselves at a distance. Now that he 
had made the first advances, in so respectful and 
affectionate a manner, I resolved to receive him 
into a firm friendship, and to interest myself in 
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'whatever concerned hun without prejudice, hem 
ever to the interests of my good brother, King 
Charles whom I loved more than anyone besides, 
and who continued to entertain a great regard for 
me of which he gave me proofs as long as he hve<L 

Meanwhile King Charles was daily growing 
worse, and the Huguenots constantly for min g new 
plots They ^ve^e very desirons to get my brother 
the Duke of Alen^on and the King my husband 
away from Court I got mtelligtnce, from time 
to time of their designs and providentiall), the 
Queen m> mother defeated their intentions when 
a day had been fixed on for the amval of the 
Huguenot troops at Saint Germains^ To avoid this 
visit we set off the mght before for Pans two 
hours after midnight putting King Charles in a 
litter, and the Queen my mother taking my 
brother and the King ray husband \nth her in 
her own carnage. 

They did not expenence on this occasion 
such mfld treatment as they had hitherto done, 
for the King going to the Wood of Vincennes, 
they were not permitted to set foot out of the 
palace. This misunderstanding was so far from 
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being mitigated by time, that the mistrust and 
discontent were continually increasing, owing to 
the insinuations and bad advice offered to the 
King by those who wished the rum and doivnfall of 
our house. To such a height had these jealousies 
risen that the Marshals Montmorency and de 
Coss^ were put under a close arrest, and la Mole 
and 'the Count de Donas executed. Matters were 
now arnved at such a pitch that commissioners 
were appointed from the Court of Parliament to 
hear and determine upon the case of my brother 
and the King my husband 

My husband, having no counsellor to assist 
him, desired me to draw up his defence in such 
a manner that he might not implicate any 
person, and, at the same time, clear my brother 
and himself from any criminality of conduct. 
With God’s help I accomplished this task to his 
great satisfaction, and to the surprise of the com- 
missioners, who did not expect to find them so 
well prepared to justify themselves. 

As it was apprehended, after the death of la 
Mole and the Count de Donas, that their lives 
were likewise in danger, I had resolved to save 
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them at the hazard of my own nun ^vlth the 
King, whose favour I entirely enjo}*ed at that 
tune, I was suffered to pass to and from them 
m my coach with my women, who were not even 
required by the guard to umfrask, nor was my 
coach ever searched This being the case, I had 
mtended to convej away one of them disguised m 
a female habit Bat the difficulty la) in settlmg 
betwixt themBel\'e3 which should remain behind 
in prison they bemg closely watched by theur 
guards and the escape of one bnng the other^s 
life into hazard. Thus they could never agree 
upon the point, each of them wishing to be the 
person I should deliver from confinement. 

But Providence put a period to their imprison 
ment by a means which proved ver) unfortunate 
for me This was no other than the death of 
King Charles, who was the only stay and support 
of ray life a brother from whose hands I never 
received anything but good who, danng the per 
sccution I underwent at Angers through my 
brother Anjou assisted me with all his ndvico 
and credit In a word, when I lost King Charles, 

I lost everything 
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LETTER VII 

ACCESSION OF HENRY III. A JOURNEY TO LYONS 

Margaret’s faith in supernatural intelligence 

A:fTER this fatal event, which was as unfor- 
tunate for France as for me, we went to Lyons 
to give the meeting to the King of Poland, now 
Henry III. of France The new King was as 
much governed by le Guast as ever, and had left 
this intriguing, mischievous man behind in France 
to keep his party together. Through this man’s 
insinuations he had conceived the most confirmed 
jealousy of my brother Alengon. He suspected 
that I was the bond that connected the King 
my husband and my brother, and that, to dis- 
solve their union, it would be necessary to create 
a coolness between me and my husband, and to 
work up a quarrel of rivalship betwixt them both 
by means of Madame de Sauve, whom they both 
visited. This abominable plot, which proved the 
source of so much disquietude and unhappiness, as 
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well to my brother as myself, w-as as artfoUj con 
ducted as it was wicLedly designed 

Many have held that God has great personages 
more immediatelj under His protection, and that 
minds of snpenor excellence have bestowed on 
them a goo^ gemos, or secret mtelhgencer, to 
apprise them of good or warn them against eviL 
Of this number I might reckon the Queen mj 
mother, who has had frequent mtimations of the 
kmd particularly the very night before the touma 
ment which proved so fiital to the King ra> fether, 
she dreamed that she saw him wounded in the 
ey% as it reallj happened upon which she axvoke, 
and begged him not to run a course that daj, but 
content himself wth looking on Fate prevented 
the nation from enjoying so much happiness os it 
would have done had bo foUow'ed her adwcc. 
\\Tiene\'cr she lost a chfld, she beheld a bnght 
flame shming before her and wtiuld immediately 
cry out, God sai-e my children J well knowing 
It was the harbinger of the death of some one 
of them which raelancholj news wtis sure to be 
confirmed \-er^ shortly after During her 
dangerous illness at Metz, where she caught a 
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pestilential fe\er, either from the coAl fires, or b} 
Msiting some of the nunneries which had been in- 
fected, and from which she was restored to health 
and to the kingdom through the gicat skill and ex- 
perience of that modern /Esculapius, M. de Castilian, 
her ph}sician — I say, during that illness, her bed 
being surrounded b} my brother King Charles, 
m3 brother and sister Lorraine, several membeis 
of the Council, besides man} ladies and Prin- 
cesses, not choosing to quit her, though \Mthout 
hopes of her life, she was heard to cr}’’ out, as if 
she saw the battle of Jarnac “ There ' see how they 
flee > I^I}' son, follow them to victor}' ' Ah, m} son 
falls • O my God, save him ' See there ' the Prince 
of Conde is dead'” All who were present looked 
upon these words as proceeding 'from her delirium, 
as she knew that my brother Anjou was on the point 
of giving battle, and thought no more of it. On 
the night following, M. de Losses brought the 
news of the battle ; and, it being supposed that she 
would be pleased to hear of it, she was awakened, at 
which she appeared to be angry, saying. '' Did I not 
know it yesterday ^ ” It was then that those about 
her recollected what I have now related, and con- 
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eluded that it was no delinom but one of those 
revelations made by God to great and fllustnous 
persona. Ancient history famishes many examples 
of the like kmd amongst the pagans, as the appan 
bon of Bnitua and many others, which I shall not 
menbon it not being my mtenbon to illustrate these 
Memoirs ^vlth such narrabves, but only to relate the 
truth and that with as much expedibon as I am 
able, that you may be the sooner In possession of my 
storj 

I am far from supposing that I opi worthy of 
these divine admonibons nevertheless, I should 
accuse myself of ingrubtode towards my God for 
the benefits I have received which I esteem myself 
obliged to acknowledge whilst I live and I further 
bcheve mj'self bound to bear testimony of His good 
ness and power, and the mercies He hath shenvn 
me, so that I can declare no extraordinary accident 
ever bcfel me whether fortunate or otherwise, but I 
received some warning of it, either by dream or m 
some other waj so that I may saj with the poet — 

De moa bleo on mon ma] 

Moo c*prit m est oracle.'' 

(\NTiato er of good oc lU befell 
My mind was oracle to telL) 
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And of this I had a convincing proof on the arrival 
of the King of Poland, when the Queen my mother 
went to meet, him. Amidst the, embraces and com- 
pliments of welcome m that warm season, crowded 
as we were together and stifling with heat, I found a 
universal shivenng come over me, which was plainly 
perceived by those near me. It was with difficulty 
I could conceal what I felt when the King, having 
saluted the Queen my mother, came forward to 
salute me This secret intimation of what was to 
happen hereafter made a strong impression on my 
mind at the moment, and I thought of it shortly 
after, when I discovered that the King had con- 
ceived a hatred of me through the malicious sugges- 
tions of le Guast, who had made him believe, since 
the King’s death, that I espoused my brother 
Alen9on’s party during his absence, and cemented 
a firiendship betwixt the King my husband and 
him 
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LETTER VJII 

WHAT HAPPENED AT LYONS 

An opportonjty was dfligendy songbt by ray 
enemies to effect their design of bringing aboQt a 
misunderstanding betwixt my brother AJen9on, the 
i'Lng my husband and me, by creating a jealousj 
of me m ray husband, and in my brother and has 
band on account of their motnaJ love for Madame 
de Saave, 

One afternoon, the Queen my mother having 
retired to her closet to finish some despatches which 
were likely to detain her there for some time, 
Madame de Nevers j’oar kinswoman j Madnrae do 
Rais another of your relations Bourdcillo and 
Surg^cs asked me whether I would not wish to 
see a little of the aty Whereupon Mademoiselle 
de Montigny the mecc of Madame Usez, observing 
to us that the Abbej of Samt Peter was a beautiful 
convent \\c all resolved to visit it She then 
begged to go with us as she said she had an aunt 
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m that convent, and as it was not easy to gam 
admission into it, except m the company of persons 
of distinction. Accordingly^, she went with us , and 
there being slx of us, the carriage was crowded 
Over and above those I have mentioned, there was 
Madame de Curton, the lady^ of my bed-chamber, Avho 
alway^s attended me. Liancourt, first esquire to the 
King, and Camille placed themselves on the steps of 
Tongni’s carriage, supporting themselves as well as 
they were able, making themselves merry'' on the 
occasion, and saying th^y would go and see the 
handsome nuns too. I look upon it as ordered by 
Divme Providence that I should hai''e Mademoiselle 
de Montigny \vith me, who was not well acquainted 
with any lady of the company, and that the two 
gentlemen just mentioned, who were m the con- 
fidence of King Henryq should likewise be of the 
party, as they were able to clear me of the calumny 
intended to be fixed upon me. 

Whilst we were viewing the convent, my 
carriage waited for us m the square In the square 
many gentlemen belonging to the Court had their 
lodgings My carriage was easily to be distin- 
guished, as it was gilt and lined with yellow velvet 
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tnmmed with sil\'er We had not come out of the 
conwnt. when the King passed through the square 
on hi3 to see Qnclus, who \va3 then sicL He 

had \\ath him the King my husband, D O and 

the fat fellow Rufffi 

The King, observing no one m my carnage, 
tamed to my husband and said "There is jour 
\\nfQ a coach and that la the house ^\he^e Bid6 
lodges. Bid6 is sick, and I wall engage mj word 
she IS gone upon a \isit to him Go, said ho to 
Ruffi, ‘ and see whether she is not there. In 
sajing this, the King addressed himself to a proper 
tool for his mahcious purpose for this fellow Ruffi 
^vas entirely de\’otcd to lo Coast 1 need not tell 

he did not find me there howci’cr, knowing 
the King s intention, he, to fa\x)ur it said loud 
enough for the King mj husband to hear him 
The birds ha\c been there, but thej arc now 
flowTi This furnished sufficient matter for con 
N'crsation until thej reached home. 

Upon this occasion, the King mj husband 
displaj^cd ail the good sense and gencrositj of 
temper for which he is remarkable. He saw through 
the design and he despised the maliciousness of it 
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The King my brother was an\ious to see the 
Queen my mothei before me, to whom he im- 
parted the pretended discoxerj*, and she, wliethci 
to please a son on wliom she doted, or whether 
she really ga\e credit to the story, had related it to 
some ladies witli much seeming anger. 

Soon afterwards I returned with the ladies who 
had accompanied me to Saint Peter’s, entirely igno- 
rant of w'hat had happened. I found the King ni} 
husband m our apartments, who began to laugh 
on seeing me, and said * “ Go immediately to the 
Queen your mother, but I promise 3'ou 30U will 
not return ver3 w'ell pleased.” I asked him the 
reason, and W'hat had happened. He answered* “I 
shall tell 3'ou nothing; but be assured of this, tliat 
I do not give the least credit to the stor3’, w'hich 
I plainl3^ perceive to be fabricated in order to stir 
up a difference betwixt us two, and break off the 
friendly intercourse betw'een 3^our brother and me ” 

Finding I could get no further information on 
the subject from him, I went to the apartment of 
the Queen my mother. I met M. de Guise m 
the ante-chamber, who was not displeased at the 
prospect of a dissension in our family, hoping that 

5 
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ho mate somo advanta«:;ti of it He addressed 
me in these words *'I waited here e.Tpeclin{: to see 
\”Ou, m Older to infonn ^•ou that 'omc ill office has 
been done 1*00 T\ith the Queen ” He then told me 

the “^terv he had learned of D O ^ who, bang 

intimate with \'our kinswoman had informed M de 
Guise of It that he might apprise ns, 

I wxnt into the Queen a bcd-chambcr hot did 
not find m\ mother there Howrv'er, I saw Ma- 
daim. dc Ncraonrs, the rest of the Pnncesscs and 
other bdic«, who all exclaimed on seang me Goed 
God* the Queen \'our mother is in such a rage, 
we \rould advise veu fo- the present, to keep oct of 
her ^ght — * \ cs, ^d I so I would, had 1 been 
guiltv of what the King has repcctcd but I assure 
veu all I am cntoelv innocent and must therefore 
<pcak with her and ckar rav^L" 

I then went into her doset which was separated 
from the bed-chamber b\ a slight partition onlv so 
that our whole conversation could be d^tmctlv 
heard She no «wner '“ct eves upon me than <he 
flew into a great passion, and said cvTTvthing that 
the furv of her resentment suggested 1 related to 
her the whoV truth and begged to ixfor her to the 
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company which attended me, to the miml)cr of ten 
or twehe persons, dcsiiing her not to rely on the 
testimony of tliose more immediately about me, 
but examine Mademoiselle Montign}', who did not 
belong to me, and Liancourt and Camille, who 
were the King’s ser\ants 

She would not hear a word I had to offer, 
but continued to late me in a furious manner, 
whether it was through fear, or affection for her 
son, or whethci she believed the story in earnest, 
I know not When I obser\cd to her that I 
understood the King had done me this ill ohicc 
in her opinion, her anger nas redoubled, and she 
endeavoured to make me believe that she had been 
informed of the circumstance by one of her own 
valcis dc chambre, who had himself seen me at the 
place Perceiving that I gave no credit to this 
account of the matter, she became more and more 
incensed against me 

All that was said was perfectly heard by those 
in the next room At length I left her closet, 
much chagrined , and returning to my own apart- 
ments, I found the King my husband there, who 
said to me* 


5—2 
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“ Well was it not as I told yon ? He, 
seeing me under great concern, desired me not to 
gneve about it, adding “ that Lianconrt and 
C ample would attend the King that night m his 
bed-chamber, and relate the affair as it really was 
and to-morrow contmned he, “ the Queen your 
mother will receive yon in a very different manner 
“ But, air, replied I, “ I have received too 
gross an affront in public to forgive those who \vere 
the occasion of it but that is nothing when com 
pared with the maliaoos mtenUon of caosmg so 
heavy a misfortune to be&U me as to create a 
variance betwixt you and me 

“ But, said he, * God be thanked, they have 
faffed m it. 

< For that, answered I, " I am the more 
beholden to God and your amiable disposition 
Howow continued I, “we may den\‘e this good 
from It that It ought to be a w-aming to us to put 
oursoU’cs upon our guard against the King s strata 
gems to bnng about a disunion bctw-ixt you and mj 
brother bj causing a rupture betwixt you and me,” 
\\Tiil5t I WTis saying this, mj brother entered 
the apartment and I made them renc\\ their pro- 
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testations of fneiulslup. But what oaths or pro- 
mises can prc\nil ac:ainst lo\e ' This will appear 
more fully m the sequel of my stor\. 

An Italian banker, who had concerns with mj 
brother, came to him tlic nc\t mornini:,', and invited 
him, the Kmp^ nn husband, mj'self, the Princesses 
and other ladies, to partake of an entertainment 
in a garden belonging to him. IlaMiig made it a 
constant rule, before and after 1 married, as long 
as I remained in llie Court of the Oucen mv 

r m 

mother, to go to no place without lier permission. 
I waited on lier, at her return from Mass, and 
asked IcaAC to be present .at this banquet. She 
refused to gi\c any lea\c, and said she did not 
care w'lierc I went. I IcaAC you to judge, who 
know my temper, w'licther I was not greatly 
mortified at this rcbulT. 

Whilst we were cnj 03 ang this cniortainment, 
the King, having spoken wath Liancourt, Camille, 
and Mademoiselle J^Iontignj', w'as apprised of the 
mistake which the malice or misapprehension of 
Ruff6 had led him into. Accordmgl}'’, he w'cnt to 
the Queen my mother and related the w'hole truth, 
entreating her to remove any ill impressions that 
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might remain with me, as he pi-rcciN-cd that 1 w-as 
not deficient in point of understanding and feared 
that I might be mdaced to engage in some plan of 
nn-cngc, 

WTicn I returned from the banquet before 
mentioned, I found that ndiat the King m\ hus 
band had foretold was come to pass » for the 
Qucui mN mother sent for me into her back 
closet \\hich was adjoining the Kings, and told 
me that she was ncn\ ocqoamted wnth the trutli, 
and found I had not dcccu'ed her mth a false 
8tor\ She had discovered she said, that therv. 
was not the least foundation for the report her 
roW dr had made, and should divniss him 

her 8cr\ace as a had man As she pcrcca\-ed b\ 
m\ looks that I saw through this disguuk, «^e said 
cNxia-thing she could think of to persuade me to a 
belief that the King had not mentioned it to her 
Shu continued her arguments and I stHI appeared 
incredulous^ \t length thu King entered the dewet 
and made mam apologies, dedanng he had been 
imposed on and assuring mu of hie mo<t cordial 
fhenddup and esteem and thus matters wvre set 
to nght< again 
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LETTER IX 

FRESH INTRIGUES MARRIAGE OF HENRV III. BUSSI 

ARRIVES AT COURT AND NARROWLY ESCAPES ASSASSI- 
NATION 

After sta3ang some time at Lyons, we went 
to Avignon. Le Guast, not daring to hazard any 
fresh imposture, and finding that m}^ conduct 
afforded no ground for jealousy on the part of mj'' 
husband, plainly perceived that he could not, by 
that means, bring about a misunderstanding betwixt 
my brother and the King my husband. He there- 
fore resolved to try what he could effect through 
Madame de Sauve In order to do this, he 
obtained such an influence over her that she 
acted entirely as he directed , insomuch that, by 
his artful instructions, the passion which these 
young men had conceived, hitherto wavenng and 
cold, as is generally the case at their time of life, 
became of a sudden so violent that ambition and 
every obligation of duty were at once absorbed by 
their attentions to this woman. 
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Tlus occasioned such a jealousy betwixt them 
that, though her fe.\ours were divided with M de 
Guise le Guast, de Sonvray and others, any one 
of whom ahe preferred to the brothers-m law, j-ct 
such was the mfetuation of these last that they 
considered each other as their only rival 

To carry on le Guast s sinister designs, this 
woman persuaded the King my husband that I 
was jealous of her and on that account it was 
that I joined with my brother As wo are ready 
to give ear and credit to those we Icrv^e, he believed 
all she said From this time he became distant 
and reserved towards me shunning my presence 
as much os possible whereas before, he v.’na 
open and communicative to me os to a sister, u-ell 
kncr\\ung that I yielded to his pleasure in all things, 
and was far from harbouring jealousy of anj kind 
\Vhat I bad dreaded, I now perceived had 
come to pass This was the loss of his fa\-our 
and good opinion to preserve which I had studied 
to gain his confidence by a ready compliance wth 
his wishes well kmowing that mistrust is the sure 
forerunner of hatred 

I now turned my mind to on endcai-our to 
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^\can my brotlier’s aflfection foi Madame dc Sauve, 
m order to counterplot le Guast in Ins design to 
bring about a division, and thereby to effect our 
ruin. I used ever}* means with my brother to 
divert his passion . but the fascination was too 
strong, and my pains pro\cd ineffectual. In any- 
thing else, m}'’ brother would ha\c suffered himself 
to be ruled b}' me ; but the charms of this Circe, 
aided b} that sorcerer, le Guast, were too powerful 
to be dissohed b}' mj^ advice. So fai w'as he 
from profiting by my counsel, that he was weak 
enough to communicate it to her. So blind arc 
lovers ' 

Her vengeance was excited b}' this communica- 
tion, and she now^ entered more fully into the 
designs of le Guast. In consequence, she used all 
her art to make the King my husband conceive 
an aversion for me ; insomuch that he scarcely 
ever spoke wath me He left her late at night, 
and, to prevent our meeting in the morning, she 
directed him to come to her at the Queen’s levee, 
w'hich she duly attended , after which he passed 
the rest of the day with her. My brother likewise 
followed her with the greatest assiduity, and she 
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had the artifice to make each of them thmk that 
ho alone had any place m her esteem Thus was 
a jealousy kept up betwixt them, and, m conse- 
quence disunion and mutual nun 1 

We made a considerable stay at Avignon 
from whence we proceeded through Burgundj and 
Champagne to Rheims, where the King’s marriage 
was celebrated From Rheima we came to Pans, 
things gomg on in their usual tram, and le Guast 
prosecuting his designs with all the success he 
could v.'iah At Pans my brother was joined bj 
Bussi whom he received with all the favour vsiuch 
his bravery raented He was inseparable from m> 
brother, in consequence of which I frequentlj saw 
him for my brother and I were alwaj'S together, 
his household being equally at my devtition as if 
It were my mvn Your aunt, remarking this 
harmony betNvixt us has ofteh told me that it 
called to her recollection the times of my uncle 
M d Orlfcins and my aunt Madame de Savo>-c 
Le Guast thought this a favourable ctreum 
stance to complete hi* design Accordmglj he 
suggested to Madame do Sauve to make mj 
husband believ‘e that it was on the account of 
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Bussi I frequented m3 brother’s apartments so 
constantl3L 

The King ni}* husband being fully infoimcd 
of all m3' proceedings from persons in his scr\ ice 
who attended me e\cr3 where, could not be induced 
to lend an ear to this stor3. Lc Guast, finding 
himself foiled in this quarter, applied to the King, 
who was well inclined to listen to the tale, on 
account of his dislike to m3 brother and me, 
whose friendship for each other was unplcasing 
to him. 

Besides this, he w’as incensed against Bussi, 
w'ho, being formerly attached to him, had now 
devoted himself w'holly to my brother ; an acqui- 
sition w'hich, on account of the celebrit3' of Bussi’s 
fame for parts and valour, redounded greatly to m3 
brotlier’s honour, wdiilst it increased the malice and 
envy of his enemui^. 

The King, thus w'orked upon by le Guast, 
mentioned it to the Queen my mother, thinking it 
' would have the same effect on her as the tale w'hich 
w'as trumped up at L3'’ons. But she, seeing through 
the whole design, showed him the improbabiht3' 
the stor}', adding that he must have some wicked 
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people about him, ^\ho could put such notions m 
his head, observing that I was very unfortunate 
to have fallen upon such evil tunes- “ In my 
jounger daj'S ’ said ahe, TV’ere allo^ved to 

con\'erse freely wth all the gentlemen who be 
longed to the King our father the Dauphin, and 
M dOrl6an3 your uncles It was common Tor 
them to assemble m the bed-chamber of Madame 
Margaret, j’our aunt, as well as in mine, and 
nothing ^vas thought of it Neither ought it to 
appear strange that Bussi sees m> daughter m the 
presence of her husband s Servants. Tliey arc not 
shut up together Bussi is n person of quahty, 
and holds the first place in }*oar brother s famil} 
WTiat grounds are there for such a calomn} ? At 
L}*ons }*ou caused me to offer her an affiant, which 
I fear she will ^e^*cr forget. 

The King was astonished to hear his mother 
talk in this manner, and interrupted her with 
sajing Madam, I onlj relate what I haMJ beard 
— But who IS It answered she that tells j*ou 
all this ? I fear no ono that intends }*ou any good, 
but rather one that wishes to create dwistons 
amongst jdu all 
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As soon as the Kinj:^ had left liei she told me 
all that had passed, and said . “Yon ate unfoitunate 
to h\c in these times." Then callinj; 3 our aunt, 
Madame de Dampicrrc, thex entered into .1 dis- 
course concermuf^ the pleasures .ind innocent 
freedoms of the limes lhc\ had seen, when scandal 
and malexolence wcie unknown at Court. 

Lc Giiast, finding this plot miscarrx', was not 
long in contri\mg another. He addrcs<^ed himself 
for this purj)Osc to certain gentlemen who attended 
the King 1113 husband. These had been formerl}* the 
friends of Bussi, but, envxing the glor3' he had ob- 
tained, were now' become his enemies. Undei the 
mask of zeal for their master, tliC3 disguised the 
env3' w'hich thc3' harboured in their bi easts The3 
entered into a design of assassinating Bussi as he 
left my brother to go to his own lodgings, winch 
w'as generall3' at a late hour. The}' knew' that he 
w'as ahva3's accompanied home b}' fifteen or sixteen 
gentlemen, belonging to my brother, and that, 
notw'ithstanding he wore no sword, having been 
latel}' w'ounded m the right arm, his presence w'as 
sufficient to inspire the rest w'lth courage. 

In order, therefore, to make sure w'ork, they 
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resolved on attacking him with two or three ban 
dred men, thinkmg that night would throw a ^'eil 
over the disgrace of aoch an assassination 

Le Guast who commanded a regiment of 
guards furnished the requisite number of men, 
whom he disposed in five or six divisions, in the 
street through which he was to pass Their 
orders were to put out the torches and fiambeaux, 
and then to fire their pieces after which they were 
to charge his company observing particahrly to 
attack one who had his ngbt arm slung in a 
scarf 

Fortunately they escaped the mtended massacre, 
and fighting their way through reached Bussi s 
lodgings one gentleman only being killed, who 
^vas particular!} attached to M do Bossi and who 
was probably mistaken for him os he hod his 
arm likewise slung in a scarf 

An Italian gentleman, who belonged to my 
brother left them at the beginning of the attack, 
and came running back to the Louvtc. As soon as 
he rcacho<i m} brother s chamber door he cried out 
aloud ‘ Bussi is assassinated 1 brother was 

going out but I licanng the ct} of assassination 
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left chamber, by good fortune not being un- 
dressed, and stopped my brother. I then sent 
for the Queen my mother to come ^^^th all haste 
m order to prevent him from going out, as he was 
resolved to do, regardless of what might happen. 
It was with difficulty we could stay him, though 
the Queen my mother represented the hazard he ran 
from the darkness of the night, and his ignorance 
of the nature of the attack, which might have been 
purposely designed by le Guast to take away his 
life. Her entreaties and persuasions would have 
been of little avail if she had not used her authority 
to order all the doors to be barred, and taken the 
resolution of remaining where she was until she 
had learned \yhat had really happened. 

Bussi, whom God had thus miraculously pre- 
served, with that presence of mind which he was 
so remarkable for in time of battle and the most 
imminent danger, considering within himself when 
he reached home the anxiety of his master’s mind 
should he have received any false report, and fearing 
he might expose himself to hazard upon the first 
alarm being given (which certainly would have been 
the case, if my mother had not interfered and pre- 
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vented It), immediately despatched one of his people 
to let him know every circumstance 

The next day Bussi showed himself at the 
Louvre without the least dread of enemies, as if 
what had happened had been merel> the attack 
of a tournament My brother exhibited much 
pleasure at the sight of Bnssi, but expressed great 
resentment at such a danng attempt to depn\‘e 
him of so brave and valuable a servant, a maA 
whom le Guast durst not attack m any other way 
than by a base assassination 
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LETTER X 

nussi IS snvT iuom court — mxrg \ri;t's husiuvd 

ATTVCKHD WITH A IIT OP II’ILPRS^ — ULR GUI\T 
CARP or HIM — TORIGM OISMISSLD I ROM MARGMU.t's 
SERVICL — TH l. KING 01 WWKRK A\l> THK OUKl 01 
ALLNCON SrCRKTKV II.VVL TUI. COURT. 

Thi: Queen ni}' mother, .i woman endowed with 
the gieatest prudence and foresight of aiuone I ever 
knew, apprehensne of evil consequences from tins 
affair, and fearing a dissension hctui\t her two 
sons, ad\ised my hi other to fall upon some pretence 
for sending Bussi away from Court. In this advice 
I joined her, and, through our united counsel and 
request, my brother was prevailed upon to give his 
consent I had every reason to suppose that le 
Guast would take advantage of the rencounter to 
foment the coolness which already CNisted bctwi\t 
m}^ brother and the King my husband into an open 

rupture. Bussi, who implicitly follow ed mj'’ brother’s 

« 

directions m everything, departed with a companj^ 
of the bravest noblemen that were about the 
latter’s person 


6 
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Bussi was now rcmo\‘cd from the machinations 
of Ic Guast, who likewise failed in accomplishing 
a design he had long projected, to disunite the 
King m} husband and me. 

One night m} husband was attacked with a fit, 
and continued insensible for the space of on hour 
occasioned I supposed, bj hia excesses wath women 
for I ne\*cr knew anj-thing of the kind to happen 
to him before. Howtr\*cr, as it was mj dutj so to 
do, I attended him with so much care and ossiduih, 
that when he rcco\'cred bespoke of it to c\-or}*onc 
dcclanng that, if I had not pcrccKcd his indls 
position and colled fc^ the help of mj women he 
should not haw survi\*cd the fit 

From this time he treated mo with more kand 
ness, and the cordiahty betwixt m\ brother and 
him was again rc\i\*cd os if I had been the point 
of union at winch thej were to meet, or the 
(xment tliat joined them together 

Lc Guast was no>\ at his wata end for some 
fre^h contrivance to breed d»*iunion in the Court 
He had Intel) persuaded the King to remow 
from about tlic person of the Queen Con'uirt a 
pnnccss of the greatest \artuc and mrwt amiable 



MARGARET DE VALOIS 


83 


qualities, a female attendant of the name of Changi, 
for whom the Queen entertained a particular esteem, 
as having been brought up with her. Being success- 
ful m this measure, he now thought of making the 
King my husband send away Torigni, whom I 
greatly regarded. ^ 

The argument he used with the ICing was, that 
young princesses ought to have no favourites about 
them. 

The King, yielding to this man’s persuasions, 
spoke of it to my husband, who observed that it 
would be a matter that would greatly distress me ; 
that if I had an esteem for Tongni it was not 
without cause, as she had been brought up with 
the Queen of Spam and me from our infancy ; ' 
that, moreover, Tongni was a young lady of good 
understanding, and had been of great use to him 
during his confinement at Vincennes ; that it would 
be the greatest ingratitude m him to overlook 
services of such a nature, and that he remembered 
well when His Majesty had expressed the same 
sentiments. 

Thus did he defend himself against the per- 
formance of so ungrateful an action. However, 

6 — 2 



the King listened onlj to the arguments of le Gmst 
and told mj husband that he should ha\e no more 
love for him if he did not remove Tongni from 
about me the vcrj next maiimg 

He ivas forced to complj, greatlj contrary to 
his will, and, as he has since declared to me i\uth 
much regret Joming entreaties to commands, he 
laid his mjonctions on me accordingly 

Hem displeasing this separation ^vas I plainly 
disco%’cred by the many tears I shed on receiving 
his orders. It wtis in vain to represent to him 
the mjory done to my character by the sudden 
remo\*al of one who had been mtt me from my 
earUest years and was so greatly in my esteem 
and confidence he could not gi\e on car to my 
reasons, being firmly bound b\ the promise he had 
made to the King 

Accordingly Tongni left me that >-ery day 
and went to the bouse of a relation M 
Chastelas, I was so greatly offended inth this 
fresh indignity after so man\ of the kind formerly 
reccued, that I could not help ynclding to resent 
ment and m\ gnef and concern getting the upper 
hand of my prudence I exhibited a great coolness 
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and indifference towards my husband. Le Guast 
and Madame de Sauve were successful m creating 
a like indifference on his part, which, coinciding 
with mine, separated us altogether, and we neither 
spoke to each other nor slept m the same bed. 

A few days after this, some faithful servants 
about the person of the King my husband re- 
marked to him the plot which had been concerted 
with so much artifice to lead him to his ruip, by 
creating a division, first betwixt him and my 
brother, and next betwixt him and me, thereby 
separating him from those in whom only he could 
hope for his principal support. They observed to 
him that already matters were brought to such a 
pass that the King showed little regard for him, 

t 

and even appeared to despise him. 

They afterwards addressed themselves to my 

brother, whose situation was not in the least 

mended since the departure o^ Bussi, le Guast 

causing fresh indignities to be offered him daily. 

They represented to him that the King my husband 

and he were both circumstanced alike, and equally 

m disgrace, as le Guast had everything under 

|his direction, so that both of them were under the 
1 
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necessity of soliciting, through him, any fevours 
which they might want of the King, and which, 
when demanded, were constantly reftised them with 
great contempt Moreover, it was become danger 
ons to offer them service, as it was inevitable mm 
for anyone to do so 

‘Smce then, said thej, *‘yonr dissensiona ai>* 
pear to be bo hkelj to prove fatal to both that it 
would be advisable m j'Oii both to unite and come 
to a determination of leaving the Court and 
after collecting together yonr friends and servants, 
to require the Kmg an establishment suitable 
to j-oor ranks " Thej observed to m> brother that 
he had never }*et been pat in possession of his 
appanage, and received for his subsistence onlj 

t 

some certain allowances which ivere not regularlj 
paid him as thcj passed through the bands of 
lo Guast and were at his disposal, to bo dis- 
charged or kept back, as he judged proper Thej 
concluded with observing that with regard to the 
King mj husband, the government of Guyenno 
was taken out of his bonds, and neither vs’aa he 
permitted to visit that or anj other of his do 
minions 
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It wa-? hereupon rosoKcd to pursue the counsel 
now gi\cn, and that the King m\ husband and 
my brothel should immcdi.itch withdiaw them* 
sches fiom Court My brother made me ac- 
quainted with this resolution, obserxing to me, 
as m\ hu-^band and he wore now' friends again, 
that I ought to forget all that had passed ; ih-it 
m} husband had declaicd to him that he was 
sorry things had so happened, that we had been 
outwitted b\ our enemies, but that he was resohed, 
from henceforward, to show* me cverx attention 
and give me excry jnoof of his loxc and esteem, 
and he concluded xxith begging me to make my 
husband ex'erj shoxx of affection, and to be xxatch- 
ful for their interest during their absence. 

It was concerted betxx i\t them that my brother 
should depart first, making olT in a carnage in 
the best manner he could; that, in a fexv da^'s 
afterxvards, the King my husband should folloxv, 
under pretence of going on a hunting party. They 
both expressed their concern that they could not 
take me xxath them, assuring me that I had no 
occasion to have any apprehensions, as it xx'ould 
soon appear that they had no design to disturb 
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the peace of the kingdom, but merely to ensure 
the Bafetj of their own persons, and to settle their 
establishments In short, it might \vell be sup- 
posed that, m their present situation, thej had 
reason to afiprehend danger to themselves from 
such as had evil designs against their famflj 

Accordingly, as soon os it was dusk, and 
before the King's supper time m> brother changed 
his cloak, and concealmg the lower part of his 
lace to his nose m it left the palace, attended by 
a servant who was little known, and went on foot 
to the gate of Saint Honord, where he found Sumer 
waiting for him m a coach, borrowed of a lady 
for the purpose. 

My brother threw himself mto it and went to 
a house about a quarter of a league out of Pans 
where horses were staboned ready and at the 
distance of about a league ferther he jomed a 
party of two or three hundred horsemen of his 
3er>ants, who were awuitmg his coming Mj 
brother wras not missed till mno o clock, when 
the King and the Queen mj mother oskfed me 
the reason he did not come to sup with them 
as usual and if I knew of his being indisposed 
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j[ told them I had not seen him since noon. 

'rhereupon they sent to his apartments. Word 

« 

^vas brought back that he was not there. Orders 
^vere then given to enquire at the apartments of 
^he ladies whom he was accustomed to visit, 
jje was nowhere to be found. There was now a 
general alarm. The King flew into a great passion, 
^nd began to threaten me. He then sent for all 
^fie Princes and the great officers of the Court , 
g^nd giving orders for a pursuit to be made, and 
bring him back, dead or alive, cried out . 
t‘ He is gone to make war against me , but I will 
g^ow him what it is to contend with a King of 
niy power.” 

Many of the Princes and officers of State 
j-pmonstrated against these orders, which they 
Qbserved ought to be well weighed. They said 
^pat, as their duty directed, they were -willing to 
ypnture their lives- m the King’s service ; but to 
a^pt against his brother they were certain would 
jjOt be pleasing to the King himself , that they were 
■^^ell convinced his brother would undertake nothing 
^pat should give His Majesty displeasure, nor be 
productive of danger to the realm , that perhaps 
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his leaving the Coart was Giving to some disgust 
•which it would be more advisable to send and 
enquire into Others, on the contrary, were for 
putting the King s orders into execubon but, 
whatever expedition they could tise, it was da> 
before they set off, and as it •was then too late 
to overtake my brother, they returned, being only 
equipped for the poramb 

I ivas in tears the whole night of my brother s 
departure, and the next day •was seised with a 
violent cold, which was succeeded by a fever that 
confined me to my bed 

Meanwhfle my bosband was preparing for his 
departure, which took op all the bmo ho could 
spare from his visits to Madame de Sauv’e so 
that he did not think of me. He returned os 
usual at two or three in the morning, and, as we 
had separate beds I seldom beard him and m 
the morning, befote I was awake ho went to mj 
mother 8 levee, where he met Madame de Sau^ 
fs usuaL 

This being the case, he quite forgot his 
promise to my brother of speaking to me and when 
he went away it was without taJaug leave of me 



MARGARET DE VALOIS 


91 


The King did not show my husband more 
favour after m}^ brother’s evasion, but continued 
to behave with his former coolness This the 
more confirmed him m the resolution of leaving 
the Court, so that in a few da3'’s, under the pre- 
tence of hunting, he went awa}^ 
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LETTER XI 

QUEEN MAUGARET UKDEE AREEST — ATTEMPT ON TORIGNl S 
UFE — HER FORTOKATE DELIVERANCE 

The King supposing that I was a pnnapal 
instrameiit m aiding the Princes m their desertion, 
was greatly incensed against me, and his rage 
became at length so rtolent that, had not the Queen 
my mother moderated it, I am mchned to think 
my life had been in danger GuTJig way to her 
connsel he became more calm, but insisted upon 
a guard bemg placed over me, that I might not 
follow the King my husband neither have com 
munication with anyone, so as to give the Prmccs 
mtelhgence of wliat was going on at Court. The 
Queen my mother gai-e her consent to this measure 
as being the least violent and was well pleased 
to find his anger cooled in so great a degree 
She ho^\-e\-er requested that she might be per 
nutted to discourse with me, m order to reconcile 
me to a submission to treatment of so different 
a land from what I had hitherto laio%vn At the 
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same time she advised the King to consider that 
these troubles miglit not be lasting; that every- 
thing in the \\orld bore a double aspect , that 
what now appeared to him horrible and alaiming 
might, upon a second view, assume .i more pleasing 
and tranquil look ; that, as things changed, '^o 
should measures change with them; that thcic 
might come a time when he might have occasion 
for my scr\iccs; that, as prudence counselled us 
not to repose too much confidence in our friends, 
lest they should one day' become our enemies, so 
was it advisable to conduct ourscKes in such a 
manner to our enemies as if we had hopes they 
should hereafter become our friends By' suchlike 
prudent remonstrances did the Queen my mother 
restrain the King from proceeding to extremities 
w'lth me, as he w^ould otherwuse possibly' have done 
Le Guast now endeavoured to divert his fury 
to another object, in order to w'ound me m a most 
sensitive part He prevailed on the King to adopt 
a design for seizing Tongni, at the house of her 
cousin Chastelas, and, under pretence of bringing 
her before the King, to drowm her m a rn er 
which they' were to cross. The party' sent upon 
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this errand was admitted bj Chastelos, not suspect 
mg anj e\-il design, without the least difBcnlt> 
into his house. As soon as the> had gamed 
admi'ision thej proceeded to execute the cruel 
business thej wtxQ sent upon, by fastening Tongru 
mth cords and locking her up m a chamber, 
whilst their horses were baitmg Meantime, accdrd 
ing to the French custom thej crammed themselN'es, 
like gluttons, with the best eatables the boose 
afforded Chastclas who was a man of discretion, 
was not displeased to gam time at the expense of 
some part of his substance, considering that the 
suspension of a sentence is a prolongation of life, 
and that dunng this respite the King s heart might 
relent and he might countermand bis fo r m er orders, 
W^th these considerations he was induced to sub- 
mit though it was in his po\\'er to ha\'e called for 
assistance to repel this \iolcncc. But God, ^ho 
hath constantl} regarded my afflictions and afforded 
me protection against the malicious designs of ra> 
enemies was pleased to order poor Tongni to be 
delrv'ered bj means which I could ne\*er ha\*c 
dcM*^ had I been acquainted wnth the plot, of 
which I was totall> ignorant Sc\-cral of the 
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domestics, male as well as female, had left the 
house m a fright, fearing the insolence and rude 
treatment of this troop of soldiers, who behaved 
as riotously as if they were m a house given up 
to pillage. Some of these, at the distance of a 
quarter of a league from the house, by God’s 
providence, fell m with Fert6 and Avantigm, at 
the head of their troops, m number about two 
hundred horse, on their march to join my brother. 
Fert6, remarking a labourer, whom he knew to 
belong to Chastelas, apparently in great distress, 
enquired of him what was the matter, and whether 
he had been ill-used by any of the soldiery. The 

man related to him aU he knew, and m what 

♦ 

state he had left his master’s house. Hereupon 

0 

Fert6 and Avantigm resolved, out of regard to 
me, to effect Torigni’s deliverance, returning thanks 
to God for having afforded them so favourable an 
opportunity of testifying the respect they had 
always entertained towards me. 

Accordingly, they proceeded to the house %vith 
all expedition, and arrived just at the moment 
these soldiers were setting Torigni on horseback, 
for the purpose of conveying her to the river 
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wherein they had orders to plunge her Galloping 
into the courtyard sword m hand, they cned out 
“Assassins if you dare to offer that ladj the 
least injray, you are dead men 1 So saying 
they attacked them and drove them to flight, 
leaving their prisoner behind, nearly as dead with 
JO) as she was before with fear and apprehension 
After returning thanks to God and her deln'erers 
for so opportune and onetpected a rescue she and 
her cousm Chastelas set off m a carnage, under 
the escort of their rescuers, and joined my brother, 
who smce he could not have me with him was 
happy to have one so dear to me about him She 
remamed under my brother s protection as long 
as any danger was apprehended and was treated 
with os much respect as if she had been with me- 
Whilst the King ivas giving directions for this 
notable e-rpedition, for the purpose of saenfiang 
Tongm to his vengeance the Queen my mother 
who had not received the least intimation of it 
came to my apartment as I was dressing to go 
abroad m order to obsen’C hmv I should be 
received after what had passed at Court ba\nng 
still some alarms on account of mj husband and 
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brother. I had hitherto confined myself to my 
chamber, not having perfectly recovered my health, 
and, in reality, being all the time as much in- 
disposed m mind as m body. 

My mother, perceiving my intention, addressed 
me m these "words : “ My child, you are giving 
yourself unnecessary trouble m dressing to go 
abroad. Do not be alarmed at what I am going 
to tell you. Your own good sense will dictate to 
you that you ought not to be surpnsed if the 
King resents the conduct of your brother and 
husband, and, as he knows the love and friend- 
ship that exist between you three, should suppose 
that you were privy to their design of leaving the 
Court. He has, for this reason, resolved to detain 
you m it, as a hostage for them. He is sensible 
how much you are beloved by your husband, and 
thinks he can hold no pledge that is more dear 
to him On this account it is that the King has 
ordered his guards to be placed, with directions 
not to suffer you to leave your apartments. He 
has done this with the advice of his counsellors, 
by whom it was suggested that, if you had your 
free liberty, you might be induced to advise 

7 
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) our brother and husband of their deliberations 
I beg you wU not be ofifonded wth these measures, 
which, if it so please God, may not be of long 
continuance I b^, moreover, yon will not bo 
displeased with me if I do not pay you frequent 
visits as I should be unwiUmg to create any 
suspicions m the King s mind However j'ou 
may rest assured that I shall prevent any further 
steps from being taken that may proi'e disagree- 
able to ^xia, and that 1 shall use my atmost 
endea\*oar« to bring about a reconciliation betwixt 
your brothers 

I represented to her, in replj, the great in 
dignity that ^vafl offered to mo by putting mo under 
arrest , that it was tme ray brother had oU along 
communicated to me the just cause he had to be 
diasatisflcd, but that, with respect to the King mj 
husband, from tho time Torigni was token from 
me wc had not spoken to each other , neither had 
ho \a5ited mo dunng mj indisposition nor did he 
iTV'cn take leave of me when he left Court ** This 
sa>*s she, "is nothing at oH, it is merely a trifling 
difference betwixt man and wnfc which a fe^v sweet 
wTDrds con\ej’ed in a letter, wdll set to nghts. 
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When, by such means, he has regained your 
affections, he has only to write to you to come to 
him, and you will set off at the very first opportu- 
nity. Now, this IS what the King my son wishes 
to prevent.” 


7—2 
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LETTER XII 

THB PBJiCE or SENS BETWIXT HEaRY III AXD THE 
HUGUENOTS, 

Thb Queen my mother left me, saymg these 
words For my part, I remained a close prisoner, 
without a visit from a single person, none of my 
most mtimate fheods dmng to come near me, 
through the apprehension that such a step might 
prove injunous to their mteresta. Thus Jt is ever 
in Courts Adversaty is sohtarj’, while prosperity 
dwells m a crowd the object of persecntion being 
sure to be shurmed by his nearest friends and 
deaiest connections. The brave Gnilon was the 
only one who ventured to visit me> at the hazard 
of mcumng disgrace. He came five or six times 
to see me, and my guards were so much astonished 
at his resolution and awed by his presence, that 
not a single Ceibems of them ail wonid venture to 
refrise him entrance to m> apartments 

Meanwhile, the King my husband reached the 
States under hi6 govemmenL Being joined there 
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by his friends and dependents, they all represented 
to him the indignity offered to me by his quitting 
the Court without taking leave of me. They ob- 
served to him that I was a princess of good under- 
standing, and that it would be for his interest to 
regain my esteem ; that, when matters were put 
on their former footing, he might derive to him- 
self great advantage from my presence at Court. 
Now that he was at a distance from his Circe, 
Madame de Sauve, he could listen to good advice. 
Absence having abated the force of her charms, his 
eyes were opened ; he discovered the plots and 
'machinations of our enemies, and clearly perceived 
that a rupture could not but tend to the rum of 
us both. 

Accordingly, he wrote me a very affectionate 
letter, wherein he entreated me to forget all that 
had passed betwixt us, assuring me that from 
thenceforth he would ever love • me, and would 
give me every demonstration that he did so, 
desiring me to inform him of what was going 
on at Court, and how it fared with me and my 
brother My brother was in Champagne and the 
King my husband m Gascony, and there had 
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been no commomcation betwixt them, thongh they 
were on terms of fiTendship 

I received this letter daring my imprisonment, 
and it gave me great comfort under that situation 
Although my guards had strict orders not to 
permit me to set pen to paper, yet, as necessity 
IS said to be the mother of mvention, I found 
means to ivnte many letters to him 

Some few days after I had been put under 
arrest my brother had intelligence of it, which 
chagrined him so much that had not the love of 
his country prevailed with him the effects of his 
resentment would have been shown in a cruel 
avil war, to which purpose be had a sufficient 
force entirely at hi3 devotion He was however 
withheld by his patnotiam, and contented himself 
with wntmg to the Queen my mother informing 
her that if 1 ivas thus treated, he should bo driven 
upon some desperate measure. She feanng the 
consequence of an open rupture, and dreading lest, 
if blows were once struck, she should be depnved 
of the power of bnngmg about a reconciliation 
betivixt the brothers, represented the consequences 
to the King, and found him well disposed to lend 
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an ear to her reasons, as his anger was now cooled 

* 

the apprehensions of being attacked in Gascony, 
Dauphmy, Languedoc, and Poitou, with all the 
strength of the Huguenots under the King my 
husband. 

Besides the many strong places held by the 
Huguenots, my brother had an army with him m 
Champagne, composed chiefly of nobility, the 
bravest and best m France. The King found, 
since my brother’s departure, that he could not, 
either by threats or rewards, induce a single 
person among the Princes and great lords to act 
against him, so much did everyone fear to inter- 
meddle m this quarrel, which they considered as 
of a family nature , and after having maturely re- 
flected on his situation, he "acquiesced m my 
mother’s opinion, and begged her to fall upon 
some means of reconciliation She thereupon 
proposed going to my brother and taking me with 
her To the measure of taking me, the King had 
an objection, as he considered me as the hostage 
for my husband and brother She then agreed 
to leave me behind, and set off without my know- 
ledge of the matter At their interview, my brother 
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represented to the Queen my mother that he 
could not but be greatly dissatisfied with the King 
after the many mortifications he had received at 
Court, that the cruelty and injustice of confimng 
me hurt him equally as if done to hims elf, ob- 
serving moreover that, as if my arrest were not a 
suffiaent mortification, poor Tongni must be mad e 
to suffer and concluding vnth the declaration of 
his firm resolution not to listen to any terms of 
peace until I was restored to my hbcrtj, and repara 
Hon made me for the indignity 1 had sustained. 
The Queen my mother being nnable to obtain any 
other ans\ver returned to Court and acquamted 
the King with ray brother's determination Her 
advice was to go back again witb me, for going 
without me, she said, would answer very httle 
purpose and if I went with her m disgust, it 
would do more harm than good Besides, there 
was reason to fear in that case, I should msist 
upon going to my husband. In short, says she, 
my daughter s guard must be removed and she 
must be satisfied m the best w'ay we cam” 

The King agreed to foUoiv her advice and 
i\*as now, on a sudden, as eager to reconale 
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inaltcr- beivviM us as she w.i'- hn^-elf. IIcicupou 
I v.as soni for. aiul wIilu I to hci. ''he m- 

fornied mo that she lind {U\c<\ the way for p'MCo ; 
that it was for the. i^ond nf ilu* Stal«*. which she 
was sonsihlo I must he as tk^uous to pinmotc as 
my bnuher , tint she had it now* m In i powir 
to make a peace which would bo lo. satisfactory 
ns my brother could dosjri, and would put us ou- 
tirely out of the reach of le (lUasi’s nnohmntnui?, 
or those of aiy\one obc wIuj micbt ha\e an influ- 
ence o\cr the Kmt:'s mind. Slu ob'-irvid tiial, 
b\ ascisunct hti to proctue a j,'ood umlorstandinj^ 
betwi\t the KIntt and m\ biotlier, I should rohc\e 
her from that criie'l tlisqmetudc iimler which she 
at present laboured, as, should lhin^;s como to an 
open rupture, she could not hut ho j^rieNcd, which- 
e\er parly prevailed, as they were both Iier sons. 
She therefore expressed her hopes that I would 
' forget the injuries I had received, and dispose my- 
self to concur m a peace, ratlidr than join m any 
plan of revenge She assured me that the King 
w'as sorry for what had happened, that he had 
even expressed his regret to her with tears m his 
eyes, and had declared that he w^as ready to give 
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me e\-ery satisfaction I repbed that I was willing 
to sacrifice everything for the good of my brothers 
and of the State that I wished for nothing so 
much as peace, and that I would exert myself to 
the utmost to bring it aboaL 

As I uttered these words, the King came mto 
the closet, and ivith a number of fine speeches, 
endeavoured to soften my resentment and to recover 
my friendship to which I made such returns as 
might show him I harboured no ill will for the 
mjunes I bad received^ I was induced to such 
behavioor rather out of contempt, and because it 
was good policy to let the Bang go away satisfied 
ivith me. 

Besides, I had found a secret pleasure dunng 
my confinement, from the perusal of good books, 
to which I had given myself up with a delight I 
never before expenenced I consider this os an 
obligation I o^ve to Fortime, or rather, to Divine 
Providence, in order to prepare me, by such efBca 
aous means to bear up against the misfortunes 
and calamities that awaited me. By tracing Nature 
m the umversal book which is opened to all man 
land I was led to the knowledge of the Di\ine 
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Author. Science conducts us, step by step, through 
the whole range of creation, until we arrive, at 
length, at God. Misfortune prompts us to summon 
our utmost strength to oppose grief and recover 
tranquillity, until at length we find a powerful aid 
m the knowledge and love of God, whilst prosperit}^ 
hurries us away until we are overwhelmed b}^ our 
passions. My captivity and its consequent solitude 
afforded me the double advantage of exciting a 
passion for study, and an inclination for devotion, 
advantages I had never experienced during the 
vanities and splendour of my prosperity. 

As I have already observ^ed, the King, dis- 
covering m me no signs of discontent, informed 
me that the Queen my mother was going into 
Champagne to have an interview with my brother, 
in order to bring about a peace, and begged me 
to accompany her thither and to use my best 
endeavours to forward his views, as he knew my 
brother was always well disposed to follow my 
counsel ; and he concluded with saying that ' the 
peace, when accomplished, he should ever con- 
sider as being due to my good offices, and should 
esteem himself obliged to me for it. I promised 
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to exert myself in so good a \vork which I plainly 
perceived was both for my brother s advantage and 
the benefit of the State 

The Queen my mother and I set off for Sens 
the next da> The conference ivaa agreed to be held 
m a gentleman a chAtean, at a distance of abont 
a league from that place- My brother was waitmg 
for US accompanied by a small body of troops and 
the pnnapal Catholic lords and Pnnces of hia 
army Amongst these were the Duke Caaimir 
and Colonel Poux, who had brought him six 
thousand German horse, raised by the Huguenots, 
they having joined my brother as the King my 
husband and he acted in conjunction 

The treaty ^vas continued for several days, 
the conditions of peace requiring mnch discussion, 
especially such articles of it as related to rehgion 
With respect to these, when at length agreed 
upon, they u*ere too much to the advantage of 
the Huguenots, as it appeared afterwards, to be 
kept bot the Queen m> mother ga\'o in to them, 
in order to have a peace, and that the German 
ca\’alrj before mentioned might be disbanded. She 
^^■as, moremer, desirous to get my brother out of 
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the liands of tlic Huguenots; and he was hnnsclf 
as willing to lea\e them, being always a very good 
Catholic, and joining the Huguenots only through 
necessity. 

One condition of the peace was, that in} 
brother should have a suitable LStabh-'hincnt. My 
brother likewise stipulated foi me, that iri} marriage 
portion should be assigned in lands, and M. de 
Beauvais, a commissioner on his part, insisted 
much upon it. My mother, however, opposed it, 
and persuaded me to join her in it, assuring me 
that I should obtain from the King all I could 
require. Thereupon I begged I might not be in- 
cluded in the articles of pe.acc, observing that I 
would rather owe whatever I was to receive to 
the particular favour of the King and the Queen 
my mother, and should, besides, consider it as 
more secure w'hcn obtained by such means. 

The peace being thus concluded and ratified 
on both sides, the Queen m} mother prepared 
to return At this instant I received letters from 
the King my husband, in which he expressed a 
great desire to see me, begging me, as soon as 
peace was agreed on, to ask leave to go to him 
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I comraamcated ray husband & \vish to the Queen 
ray mother, and added my own entreaties She 
expressed herself greatly averse from such a 
measure, and usfed every argument to set me 
against it She observed that, when I refused her 
proposal of a divorce after Saint Bartholomew 3 
Day she gave way to my refusal, and com 
mended me for it, frecause my husband was then 
converted to the Catholic religion , but now, 
that he had abjured Catholicism, and ^7a3 turned 
Huguenot ogam, she could not give her consent 
that I should go to him- When I still insisted 
upon gomg, she burst into a flood of tears, and 
said, if I did not ret urn with her, it would prove 
her nun that the Kmg would bchcve it was her 
doing that she had promised to bnng me back 
with her and that, when my brother returned to 


Court, which would be soon, the would give her 


We now returned to Paris, land found the 
King well satitfied that we had f made a peace, 
though not ho^veve^, pleased with the articles 
concluded in favour of the Hugui^ots He there 
fore resolved withm himselfi os so/on as my brother 
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shnulcl return to Ccniit. t<' liiul s<»inc )uclc'\l foi 
icnewinc tiu' war. 'I'ho'^u achantaqi-oim cniuhtKui'; 
were, indeed, only fji.inted (he Hni^iKnol^^ to t 
my hrollici <'>ut of their h.ind<, who w.m di t.ained 
iK.u two monili^. bunu cmplo^d in dishandinjj 
In-^ Gorman hor^c and tiu. ic<t of In'; army. 
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LETTER XIII 

THE LEAGU * — VftA DBCLAaED AGATKST THE HDCUEKOTS 
— QUEEN MAftCAJlET fiETE OUT FOB SPA, 

At length my brother returned to CoorL ac 
coinpan\ed by all the Cathobc nobUity who had 
followed his fortunes The King received him verj 
graciouslj and showed by his reception of biin» 
how much he was pleased at his return Bussi, 
who returned with my brother, met likewise with 
a gracious recephou, Le Ouast was now no more, 
haMUg died under the operation of a particular 
regimen ordered for him b) his physician Ho 
had given himself up to every kind of debancheiy 
and his death seemed the judgment of the Almighty 
on one whose body had long been perishing, and 
whoso soul had been made over to the pnnee 
of demons as the price of assistance through the 
means of diabolical magic, which he constantlj 
practised The King, though now without this 
instrument of his malicious contnvances turned 
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his thoughts entirel}^ upon the destruction of the 
Huguenots. To effect this, he strove to engage 
my brother against them, and thereby make them 
his enemies , and that I might be considered as 
another enemy, he used every means to prevent 
me from going to the King my husband Accord- 
ingly he showed every mark of attention to both 
of us, and manifested an inclination to gratify all 
our wishes 

After some time, M. de Duras arrived at Court, 
sent by the King my husband to hasten my depar- 
ture. Hereupon, I pressed the King greatly to 
think well of it, and give me his leave. He, to 
colour his refusal, told me he could not part 
with me at present, as I was the chief ornament 
of his Court ; that he must keep me a little longer, 
after which he would accompany me himself on 
my way as far as Poitiers. With this answer 
and assurance, he sent M. de Duras back. These 
fexcuses were purposely framed m order to gam 
time, until everything was prepared for declaring 
war against the Huguenots, and, m consequence, 
against the King my husband, as he frilly designed 
to do. 


8 
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As a pretence to break with the Hnguenots, 
a report waa spread abroad that the Cathohcs 
were dissatisfied with the Peace of Sen* and 
thought the terras of it too ad\’antageoD3 for the 
Huguenots, This rnmour succeeded, and pro- 
dnced all that discontent amongst the Cathohcs 
intended by it A leagne waa formed in the 
proraces and great cities which was jomed by 
numbers of the Catholics M de Guise ivas 
named as the head of all This was well known 
to the King who pretended to be ignorant of 
what was going forward though nothing else was 
talked of at Court 

The States were convened to meet at Blois 
Previons to the opening of this assembly the 
King called my brother to his closet, where \vere 
present the Queen my mother and some of the 
King B counsellors Ho represented the great con 
sequence the Catholic league was to his State 
and aothontj, even though they should appoint 
de Guise as the head of it that such a measure 
ivas of the highest importance to them both, 
mcamng mv brotljer and himself that the 
Cathohcs had very just reason to be dissatisfied 
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With the peace, and that it behoved him, address- 
ing himself to my brother, rather to join the 
Catholics than the Huguenots, and this from con- 
science as well as interest. He concluded his 
address to my brother with conjuring him, as a 
son of France and a good Catholic, to assist him 
with his aid and counsel in this critical juncture, 
when his crown and the Catholic religion were 
both at stake. He further said that, in order to 
get the start of so formidable a league, he ought 
to form one himself, and become the hea,d of it, 
as well to show his zeal for religion as to prevent 
the Catholics from uniting undbr any other leader. 
He then proposed to declare himself the head of 
a league, which should be joined by my brother, 
the Princes, lords, governors, and others holding 
offices under the Government. Thus was my 
brother reduced to the necessity of making His 
Majesty a tender of his services for the support 
and maintenance of the Catholic religion 

The King, having now obtained assurances of 
my brother’s assistance in the event of a war, 
which was his sole view in the league which he 

had formed wth so much art, assembled together 

8—2 



USUOIRS OF 


ii6 

the Pnnces and great lords of his Court, and, 
calling for the roll of the league, signed it first 
himself, next calhng upon my brother to sign it, 
and lastly, upon all present. 

The next day the States opened their meeting 
when the King, calling npon the Bishops of Lyons, 
Ambnine Vienne, and other prelates there present, 
for their adyice, was told that, after the oath 
taken at his coroDation no oath made to heretics 
could bind him, and therefore he was absolved 
from his engagements with the Huguenots. 

This declaratioa bemg made at the opening 
of the assembly, 5nd war declared against the 
Huguenots, the King abruptly dismissed firom 
Court the Huguenot, Gemsac, who had arrived a 
few days before charged by the King my husband 
\vith a commission to hasten ray departoro The 
King very sharply told him that his sister had 
been given to a Cathohe, and not to a Huguenot 
and that if the King my husband expected to 
have me, he must declare himself a Cathohe 

Every preparation for N^’ar was made, and 
nothing else talked of at Court and to moke raj 
brother still more obnoxious to the Huguenots, he 
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had the command of an army given him. Genisac 
came and informed me of the rough message he 
had been dismissed with. Hereupon I went 
directly to the closet of the Queen my mother, 
where I found the King. I expressed my resent- 
ment at being deceived b}^ him, and at being 
cajoled by his promise to accompany me from Paris 
to Poitiers, which, as it now appeared, was a mere 
pretence. I represented that I did not marr}'^ by 
my own choice, but entirely agreeable to the advice 
of King Charles, the Queen my mother, and him- 
self; that, since they had given him to me for a 
husband, they ought not to hinder me from par- 
taking of his fortunes ; that I was resolved to go 
to him, and that if I had not their leave, I would 
get away how I could, even at the hazard of my 
life. The King answered ; Sister, it is not now 
a time to importune me for leave I acknow- 
ledge that I have, as you say, hitherto prevented 
you from going, in order to forbid it altogether 
From the time the King of Navarre changed his 
religion, and again become a Huguenot, I have 
been against your going to him. What the Queen 
my mother and I are doing is for your good I 
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am determined to carry on a ^var of extermination 
until this ivretched religion of the Huguenots, 
which IB of so mischievous a nature, is no more. 
Consider, my sister if you, who are a Cathohc 
were once m their hands you ^vould become a 
hostage for me, and prevent my design And who 
knows but they might seek their revenge upon me 
b) taking awa> your life ? No you shall not go 
amongst them and if you leave us in the manner 
you have now mentioned, rely upon it th at you 
will make the Queen your mother and me your 
bitterest eoemies and that we shall use eve^ 
means to make you feel the effects of our resent 
ment , and, moreover, yon will mak e your husband s 
situation worse instead of better 

I went from this audience ivith much dis 
satisfaction, and taking advice of the principal 
persons of both sexes belonging to Court ^vhom 
I esteemed my friends I found them ail of opinion 
that It would be exceedingly improper for me to 
remam m a Court now at open variance ivith 
the King mj husband- Thej recommended me 
not to sta> at Court whilst the ivar lasted, sa^hig 
it ivould be more honourable for me to lea\’C the 
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kingdom under the pretence of a pilgrimage, or a 
visit to some of my kindred. The Princess of 
Roche-sur-Yon was amongst those I consulted upon 
the occasion, who was on the point of setting off 
for Spa to take the waters there. 

My brother was likewise present at the con- 
sultation, and brought with him Mondoucet, who 
had been to Flanders in quality of the King’s agent, 
from whence he was just returned to represent to 
the King the discontent that had arisen amongst 
the Flemings on account of infringements made 
by, the Spanish Government on th*e French laws. 
He stated that he was commissioned by several 
nobles, and the municipalities of several towns, to 
declare how much they were inclined in their 
hearts towards France, and how ready they were 
to come under a French government. Mondoucet, 
perceiving the King not inclined to listen to his 
representation, as having his mind wholly occu- 
pied by the war he had entered into with the 
Huguenots, whom he was resolved to punish for 
having joined my brother, had ceased to move in 
It further to the King, and addressed himself on 
the subject to my brother. My brother, with that 
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princely spirit whicli led him to undertake great 
achievements, readily lent an ear to Mondoucet s 
proposition, and promised to engage in it, for he 
was bom rather to conquer to keep what he 
conquered Mondoucet a proposition was the more 
pleasing to him as it was not onjost , it bemg in 
feet, to reco ve r to France what had been usnrped 
by Spaim 

Mondoncet had now engaged himself in ray 
brother s service, and was to retnm to Flanders 
under a pretence of accompanying the Princess of 
Roche-sur Yon in her journey to Spa and as this 
agent perceived my counsellors to be at a loss for 
some pretence for roy leaving Court and quitting 
France dnnng the war and that at first Savoj 
was proposed for my retreat, then Lorraine, and 
then Our Lady of L^oretto, he suggested to my 
brother that I might be of great use to him m 
Flanders if under the colour of any complaint, 
I should bo recomrnended to dnnk the Spa ^vaters, 
and go with the Princess of Roche-sur Yon My 
brother acqmesced m this opinion, and came up to 
me saying 'Oh, Quecnl jou need be no longer at 
a loss for a place to go to I have obsen-ed that 
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30U ha^e fro(juentl\ an oij'^ipelas on your arm, 
and }OU innsl accompain the Prmcc'^s to Spa. 
You must ?a} \our pln'^ician*^ li.id ordered those 
waters for the complaint; bnt when the\ did *^0, 
It was not the ‘^ea'^on to take (hem. Tliat season 
IS now approaching;, and \on hope to ha\c the 
King's lca\c to go tlicre,” 

M\ brother did not deliver all he wished to 
saj at tliat time, because tiie Cardinal de Bourbon 
was present, whom he knew' to be a friend to the 
Guises and to Spain. However, I saw' through his 
real design, and that lie wished me to promote 
his views in Flanders. 

The companv approved of my brother’s advice, 
and the Princess of Rochc-sur-Yon lieard the pro- 
posal with great jov', having a great regard for 
me She promised to attend me to the Queen my 
mother when I should ask her consent 

The next day I found the Queen alone, and 
represented to her the extreme regret I experienced 
m finding that a war was inevitable betwixt the 
King m3' husband and His Majest}', and that I 
must continue in a state of separation from my 
husband , that, as long as the war lasted, it was 
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neither decent nor honourable for me to stay at 
Court, where I must be in one or other, or both, 
of thes^ cruel situations either that the King mj 
husband should beheve that I continued in it out 
of mchnation and think roe deficient m the dut} 
I owed him , or that His Mojestj should entertain 
suspicions of mj gi\*mg mtelhgence to the King 
mj husband Either of these cases, I obser\"ed 
could not but ptm-o mjunoos to me. I therefore 
prayed her not to take it amiss if I desired to 
remo^e mj'self from Court and from becoming so 
unpleasant!} situated adding that my pb}’aictQos 
had for some time recommended roe to take the 
Spa waters for on erysipelas — to which I had been 
long subject — on mj arm the season for takmg 
these waters was now approaching and that if 
she app^o^*cd of it, I w'ould use the present oppor 
tumt}, b> which means I should be at a distance 
from Court and show mj husband that os I 
could not be with him I was unwilling to remain 
amongst his enemies. I further expressed m} 
hope* that through her prudence, a peace might 
bo effected in a short time betwixt the Kmg m} 
husband and His Majestj and that m} husband 
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tlKH- 5>^t uil, in Ik r j<»nnK \ to Spa. 

Slu apj'ri'\o(i of v.h.it I j>iojiit^t il, .uul (‘\- 
prc^ced htj faction ihnt I li.ul t i)a n <=0 

prmicnt a re-olution. She ol'-'tiu'il liow mtjrli 
she \\a‘> cliat;rinul wlicn «:lu founti ihul tilt Kinj;, 
throuith the cm! pir^uasioii'' of the hi<hoji'5, had 
re‘:oK<,ii to break throu}th the comlition‘' of the 
last peace, which she had concluded in his nanu. 
She saw already the ill cfTecls of this hast) pio- 
ccedinp, as u had removed fiom the Kinj,'s council 
mail} of liis ablest and best servants. This ^^ave 
her, she said, much concern, as it did likewise to 
think I could not remain at Court without offend- 
ing my husband, or creating jealous} and suspicion 
m the King’s mind. This being certainly what 
was likely to be the consequence of m} staying, 
she w'ould advise the King to give me leave to 
set out on this journey. 
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She was as good as her word, and the King 
discoursed with me on the sul^ect without ex 
hibiting the smallest resentment Indeed he was 
well pleased now that he had prevented me from 
going to the King my husband, for whom he had 
conceived the greatest animosity 

He ordered a couner to be immediately des- 
patched to Don John of Anstna — who commanded 
for the King of Spam in Flanders — to obtam from 
him the necessary passports for a free passage m 
the conntnes under his command, as I should be 
obhged to cross a part of Flanders to reach Spa, 
which IS m the bishopric of Liige. 

All matters being thus arranged, we separated 
m a few days after this interview The short 
time raj brother and I remained together was 
employed by him m giving mo instructions for 
the commission I bad undertaken to execute for 
him in Flanders The King and the Queen mj 
mother set out for Poibcra, to be near the army 
of ?il de Mayenne then besieging Broaoge which 
place bemg reduced it was intended to march mto 
Gosconj and attack the King my husband 

Mj brother had the command of another 
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arm3% ordered to besiege Issoire and some other 
to^^^ls, which he soon after took. 

For my part, I set out on my journey to 
Flanders accompanied by the Princess of Roche- 
sur-Yon, Madame de Tournon, the lady of my 
bed-chamber, Madame de Mouy of Picardy, Ma- 
dame de Chastelame, De Millon, Mademoiselle 
d’Atric, Mademoiselle de Tournon, and seven or 
eight other young ladies. My male attendants 
were the Cardinal de Lenoncourt, the Bishop of 
Langres, and M. de Mouy, Lord of Picardy, at 
present father-m-law to the brother of Queen 
Louisa, called the Count of Chalingy, with my 
principal steward of the household, m}^ chief 
esquires, and the other gentlemen of my estab- 
lishment 
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LETTER XIV 

DESCftlpnOW OP QUEBN ttAJKlAPBT S EQUIPAGB — HER 
JOURKBY TO UtGE OBflCRlBED — SHE EWTER3 WITH 
3UCCESB UPON HER tfISSlON — STRllONC INSTANCE OF 
ilATBRNAi, DUTT AND AFFBCTIOH IN A GREAT LADY 
— DIEASTBRS NEAR THB CLOSE OF THE JOURNEY 

The cavalcade that attended me excited great 
cnnositv as it passed through the several towns 
in the course of roy joiime>, and reflected no 
small degree of credit on France, as it nvus 
splendidly set out and made a handsome appear 
once, I travelled m a btter, raised with pillars. 
The lining of it was Spamsh velvet of a enmson 
colour embroidered m vanons devices ^vlth gold 
and different coloured silk thread The windows 
were of glass painted m devices. The lining and 
windows had in the whole forty devices all 
different and alluding to the sun and its effects 
Each device had its motto either in the Spanish 
or Italian language, Mj Utter was foUensed by 
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John The bishop received me with great pohte 
ness and not a little of the Spanish ceremonv 
Although the aty of Cambray is not so itcU 
built as some of our towns in France, I thought 
it, notwithstanding, fiar more pleasant than many 
of these aa the streets and squares ore larger and 
better disposed The churches are grand and 
highly ornamented, which is, mdeed, common to 
France, bat what I admired, above all, ^vas the 
citadel, which ib the finest and best constructed 
m Chnstendom The Spaniards eicpenenced it to 
be strong whilst my brother had it m his posses* 
Sion The governor of the citadel at this time 
was a worthy gentleman named M d Ainsi who 
was, in every respect a pohto and well accom 
pUshed trfan, having the carnage and behaviour 
of one of our most perfect courtiers, ■very different 
from the rude mavili^ which appears to be the 
characteristic of a Fleming 

The bishop gave us a grand supper, and after 
supper a ball, to which he had invited all the 
ladies of the cit> As soon as the ball was 
opened he withdrew m accordance with the 
Spanish ccremonj but II d Ainsi did the 
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honours for liim. niul Kept ino coinpuin dunn;;^ the 
ball, conducting;; me aftcruaids to a collation, \\hich, 
considering his command at the citadel, wa^;, I 
thought, imprudent. / ^pcak from cxptUiiirt, having 
bci.n laugh!, la my co\l, and conUniy In my dc’uu', 
Ihc caution and vigilance mccs^aty to hi nh^eivtd tn 
keeping such plat is. As 1113 regard for m3' brother 
^^as alwaNS predominant with me, I contmuall}'' 
had his instructions m mmd, and now thought I 
had a fair oppoitunitv to open m3 commission 
and forward his Mews m Flanders, this town of 
Cambr.a3', and cspcciall3' the citadel, being, as it 
w'ere, a key to that country. Accordmgl3 I em- 
plo3'cd all the talents God had given me to make 
M. d’Ainsi a friend to France, and attach him to 
013- brother’s inteiest Through God’s assistance 
I succeeded wuth him, and so much was M. 
d’Ainsi pleased w'ith m3' conversation that he 

t 

came to the resolution of soliciting the bishop 
his master to grant him leave to accompany me 
as far as Namur, where Don John of Austria w'as 
in waiting to receive me, observing that he had 
a great desure to witness so splendid an inter- 
view'. This Spanish Fleming, the bishop, had the 

9 
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vreakness to grant M d Amsi s request, who con 
tinned following in my tram for ten or twelve 
days During this time he took every opportunity 
of discoursing with me, and showed that in his 
heart he was ivell disposed to embrace the service 
of France wishing no better master than the Pnnce 
my brother and declaring that he heartily despised 
bemg under the command of his bishop who, though 
bis sovereign was not his superior b> birth, being 
bom a private gentleman hke himself, and, in every 
other respect greatly his inferior 

Leaving Cambray, I set out to sleep at Valen 
aences the chief city of a part of Flanders 
called by the same name Where this country is 
divided from the Cambresis (as far as which I 
was conducted by the Bishop of Cambray) the 
Count de M dc Montigny hia brother, 

and a number of gentlemen, to the amount of 
two or three hundred, came to meet mo;. 

Valenciennes is a town infenor to Cambray 
in pomt of strength but equal to it for the 
beauty of its squares and churches the former 
ornamented isath fountains as the latter are iMth 
curious clocks. The mgenuitj of the Germans in 
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the construction of tlicii clocks was a matter of 
f:^rcat surpii-^e to all m3 attendants, few amongst 
whom had e\er Iiefore seen clocks cxliibiling a 
number of moxing ligurcs, .ind playing a \aiiety 
of tunes in the most agreeable inannci. 

The Count de Lalain, the go\ernor of tlie 
city. inMtcd the lords and gentlemen of m3' tram 
to a banquet. rcscr\ing himself to gi\c an enter- 
tainment to the ladies on our arri\al at Mons, 
where we should find the Countess his wife, his 
sistcr-in-Iaw Madame dWurec, and other ladies 
of distinction. Accordingly the Count, with his 
attendants, conducted us thither the next day. 
He claimed a relationship with the King 1T13' hus- 
band, and was, in reaht3% a person w’ho earned 
great w'eight and authont3'. He was much dis- 
satisfied w'lth the Spanish Government, and had 
conceived a great dislike for it since the execution 
of Count Egmont, wdio was his near kinsman. 

Although he had hitherto abstained from en- 
tering into the league with the Prince of Orange 
and the Huguenots, being himself a steady Catholic, 
yet he had not admitted of an interview wuth Don 

John, neither would he suffer him, nor anyone m 

9—2 
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the interest of Spain, to enter upon hia temtones 
Don John \vaa unwfllmg to give the Count anj 
nmbrage, lest he should force him to unite the 
Catholic League of Flanders, called the League of 
the States, to that of the Prmco of Orange and the 
Huguenots well foreseeing that such a union 
would prove fatal to the Spanish interest, ns other 
goi'ernora have since experienced. With this dis- 
position of mind, the Count de Lalain thought ho 
could not give me sufficient demonstrations of the 
joy he felt by m) presence and be could not ha>e 
shown more honour to his natoral pnneo nor dis 
plaj-ed greater marVs of 'seal tuid affection 

On our amval at Mens I \va3 lodged in his 
house, and founjl there the Coontess his ivife and 
a Court consisting of eighty or a hundred ladies 
of the aty and countrj My reception uus rather 
that of their sovereign lady than of a foreign 
princess The Flemish ladies are naturally lively 
affable and engaging The Countess de Lalam is 
remarkably so and is moreo\*cr, a ivoman of great 
sense and cleiution of roind, in which particular, as 
u oil os in air and countenance she cames a staking 
resemblance to the lad> jour cousin Wc became 



in \ \nn» 133 

Knnn ili.iU 1\ intiinitf. uul r.iniMU'nrt <1 ,i lain 
fill .ii o'lv tU''; mit'ij)':. \\ h< ti thr ‘'Upp' i 

)iui:t 1' uiit . V( ^ { <ln\\a i«i .t b.UKpiit, ulmli 
MiivinVd in .1 biil: .uni fhi* rtili ihc t'ciint <>h 
•’'(r\<u .1^ ,1' 1 ''t ,ii Mi'ir. v.hi(h n.a.. 

irdi < 4 . li'ni;<r tb.in I miimlnl. ll li.ul ]’< cii ni) 
nUiMitii'ii *u '~\.\\ at Mim- i-jk nr'ht onl). htit iIk 
(\‘niU**> iiMi’pii'^ ],nlv pn v.nlcd t>n ini* lo p.i*'*- .1 
\\holi vfoK t)uri 1 to i \n!‘>r ni\':«‘if fioin 

^o lonj,' .1 miri'pniui: it niipht hi* iiiconM'fiic'iit 

to thi in : lull whatiMT I ronU! c.ij availicl nolliin;^ 
uiili tlu* Count and In'; l.idy, and I w.i'i imdcr the 
nrce->';itv of rem.unin^r '^bli tlu in cii^hl (!a\s. The 
CtmnU“^‘^ and I wore on ‘-o fannhar a footing' that 
she staid in nu* btd-cliainht r till a hito hour, and 
would not ha\c kft me then had ?he not mu 
posed upon liercolf a tack \eiy rarely performed 
by person*; of her rank, which, ho\\e\cr, placed 
the goodness of her disposition in the most amiable 
light. In fact, she ga\c suck to her infant son. 
and one day at table, sitting next me, whose whole 
attention was absorbed m the promotion of my 
brother’s interest — tlic table being the place where, 
according to the custom of the country, all are 
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familiar and ceremonj is laid aside — she^ dressed 
out m the nchest manner and blazing with dm 
monds gave the breast to her child without rising 
from her seat the infant being brought to the table 
as auperblj habited as its nurse the mother She 
performed this maternal duty with so much good 
humour and ^vlth a gracefulness peculiar to herself 
that this charitable office — which would have ap- 
peared disgusting and been considered as an affront 
if done b> some others of equal rank — gave pleasure 
to all who sat at table, and accordingly, they 
signified their approbation by their applause. 

The tables being removed, the dances com 
menced m the same room wherein we had supped 
which was magmficent and large. The Countess 
and I sittmg side by side, I expressed the pleasure 
I received from her conversation, and that I should 
place this meeting amongst the happiest events of my 
life '"Indeed, said I " I shall have cause to regret 
that It ever did take place, as I shall depart from 
hence so nnwnllmgly, there bemg so little probablUt} 
of our meeting again soon. Whj did Heaven denj 
our being bom m the same country 1 

This was said in order to rntrodncc my brother ^ 
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Slu‘ roplkd cotniii\ did, indu'd, 

fornurl\ hi Ion*; to I'r.mco, uul out l.iuyt'i" iniu 
pKnd their c,tti^c^ in the Tn'iirh l:ini;ua-s'c, d'hc 
‘plotter put of tile piojiK In r<* ‘^ti'll retain an 
.ifncti'ni ft'r the I'u'iieli nation I'oi in\ {urt,” 
,Kldid the Coiinti "1 hue Irul a stiom; .itlach- 

t 

inetit to \ our country i\ej <inct* I ha\i Ind llic* 
honour of ''Uiin;: \ou 'I Iik rountiy has hi en lonj:,' 
in the' po>stv',ion the Houct of \u‘:trM hut the 
rci;ard of (ht people foi th.it house h.es been f^reatl) 
weiki ned In the death of Count Mynnont. .M de 
Horne, M. de 3 fontif:n\ and others of tin ‘■nine 
part\, ‘=01110 of tin in our ncai rclitions, .ind .ill of 
the best fninilies of the* count! \\'i entiit.un the 
utmost dislike for the S[).inish Go\ eminent, and 
nksh for nolhinj^ ^o much as to throw off the }oku of 
their tyr.inii} ; hut, as the country is dnidcd betwixt 
different religions, \\(_ .ire ,it a loss how to effect it 
If we could unite, we should soon drive out the 
Spaniards, but this division amongst oursches 
renders us weak. Would to God, the King }0ur 
brother w'ould come to a resolution of reconquering 
this country, to w'lnch he has an ancient claim ' 
We should all receive him with open arms" 
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This \\Ti3 a frank declaration, made bj the 
Coantcss unthout premeditation, bat it had been 
long agitated m the mmds of the people ivho con 
sidered that it w-as from France thej \vere to hope 
for redress from the cxils aith which they \vcre 
afflicted I now found I had as faNXiarable an 
opening as I could wash for to declare mj errand 
I told her that the King of France mj brother was 
a\'crsc from engaging in foreign war and the more so 
os the Huguenots m his kingdom were too strong 
to admit of his sending an> large force out of iL. 

Mj brother JLlen 9 on, said I 'has suffiaent means, 
and might be mduced to ondertake it. He has 
equal \-alonr prudence and bcne\*olence \nth the 
King mj brother or anj of his ancestors He has 
been bred to arms, and is esteemed one of the 
hra\-est generals of these tunes He has the com 
mand of the King s armj against the Huguenots, 
and has latelj taken a well fortified town, called 
Issoire, and some other places that %vere in their 
possession on could not imate to jT)iir assistance 
a pnnee who has it so much m his pmw to giN'e 
It being not onl} a neighbour but ha^nDg a kingdom 
like France at his dc\-otion, frtim whence ho ma> 
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expect to derue the necessary aid and succour. 
The Count your husband may be assured that if 
he do my brother this good office he will not find 
him ungrateful, but may set what price he pleases 
upon his meritonous service. I\Iy brother is of a 
noble and generous disposition, and ready to requite 
those who- do him favours. He is, moreover, an 
admirer of men of honour and gallantr}^ and ac- 
cordingly IS followed by the bravest and best men 
France has to boast of. I am m hopes that a peace 
wll soon be re-established with the Huguenots, and 
e.xpect to find it so on my return to France. If 
the Count your husband thinks as you do, and will 
permit me to speak to him on the subject, I will 
engage to bring my brother over to the proposal, 
and, in that case, your country in general, and your 
house m particular, will be well satisfied with him. 
If, through your means, my brother should establish 
himself here, you may depend on seeing me often, 
there being no brother or sister who has a stronger 
affection for each other.” 

The Countess appeared to listen to what I said 
with great pleasure, and acknowledged that she had 
entered upon this discourse without design. She 
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observed that, having perceived I did her the 
honour to have some regard for her she had 
resolved vnthin herself not to let me depart out of 
the country vathout explaining to rae the situation 
of It and begging me to procure the aid of France 
to relieve them from the apprehensions of Imng in 
a ^itatc of perpetual vrar or of submitting to Spanish 
tjTannj She thercap>on entreated me to allow her 
to relate our present conversation to her husband 
and permit them both to confer \ntb me on the 
subject the next da\ To this 1 readDj ga\'c m\ 
consent 

Thus vre passed the e%*ening m discourse upon 
the object of mission and I observed that she 
took a singular pleasure in talking upon it m aB our 
succeeding conferences when I thought proper to 
introduce it The ball being ended we went to 
hear \*cspers at the church of the Canonesses ' 
an order of nuns, of which we hare none in 
France, These are young ladies who are entered 
in these commumtics at a tender age, m order 
to imptxwe their fortunes till thej are of an 
age to be married. Th^ do not all sleep under 
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(he uH>r, l)Ut mi clct.ichul uithni .ui 

cMclosnro. In cnch of .ui ihicc. 

four, or jHriinp*^ <i\ }ouni^ t^irK mukr tho rate 
of an o!(.l woman. uovernf'^'t lo"( llici 

with tin. alihc'-'^, arc of llir tinmlut of ‘^ncii a‘> 
ha\e no\(*i l)ecn matricil. 'flu sc m\<‘r wcat 

tlic habit of the oitlor hnl in chnirh. and the 
?cr\ict ilurt (lulcd, tluv tlrc-^s Ida others, pay 
Mcit?, ficfpiont halls, and qo wliure they ploa^^e. 
Tiie\ wore coii'^tant \ieiior<; at tin ( (Minl'^ mtei- 
tainmenl^, and danced at his h.dl«. 

7'hc Counted'? th<niqhl tin tmu lonq until the 
night when ?hc had an opjiorlnnity of i elating to 
the Count the coin creation she had with rm*, and 
the opening of the business. The ne\t morning 
she came to me, and brought hei husband with 
her. He entered into a detail of the grie\ances 
the countr) laboured under, and the just reasons 
he had for ridding it of the tjrannj' of S])ain. In 
doing this, he said he should not consider himself 
as acting against his natural So\ercign, because 
he w'cll knew' he ought to look for him m the 
person of the King of France. Ho explained to 
me the means wdiereb}- my brother might establish 
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himself m Flanders, having possession of Hainault, 
which extended as far as Broasels He said the 
difficulty lay in securing the Cambresis, which is 
situated betwurt Hainault and Flanders It would, 
therefore be necessary to engage M d Ainsi m the 
business. To this I replied that, as he ivas his 
neighbour and friend, rt might be better that he 
should open the matter to him , and I begged he 
would do so I next assured him that he might 
have the most perfect reliance on the gratitude 
and friendship of my brother, and be certain of 
receiving as large a share of power and authonty 
as such a service done by a person of his rank 
merited Lastly, we agreed upon an mtennew be- 
twixt my brother and M de Montigny the brother 
of the Count, which was to take plax» at La Fire, 
upon ray return, when this business should bo 
arranged. During the time I stayed at Mons, I 
said all I could to confirm the Count m this reso- 
lution in which I found myself seconded by the 
Countess 

The day of my departure ivas now omved, 
to the great regret of the ladies of Mons, as \vc\l 
as myself The Countess expressed herself in terms 
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which showed she had conceived the warmest 
friendship for me, and made me promise to return 
by way of that city. I presented the Countess 
with a diamond bracelet, and to the Count I gave 
a riband and diamond star of considerable value. 
But these presents, valuable as they were, became 
more so, m their estimation, as I was the donor. 

Of the ladies, none accompanied me from this 
place, except Madame d’Aurec. She went with 
me to Namur, where I slept that night, and where 
she expected to find her husband and the Duke 
d’Arscot, her brother-in-law, who had been there 
since the 'peace betwixt the King of Spam and 
the States of Flanders. For though they were 
both of the party of the States, yet the Duke 
d’Arscot, being an old courtier and hawng 
attended King Philip m Flanders and England, 
could not withdraw himself from Court and the 
society of the great The Count de Lalam, with 
all his nobles, conducted me two leagues beyond 
his government, and until he saw Don John’s 
company m the distance advancing to meet me 
He then took his leave of me, being unwilling to 
meet Don John, but M d’Ainsi stayed with me. 
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as his master the Bishop of Cambraj, wtis m the 
Spanish mterest- 

This gallant companj ha\aog left me, I n’as 
soon after met by Don John of Austna, preceded 
bj a great number of running footmen, and 
escorted onlj bj t\\-ent> or thirtj horsemen He 
UTis attended b\ a number of lords, and amongst 
the rest the Duke d Arscot, M d Aurec, the Marquis 
de A arenbon and the younger Balen^n, govemoc, 
for the King of Spam of the count> of Burgundj 
These tw'O last wbo are brothers, had ndden post 
to meet me Of Don John s household there 
was onl> Louis de Gonrago of an} rank* He 
called himself a relation of the Dnke of Mantua , 
the others were mean looking people, and of no 
CDn«;ideration Don John alighted from his horse 
to salute me m m\ btter which was opened for 
the purpose* I returned the salute after the French 
fashion to him, the Duke d Arscot and M d Aurec. 
After an exchange of compliments, ho mounted 
his horse, but conbnued in discourse with me 
until we reached the aty, which was not before 
it gnr\\ dork, as I set off late the ladies of ilons 
keeping me as long os they could amusing them 
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selves with viewing in}' litter, and lequiring an 
explanation of the different mottoes and devices. 
However, as the Spaniards excel in preserving 
good order, Namur appeared with particular ad- 
vantage, for the streets were well lighted, every 
house being illuminated, so that the blaze ex- 
ceeded that of daylight. 

Our supper was ser\ed to us m our respective 
apartments, Don John being unwulhng, after the 
fatigue of so long a journe}, to incommode us wuth 
a banquet. The house in which I w'as lodged 
had been newdy furnished for the purpose of 
receiving me. It consisted of a magnificent large 
saloon, with a private apartment, consisting of 
lodging rooms and closets, furnished in the most 
costly manner, with furniture of every kind, and 
hung wuth the richest tapestry of velvet and satin, 
divided into compartments by columns of silver 
embroider}', with knobs of gold, all ^vrought m the 
most superb manner. Within these compartments 
were figures in antique habits, embroidered in 
gold and silver. 

The Cardinal de Lenoncourt, a man of taste 

A 

and curiosity, being one day in these apartments 
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With the Duke d Arscot, ■who, as I hai'e before 
obsenTd, ivaa an ornament to Don John s Court, 
remarked to him that this furniture seemed more 
proper for a great king than a }rjuQg unmomed 
pnnee like Don John To which the Duke d Arscot 
replied that it came to him as a present, huMug 
been sent to him by a baahaw belongmg to the 
Grand Signior whose sons he had made pnsoners 
m a signal victorj obtained o\tr the Turks. Don 
John having sent the bashaw 8 sons back without 
ransom the father m return, made him a present 
of a large quantity of gold, silver and silk stuffs, 
which he caused to be wrought into tapestry at 
Milan, where there are cunous workmen in this 
>vaj , and he had the Queen s bed*chambcr hung 
with tapestry representing the battle in which he 
had 80 glonouslj defeated the Turks 

The next mommg Don John conducted us to 
chapel, where we heard Mass celebrated after 
the Spanish manner with all lands of music, after 
which we partook of a banquet prepared b\ Don 
John He and I were seated at a separate tabic, 
at a distance of three j'ards from which stood 
the great one, of which the honours were done b> 
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Madame d’Aurcc. At this table the ladies and 
principal lords took their seats. Don John was 
ser\ed \Mth drink by Loins dc Goniiago, kneeling 
The tables being removed, the ball was opened, 
and the dancing continued the whole afternoon. 
The evening vas spent in coincrsation betwi\t 
Don John and me, who told me I grcatl}^ resembled 
the Queen his mistress, b)' whom he meant the 
late Queen m 3 ' sister, and for whom he professed 
to ha^e entertained a very high esteem. In short, 
Don Joha manifested, by every mark of attention 
and politeness, as w’ell to me as to m 3 ' attendants, 
the very great pleasure he had m receiving me 
The boats which w'erc to convc 3 ' me upon the 
Meuse to Liege not all being rcad 3 ', I w'as under 
the necessity of sta 3 'mg another da 3 '. The morning 
W'as passed as that of the da 3 ' before. After dinner, 
w'e embarked on the river in a very beautiful boat, 
surrounded b 3 ' others having on board musicians 
playing on hautbo 3 'S, horns and violins, and landed 
at an island where Don John had caused a colla- 
tion to be prepared in a large bow'er formed with 
branches of ivy, in w'hich the musicians w'ere 

placed in small recesses, playing on their instru- 

10 
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ments danng the time of stippcr The tables 
being reraoN'ed, the dances began, and lasted till 
it was time to return, which I did m the same 
boat that conveyed me thither, and which ^vas 
that provided for my voyage. 

The next mommg Don John conducted me 
to the boat, and there took a most pohte and 
courteous leave, charging M and Madame dAnrec 
to see me safe to Huy, the first town belonging 
to the Bishop of Laige where I was to sleep As 
soon os Don John had gone on shore, M d Ainsi 
who remained m the boat and who had the bishop 
of Cambray's pertrussion to go to Namur only, 
took leave of me with many protestations of 
fidelity and attachment to my brother and myself 

But Fortnne envious of my hitherto prosperous 
joumey, gave me two omens of the sinister events 
of my re turn 

The first was the sudden illness which attacked 
Mademoiselle de Tonmon, the danghter of the lady 
of my bed-chamber, a young person, accomplished, 
with every grace and virtue and for whom I bad 
the most perfect regard No sooner hod the boat 
left the shore than this yoxmg lady was seixed 
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With an alarming disorder, which, from the great 
pain attending it, caused her to scream in the 
most doleful manner. The physicians attnbuted 
the cause to, spasms of the heart, which, notwith- 
standing the utmost exertions of their skill, carried 
her off a few days after my arrival at Liege. As 
the history of this young lady is remarkable, I 
shall relate it m my next letter. 

The other omen was what happened to us at 
Huy, immediately upon our arrival there This 
town IS built on the declivity of a mountain, at 
the foot of which runs the river Meuse As we 
were about to land, there fell a torrent of rain, 
which, coming down the steep sides of the moun- 
tain, swelled the river instantly to such a degree 
that we had only time to leap out of the boat and 
run to the top, the flood reaching the very highest 
street, next to where I was to lodge There we 
were forced to put up with such accommodation 
as could be procured in the house, as it was 
impossible to remove the smallest article of our 
baggage from the boats, or even to stir out of the 
house we were in, the whole city being- under 
vater. However, the town ivas as suddenly re- 
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Iie\ed from this calaintt> as it had been afSicted 
\vith It for, on the uext morning, the ^vhole 
inundation had ceased the waters having run off, 
and the n\*er being confined withm its usual 
channel 

l^Nnng Hu^, M and Madame dAurcc re- 
turned to Don John at Namur, and I proceeded, 
m the boat, to sleep that night at Liige 
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LETTER XV 

THE CITY OF LliOE DESCRIBED — AFFECTING STORY OF 
MADEMOISELLE DE TOURNON FATAL EFFECTS OF SUP- 

PRESSED ANGUISH OF MIND 

The Bishop of Liege, who is the Sovereign 
of the city and province, received me with all the 
cordiality and respect that could be expected from 
a personage of his dignity and great accomplish- 
ments. He was, indeed, a nobleman endowed 
with singular prudence and virtue, agreeable m 
his person and conversation, gracious and mag- 
nificent in his carriage and behaviour, to which I 
may add that he spoke the French language per- 
fectly. 

He was constantly attended by his chapter, 
with several of his canons, who are all sons of 
dukes, counts, or great German lords. The bishop- 
ric IS itself a sovereign State, which brings m a 
considerable revenue, and includes a number of 

l 

fine cities. The bishop is chosen from amongst 
the canons, who must be of noble descent, and 



resident one year The city is larger than Lyons, 
and much resembles it, having the Meuse running 
through It The houses in which the canons 
reside have the appearance of noble palaces The 
streets of the city ore regular and spacious, the 
houses of the atuena well built the squares large 
and ornamented with cunous fbuntams The 
churches appear os if raised entirely of marble, of 
which there are considerable quames in the neigh 
bourhood they ore all of them ornamented ^?lth 
beautiful clocks, and exhibit a vancty of moving 
figures 

The bishop received me os I landed from the 
boat, and conducted mo to his magmficent resi 
denco ornamented with dehcious fountains and 
gardens sot off ^Ylth goUenes, all pamted, superbly 
gdt, and enriched with marble, beyond descnption 

The spring which affords the ^vate^8 of Spa* 
being distant no more than three or four leagues 
from the city of Lidge, and there being only a 
>'iUage consisting of three or four small houses 
on the spot, the Fnneess of Roche-eur Yon was 
advised by her physicians to stay at LiAge and 
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h.uc tile brought to lui. uiiicli tlio\ .I'^'^niocl 

her would have equal ifficirv, jf taktn .iflt'r sun- 
•'it aiui i^eftue '^uunsi . ae jf chunk .it tiu 
I was vvt'll pli a'-ed that ^lic it'>(>l\cd to follow the 
advice of tin doctor-^, a*- w« wuie more comfoitahl}' 
Indued and had an aqo ('able ^ociclv , for, besides 
his (irace c-n the bi'-hop is stUed. as a kinu 1*' 
addiessed his Majesu. .nul a prince Ins Hiuhne'ss), 
the news of mv arrival lx mu .sprc.id about, many 
lords and ladies cime from German} to visit me. 
\monust the.^e was the Countess d‘'\i^emberu, who 
had the honoui to accompany Oiictm Ch/abeth 
to Mc/ieres, to which place she came to man} 
King Charles mv brother. .1 ladv verv high m 
the estimation of the Kmpress, the Emperor, and 
all the Princes m Christendom With her came 
her sister the Landgravine, Madame d’Arembcrg 
her daughter, M. d’Areinberg her son, a gallant 
and accomplished nobleman, the perfect image of 
his father, who brought the Spanish succours to 
King Charles m} brother, and returned with great 
honour and additional reputation. This meeting, 
so honourable to me, and so much to my satis- 
faction, was damped b} the grief and concern 
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occasioned b} the loss of Mademoiselle de Toot 
non whose storj, being of a singular nature, I 
shall nov. relate to j*ou agrceablj to the promise 
I made in m\ last letter 

I must begm wnth observing to j'oo that 
Madame de Toumon, at this time ladj of mj 
bed-chamber, had s^'erol daaghters the eldest of 
^hora mamed M de Balen9on go%emor, for the 
King of Spam in the countj of Burgundj This 
daughter, upon her mamage, had sohated her 
mother to admit of her takiug her sister, the 
}*oung lad) whose story I am uctw about to relate 
to li\*e with her as she wus going to a country 
strange to her, and wherein she had no relations. 
To this her mother consented and the )'Oung 
lad) being um^•e^sall) admired for her modesty and 
graceful accomplishments for which she certainly 
deserved admiration, attracted the notice of the 
Marquis de Varenbon The Marqtns, as I before 
mentioned is the brother of M de BaIen9on, 
and was mtended for the Church but being 
\nolentl) enamoured of Mademoiselle de Toumon 
(whom as h^ li\'ed in the same house he had 
frequent opporturutie* of seeing) he now begged 



MARGARET DE VALOIS 


153 


his brother’s permission to marry her, not having 
yet taken orders. The young lady’s family, to 
whom he had likewise communicated his wish, 
readily gave their consent, but his brother refused 
his, strongly advising him to change his resolution 
and put on the gown. 

Thus were matters situated when her mother, 

4 

Madame de Tournon, a virtuous and pious lady, 
thinking she had cause to be offended, ordered her 
daughter to leave the house of her sister, Madame 
de Balen9on, and come to her The mother, a 
woman of a violent spirit, not considering that her 
daughter was grown up and merited a mild treat- 
ment, was continually scolding the poor young 
lady, ■so that she was for ever with tears m her 
eyes. Still, there was nothing to blame in the 
young girl’s conduct, but such was the severity 
of the mother’s disposition. The daughter, as you 
may well suppose, wished to be from under the 
mother’s t3Tannical government, and was accord- 
ingly delighted with the thoughts of attending me 
in this journey to Flanders, hoping, as it happened, 
that she should meet the Marquis de Varenbon 
somewhere on the road, and that, as he had now 
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abandoned all thoughts of the Chtirch, he would 
renew his proposal of mamage, and take her from 
her mother 

I have before mentioned that the Marquis de 
Varenbon and the yonnger Balen^on jomed us at 
Namur Young Balen9on who was ftur from being 
so agreeable as his brother, addressed Mmself to 
the young lady, but the Marquis dunng the wbole 
time we stayed at Namur, paid not the least 
attention to her, and seemed as if he had nevei 
been acquainted wth her 

The resentment gnef and disappointment 
occasioned by a behavioar so sbghting and nn 
natural was necessaril} stifled m her breast as 
decorum and her sex’s pnde obliged her to appear 
as if she disregarded it but when, after taking 
^ea^e all of them left the boat, the anguish of 
her mind, which she had hitherto suppressed 
could no longer be restrained and labouring for 
vent It stopped her respiration and forced from 
her those lamentable outcries which I have alreadj 
spoken of Her j-outh combated for eight days 
with this uncommon disorder, but at the expira 
tion of that time she died to the great gnef of her 
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mother, as well as myself. I say of her mother, 
for, though she was so rigidly severe over this 
daughter, she tenderly loved her. 

The funeral of this unfortunate 3^oung lad} 
was solemnised with all proper ceremonies, and 
conducted m the most honourable manner, as she 
was descended from a great family, allied to the 
Queen my mother. When the day of interment 
arrived, four of my gentlemen were appointed 
bearers, one of whom was named la Boessiere. 
This man had entertained a secret passion for her, 
which he never durst declare on account of the 
inferiority of his family and station. He was now 
destined to bear the remains of her, dead, for whom 
he had long been dying, and was now as near 
dying for her loss as he had before been for her 
love. The melancholy procession was marching 
slowly along, when it was met by the Marquis de 
Varenbon, who had been the sole occasion of it 
We had not left Namur long when the Marquis 
reflected upon his cruel behaviour towards this un- 
happy young Hdy, and his passion (wonderful to 
relate) being revived by the absence of her who 
inspired it, though scarcely ahve while she was 
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present he had resolved to come and oak her of 
her mother in marriage. He made no doubt, 
perhaps, of success, os he seldom felled m enter 
pnses of Icrv'e ^v^tnesa the great lady he has since 
obtained for a wfe, in opposition to the will of her 
family He might, besides, have flattered himself 
that he should easily have gamed a pardon from 
her by whom he was beloved, according to the 
Italian proverb ‘ Che la forxa d’amore non nguarda 
al delitto (Lovers are not cnnunal in the estimatioii 
of one another) Accordingly the Marqma solicited 
Don John to be despatched to me on some eirand, 
and amved as I said before, at the very instant 
the corpse of this ill feted young lady was being 
borne to the grave He was stopped by the crowd 
occasioned by this solemn procession He con 
templates it for some time. He observes a long 
tram of persons m moummg and remarks the 
coffin to be covered with a white pall, and that 
there are chaplets of flowers laid npon the coffin. 
He enquires whose funeral it is. The answer he 
receives is, that it is the funeral df a young lady 
Unfortunately for him, this reply fells to satisfy his 
conoaity He makes up to one who led the pro 
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cession, and eagoiK asks the name of the }Ounjr 
]ad\ tlie\ are proceeding to bur\. \\’hcn, oh. 
fatal ansNver' Lo\c, willing to ie\engc the \ictim 
of his ingialitiidc and neglect, suggests a lepl} 
which had ncarh deprived him of life. He no 
boonei hears the name of Mademoiselle de Touinon 
pronounced than he falls from his horse in a swoon. 
He IS taken up for dead, and conveyed to the 
nearest house, where he lies for a time insensible, 
his soul, no doubt, leaving his bod} to obtain 
pardon from her whom he had hastened to a 
premature grave, to return to taste the bitterness 
of death a second time. 

Having performed the last offices to the re- 
mains of this poor young lady, I was unwilling to 
discompose the gaiety of the society assembled 
here on my account by any show of grief 
Accordingly, I joined the bishop, or, as he is 
called, his Grace, and his canons, m their entertain- 
ments at different houses, and in gardens, of which 
the city and its neighbourhood afforded a variet) 

I was every morning attended by a numerous com- 
pany to the garden, in which I drank the waters, 
the exercise of walking being recommended to be 
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used "With them As the physician who advised me 
to take them ivos my mvn brother, they did not 
fiul of their effect with me, and for these six or 
seven year* which ore gone over my head since 1 
drank them, I ha\*c been free from any complaint 
of ciysipelos on my arm From this garden we 
UBnall> proceeded to the place where we were in 
vitcd to dinner After dinner we were amused ivith 
a ball from the ball we went to some convent, 
where we heard vespers from vespers to supper, 
and that over, \ve had another bah or music on 
the nver 
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LETTER XVI 

QUEEN MARGARET, ON HER RETURN FROM LlilGE, IS IN 
DANGER OF BEING MADE A PRISONER — SHE ARRIVES, 
AFTER SOME NARROW ESCAPES, AT LA FilRE 

In this manner we passed the six weeks, which 
IS the usual time for taking these waters, at the 
expiration of which the Pnncess of Roche-sur-Yon 
was desirous to return to France , but Madame 
d’Aurec, who just then returned to us from Namur, 
on her way to rejoin her husband m Lorraine, 
brought us news of an extraordinary change of 
affairs m that town and province since we had 
passed through it. 

It appeared from this lady’s account that, on 
the very day we left Namur, Don John, after 
quitting the boat, mounted his horse under pretence 
of taking the diversion of hunting, and, as he 
passed the gate of the castle of Namur, expressed 
a desire of seeing it , that, having entered, he took 
possession of it, notwithstanding he held it for the 



States, agreeably to a convention Don John, 
moreover arrested the persons of the Duke d’Arscot 
and M d Aurec, and also made Madame d Aurec a 
prisoner After some remonstrances and entreaties, 
he had set her husband and brother m law at 
hTjerty, but detained her as a hostage for them 
In consequence of these measures the whole 
country ^vas m arraa. The provmce of Namur \vas 
divided mto three parties the first whereof ivas 
that of the States, or the Catholic party of Flanders 
the second that of the Pnnce of Orange and the 
Huguenots the third, the Spanish part>, of which 
Don John was the head. 

By letters which I received just at this time 
from my brother, through the hands of a gentle- 
man named Lescar, I found I was m great danger 
of falling mto the hands of one or other of these 
parties 

These letters informed me that, smcc my de 
parture firora Court God had dealt fevcrarably with 
my brother and enabled him to acquit himself 
of the command of the army confided to him, 
greatly to the benefit of the King’s service so 
that he bad taken all the to^vn3 and dnven the 
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Huguenots out of the provinces, agreeabl}'^ to the 
design for which the army was raised ; that he had 
returned to the Court at Poitiers, where the King 
stayed dunng the siege of Brouage, to be near 
to M. de Mayenne, in order to afford him what- 
ever succours he stood in need of ; that, as the 
Court IS a Proteus, for ever putting on a new 
face, he had found it entirely changed, so that 
he had been no more considered than if he had 
done the King no service whatever , and that 
Bussi, who had been so graciously looked upon 
before and during this last war, had done great 
personal service, and had lost a brother at the 
storming of Issoire, was very coolly received, and 
even as maliciously persecuted as m the time of 
le Guast , m consequence of which either he or 
. Bussi experienced some indignity or other. He 
further mentioned that the King’s favourites had 
been practising with his most faithful servants, 
Maugiron, la Valette, Maul6on, and Hivarrot, and 
several other good and trusty men, to desert him, 
and enter into the King’s service , and, lastly, that 
the King had repented of giving me leave to go 
to Flanders, and that, to counteract my brother. 
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a plan ^vas laid to intercept me on my return, 
either by the Spaniards, for which purpose they 
had been told that I had treated for delivering 
up the country to him or bj the Huguenots, m 
revenge of the war my brother had earned on 
against them, aXter ha\'ing formerly assisted themu 
This intdhgencc required to be well con 
sidered as there seemed to be an otter irapossibihtj 
of avoiding both parties. I had, howe\-er the 
pleasure to think that two of the principal persons 
of ray company stood well, other with one or 
other part^ The Cardinal de Lenoncoort bad 
been thought to fe\-our the Huguenot part} and 
M Descarts brother to the Bishop of Lisieux, 
was supposed to have the Spanish mterest at 
heart I commumcated our difficult situation to 
the Pnneess of Roche sor Yon and Uaxiame de 
Toumon who, considering that we could not 
reach La ^‘ire in less than five or srs days, 
answered me, with tears in tbeir e}'e5, that God 
only had it m His power to preserve os, that 
I should recommend myself to His protection, 
and then follow sneh measures as should seem 
adiisable. They observed that, as one of them 
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was jn a wcalv ^tatc of health, ajul the (Jthcr 
achanced in Acar^^, I innjht aflVct to make short 
jonrnexs on their account, and they \\ould put up 
with o\crv inron\ emcnco to ixtncate me from the 
danj^ei I wa‘= m. 

I ne\t con'^ultcd with the Ih'^hop o( r^i«.;,'c, 
who most certamh acted towards me like a fatlu'i, 
and £xn\c directions to the t^rand master of his 
household to attend me with his horses as far as 
I should think projier. As it was neccssan ihnl 
wc should ha\e a passjiort from the Prince of 
Ornnt^e, I sent Mondoucct to him to obtain one, 
as he was acquainted with the IVincc and was 
known to fa\onr his religion. Mondoucct did 
not return, and I helic\c I might ha\c waited for 
him until this time to no purpose. I was advised 
b} the Cardinal dc Lcnoncourt and my first 
esquire, the Chevalier Salviati, who were of the 
same party, not to stir without a passport; but, 
as I suspected a plan was laid to entrap me, I 
resolved to set out the next morning. 

They now' saw that this pretence w'as in- 
sufficient to detain me , accordingl}', the Chevalier 
Salviati prevailed with my treasurer, who w'as 
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secretl) a Huguenot^ to declare he had not money 
enough m his hands to discharge the expenses we 
had mcurred at Li6gc, and that, in consequence, 
m> horses were detained I aftei^vards discovered 
thELt this was fedse for, on my arrival at La Fdre, 
I called for hia accounts, and found he had then 
a bahmce in hia hands which would have enabled 
him to pay the expenses of my fiunily for six or 
Be\*en weeks The Pnncess of Roche sur Yon 
incensed at the aj&ont put upon me, and seeing 
the danger I ran by staying, advanced the mone) 
that was required, to their great confusion, and I 
took my leave of his Grace the bishop presenting 
him with a diamond worth three thousand crowns, 
and giving his domestics gold chains and rings 
Having thus taken our leave wo proceeded to 
Huy, without any other passport than God s good 
providence. 

This town as I observed before, belongs to 
the Bishop of Liige, but was now in a state of 
tumult and confusion on account of the general 
revolt of the Low Countnes, the townsmen taking 
part with the Netherlanders notwithstanding the 
bishopnc was a neutral State On this account 
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they paid no respect to the grand master of the 
bishop’s household, who accompanied us, but, 
knowing Don John had taken the castle of Namur 
in order, as they supposed, to intercept me on my 
return, these brutal people, as soon as I had got 
into my quarters, rang the alarm bell, drew up 
their artillery, placed chains across the streets, 
and kept us thus confined and separated the whole 
night, giving us no opportunity to expostulate with 
them on such conduct. In the morning we were 
suffered to leave the town without further molesta- 
tion, and the streets we passed through were lined 
with armed men. 

From thence we proceeded to Dmant, where we 
intended to sleep ; but, unfortunately for us, the 
townspeople had on that day chosen their burgher- 
masters, a kind of officers like the consuls m 
Gascony and France. In consequence of this 
election, it was a day of tumult, not, and de- 
bauchery ; everyone m the town was drunk, no 
magistrate was acknowledged In a word, all was 
in confusion. To render our situation still worse, 
the grand master of the bishop’s household had 
formerly done the town some ill office, and was 
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coQSidered as its enemy The people of the town, 
\\hen m their sober senses, were mclmed to 
favour the party of the States, but under the 
influence of Bacchus they paid no r^ard to any 
partj not even to themselves. 

As soon as I had reached the suburbs they 
were alarmed at the number of my companj 
quitted the bottle and glass to take up their arms, 
and immediately shut the gates agamst me. I 
had sent a gentleman before me, with my bar 
bmger and quartermasterB, to beg the magistrates 
to admit me to stay one night m the town but I 
found my officers had been put under an arrest- 
They bawled out to us from within to tell us 
their situation but could not make thomaelves 
heard. At length I raised myself up In my htter 
and taking off my mask, made a sign to a towns- 
man nearest me, of the best appearance, that I 
was desirous to speak with him. As soon as he 
drew near me, I begged him to call out for silence, 
which being with some difficulty obtamed I repre 
sented to him who I was and the occasion of 
my journey that it was fiir from my mtention to 
do them harm bnt, to prevent any snspiaons of 
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the kind, I only begged to be admitted to go into 
their city with my women, and as few others of 
my attendants as they thought proper, and that 
we might be permitted to stay there for one night, 
whilst the rest of my company remained within 
the suburbs. 

They agreed to this proposal, and opened 
their gates for my admission. I then entered the 
cit}' with the principal persons of my company, 
and the grand master of the bishop’s household. 
This reverend personage, who was eighty years of 
age, and wore a beard as white as snow, which 
reached down to his girdle — this venerable old 
man, I say, was no sooner recognised by the 
drunken and armed rabble than he was accosted 
with the grossest abuse, and it was with difficult}'' 
they were restrained from laying violent hands 
upon him. At length I got him into my lodgings, 
but the mob fired at the house, the walls of which 
were only of plaster. Upon being thus attacked, 
I enquired for the master of the house, who, 
fortunately, was within. I entreated him to speak 
from the window, to someone ivithout, to obtain 
permission for my being heard I had some 
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difficnltj to get him to venture doing so At 
length, after much bawling from tho window, the 
burghermasters came to speak to me, but were so 
drunk that thej scarcely knew what the} said 
I explained to them that 1 was entnely ignorant 
that the grand master of the bishop s household 
was a person to whom they had a dislike, and I 
begged them to consider the consequences of giMng 
offence to a person like me, who was a friend of the 
pnncipal lord* of the States, and I assured them 
that the Count dc Loloin, in particular, would be 
greatly displeased when ho should hear how I had 
been recci\'ed there. 

The name of the Count de Lalam prodneed 
an instant effect, much more than if I had men 
tioned all the sov-ercign pnhees I was related to 
The principal person amongst them asked me, 
with some hesitation and stammering if I was 
really a particular friend of the Count s Percemng 
that to claim kindred with the Count would do 
me more scnice than being related to tJl tho 
Powers in Chnstondom, I ans^ve^ed that I was 
both a friend and a rdation They then made 
me many apologies and congis, stretching forth 
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their hands m token of friendship; in short, they 
now behaved with as much civility as before with 
rudeness. They begged my pardon for what had 
happened, and promised that the good old man, 
the grand master of the bishop’s household, should 
be no more insulted, but be suffered to leave the 
city quietl}^ the next morning, with me. 

As soon as morning came, and I was preparing 
to go to hear Mass, there arrived the King’s agent to 
Don John, named du Bois, a man much attached 
to the Spanish interest. He informed me that 
he had received orders from the King my brother 
to conduct me m safety on my return. He said 
that he had prevailed on Don John to permit 
Barlemont to escort me to Namur with a troop 
of cavalry, and begged me to obtain leave of the 
citizens to admit Barlemont and his troop to 
enter the town, that they might receive my orders. 

Thus had they concerted a double plot ; the 
one to get possession of the town, the other of 
my person. I saw through the whole design, and 
consulted with the Cardinal de Lenoncourt, com- 
municating to him my suspicions. The Cardinal 
was as unwilling to fall into the hands of the 
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SpanranJs as I could be, he therefore thought it 
ad\asable to acquaint the towiispeople with the 
plot and make our escape from the at} b} another 
road m order to aroid meebng Barlemonts troop 
It ^^'a5 agreed betwixt us that the Cardinal should 
keep du Bois in discourse, whilst I consulted the 
pnncipal abzens in another apartment Accord 
ingl\ , I assembled as man} as I could, to wbom 
I represented that if the} admitted Barlemont and 
hts troop Mithm the town, be would most certainl} 
take possession of it for Don John I gave it as 
m\ adneo to make a shear of defence, to declare 
the} would not be taken b} surprise and to offer 
to admit Barlemont and no one else, \nthm their 
gates. They resoU'ed to act according to m} 
connsel and offered to serve me at the hazard 
of their h^es, The} promised to procure me a 
guide, who should conduct me b} a road by following 
which, I should put the nver betivut me and Don 
Johns forces whereb} I should be out of his 
reach and could be lodged m houses and to^\^ls 
which were m the interest of the States onl} 

This point being settled I despatched them 
to give admission to M de Barlemont, who, os 
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soon as ho entered within the bej^ged hard 

that his tioop nnqht come m likewise Hereuiion, 
the citizens Hew into a violent inj^e, and weic ncai 
pnltiiiR him to death. The\ told him that if he 
did not order his men out of sight of the tow'ii, 
they would fire upon them with their great guns. 
This A\*as done with design to gi\e me lime to 
leave the town before the\ could follow' in pursuit of 
me. M. de Barlemont and the agent, du Hois, 
used ever}' argument the}- could dc\isc to persuade 
me to go to Namur, w'here the} said Don John 
waited to rccenc me. 

I appeared to give wa} to their persuasions, 
and, after heanng Mass and taking a hast} dinner, 
I left my lodgings, escorted b} Iw'o or three 
hundred armed citizens, some of them engaging 
Barlemont and du Bois in conversation. We all 
took the w'ay to the gate w'hich opens to the 
river, and directly opposite to that leading to 
Namur Du Bois and his colleague told me I 
w’as not going the right way, but I continued 
talking, and as if I did not hear them But wdien 
w'e reached the gate I hastened into the boat, and 
my people after me. M. de Barlemont and the 
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a^nt <Ju Boi3, calling oat to me from the banlc, 
told me I wa3 domg very wrong and actmg directly 
contrary to the King s intention, who had directed 
that I shonld rctnrn by way of Namur 

In spite of all their remonstrances ^ve crossed 
the nver wth all possible cjcpedition, and, during 
the two or three crossings which were necessary 
to convey over the htters and horses, the dtixens, 
to give me the more time to escape, were debating 
wth Barlemont and da Bois concenung a number 
of gncvances and complaints, telling them, in them 
coarse language, that Don John had broken the 
peace and falsified bis engagements ivith the States, 
and they even rehearsed the old quarrel of the 
death of Egmont, s^nd, lastly, declared that if the 
troop made its appearance before their walls again 
they would fire upon it with their artillery 

I had by this means sufflaont time to reach 
a secure distance and was, by the help of God 
and the assistance of my gmde ont of all 
apprehensions of danger from Barlemont and his 
troop 

I intended to lodge that night in a strong 
castle, called Fleunnes, which belonged to a gentle 
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man of ihc pnrt\ of the St.iti’*;, \\honi I had ‘;ccn 
with the Count ilo 1-alain. Unfcu lunatcK for mo, 
the p:cntlcman was absent, and ins lad) onl) was 
m the castle. The courtyard beinj,^ oj)cn, wo 
entered it, which put the lad) into such a fright 
that she ordered the bridge to be dr.uvn uj), and 
bed to the strong lowet.’ Nothing we could say 
would induce her to gi\e us entrance. In the 
mc.antinic, three hundred gentlemen, whom Don 
John had sent off to intercept our passage, and 
take possession of the castle of Flcinines, judging 
that I should take up iny quartcis thcic, made 
their appearance upon an eminence, at the distance 
of about a thousand y.ards The), seeing our 
carnages in the courtyard, and supposing that w^e 
ourselves had taken to the strong tow'cr, resolved 
to stay w'hcre they w'erc that night, hoping to in- 
tercept me the next morning. 

In this cruel situation w'ere we placed, in 
a courtyard surrounded by a w'all by no means 
strong, and shut up by a gate equally as weak 
and as capable of being forced, remonstiating from 

I In the old French onginal, doitgeon, whence we have 
dungeon. 


174 


UCUOrRS OF 


time to time wth the lady, who was deaf to all 
oar prajTTS and entreaties 

Throagh God s mercy, her husband, M de 
Fleunflcs, himself appeared jost as night approached 
Wc then gained instant admission, and the lady 
was greatly reprimanded by her httsbond for her 
incivility and indiscreet behavioar This gentle 
man had been sent by the Count de Lalain \vith 
directions to conduct me through the several towns 
belonging to the States, the Count himself not 
being able to leave the army of the States of 
which he bad the chief command, to accompany 
me 

This ^vas as favourable a arcumstance for me 
as I could ivish for, M de Fleunnes offermg to 
accompany me into France the towns we had to 
pass through being of the party of the States, \ve 
\vere everywhere quietly and honouirably received 
I had only the mortification of not being able tp 
visit Mods, agreeably to my promise made to the 
Countess de Laiain not passing nearer to it than 
Nivelle, seven long leagues distant fixim it The 
Count bemg at Antwerp, and the ivar bemg hottest 
m the neighbourhood of Mens I thus ivas prevented 
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sciMui; either of tiu'in my rilurn. I could only 
write to tlu Countc''-- b\* ,i ser\.ini of tlir gentle- 
man who w^s now my emuliiLtor. *=0011 as she 
learned I was at Xi\eUc, she sent some gentlemen, 
nati\es of llic jvirt of I'iandf rs I was in, with .1 
strong injunction to sec me ^afe on the fronltei 
of France. 

I ii.id to pass through tin C.imhicsis, parti}' 
m favour <if Sj)am and pnitly f>f the States Accord- 
ingly, 1 set out with these gentlemen, to lodge .it 
the Chfitcau Camhresis. Th(*rc the\ took leave of 
me, in ordci to return to Mons, and bv them I 
sent the Countess a gown of mine, which had been 
greatly admired b\ her when 1 wore it at Mons; 
it was of black satin, curiously embroidered, and 
cost nine hundred crowns. 

When I arriv'cd at Ch.itcau Cambrcsis, I had 
intelligence sent me that a party of the Huguenot 
troops had a design to attack me on the frontiers 
‘ of Flanders and France This intelligence I com- 
municated to a few only of my companj , and pre- 
pared to set off an hour before daybreak. When 
I sent for my litters and horses, I found much 
such a kind of delay from the Chevalier Salviati 
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as I had before experienced at Li4ge, and suspect 
mg it was done designedly, I left my Utter behind 
and mounted on horseback, with such of my 
attendants os were ready to follow me. By this 
means, with God’s assistance, I escaped bemg 
waylaid by roy enemies, and reached Catelet at 
ten m the morning From thence I went to my 
house at La Fire where I mtended to reside 
until I learned that .peace was concluded upon 

At La Fire I found a messenger m waiting 
from my brother, who bad orders to return with 
all expedition as soon as I arrived and inform > 
him of jt My brother wrote me word by thatf 
messenger, that peace tpus concloded, and tlye 
Kmg retained to Pans that as to himself, ms 
situation was rather worse than better that pe 
and hig people ivere daily receiving some aftrpnt 
or other and coutmual quarrels were excited betwixt 
the King’s favountes and Bussi and my brother s 
principal attendants. This, he added, had made < 
him irnpationt for my return, that he might come 
and visit me, 

I sent his messenger back, and, immediately 
after my brother sent Bussi and all his household 
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to Angers, and, taking with him fifteen or twent}^ 
attendants, he rode post to me at La Fere It was 
a great satisfaction to me to see one whom I so 
tenderly loved and greatl}' honoured, once more. 
I consider it amongst the greatest felicities I ever 
enj03^ed, and, accordingl}^ it became mj^ chief study 
to make his residence here agreeable to him. He 
himself seemed delighted with his change of situa- 
tion, and would willingly have continued m it 
longer had not the noble generosity of his mind 
called him forth to great achievements. The quiet 
of our Court, when compared with that he had 
just left, affected him so powerfully that he could 
not but express the satisfaction he felt b}^ fre- 
quently exclaiming, “ Oh, Queen ' how happ}^ I 
am with )^ou. My God ' your societ}^ is a para- 
dise wherein I enjoy ever)’’ delight, and I seem 
to have lately escaped from hell, with all its furies 
and tortures ' ” 
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LETTER XVII 

OOOD EFFECTS OP QUEBH UABCAUET’S NEOOTlATlONa IN 
FLANDERS — SHE OBTAINS LEAVE TO GO TO THE KING 
OF NAVARRE HER HUSBAND, BUT HER JOURNEY 13 
DELAYED — COURT niTRIGDEB AND PLOTS — THE DURE 
OP ALENCON AGAIN PUT ONDRR AEREST 

We passed neariy two months together, which 
appeared to os only as so many days. I gave 
bun an occoont of what I bad done for him in 
Flanders, and the state in which I had left the 
business. He approved of the mterview with the 
Count de Lalain s brother, m order to settle the 
plan of operabons and exchange assurances. Ac 
cordingly the Count de Montigny arrived, with 
four or five other leading men of the county 
of Hainault One of these ivaa charged with a 

letter from M d Ainsi, offering hia services to 
my brother, and assuring him of the citadel of 
Cambray M de Montigny dehvered hia brother’s 
declaration and engagement to give up the counties 
of Hainault and Artois, which included a number 
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of fine cities. T^ese offers made and accepted, 
my brother dismissed them with presents of gold 
medals, bearing his and my effigies, and every 
assurance of his future favour ; and they returned 
to prepare ever3^hmg for his coming. In the 
meanwhile my brother considered on the necessary 
measures to be used for raising a sufficient force, 
for which purpose he returned to the King, to 
prevail with him to assist him in this enterprise. 

As I was anxious to go to Gascony, I made 
ready for the journey, and set off for Pans, my 
brother meeting me at the distance of one day’s 
journey. 

At Saint-Denis I was met by the King, the 
Queen my mother. Queen Louisa, and the whole 
Court. It was at Saint-Denis that I was to stop 
and dine, and there it was that I had the honour 
of the meeting I have just mentioned. 

I was received very graciously, and most 
sumptuously entertained I was made to recount 
the particulars of my triumphal journey to Liege, 
and perilous return. The magnificent entertain- 
ments I had received excited their admiration, 
and they rejoiced at my narrow escapes. With 
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sachlike coa\ersation I ftmosed the Queen my 
mother and the rest of the company jn her coach, 
on our way to Pans, where, supper and the ball 
being ended, I took an opportiinity when I saw 
the King and the Qaeeo my mother together, to 
address them 

I expressed my hopes that they would not 
now oppose tny going to the King my husband , 
that now, by the peace, the chief objection to it 
was removed, and if I delayed going in the present 
situation of aghira, it might be prejudiaal and dis 
creditable to me. Both of thein approved of my 
request, and commended mj resolution The 
Queen my mother added that she would accom 
pany me on ray journey, as it would be for the 
King s service that she did so She said the King 
must furnish me with the necessary means for the 
joumej, to which he readily assented I thought 
this a proper time to settle everythmg and pre- 
vent another journey to Court, which would be 
no longer pleasing after my brother left it, who 
was now pressing his expedition to Flanders with 
all haste. I therefore, begged the Queen my 
mother to recollect the promise she had made my 
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brother and me as soon a«; peace was a^Tccd upon, 
winch was that, before nn dcpaiture for Gascony, 
I should ha\e my marriaj^c portion assigned to 
me m lands. She said that she recollected it well, 
and the King thought it \cr\ reasonable, and pro- 
mi'^ed that it should be done. I entreated that it 
might be concluded speedih', as I wished to set off, 
with their permission, at the beginning of the nest 
month. This, too, was gt anted me, but granted 
after the mode of the Court; that is to sa\ , not- 
withstanding m\ constant solicitations, instead of 
despatch, I c\pericnccd only dcla}, ; and thus it 
continued for fue or six months in negotiation. 

My brother met with the like treatment, 
though he was continually urging the necessit}' for 
his setting out for Flanders, and representing that 
his expedition w-as for the glory and advantage of 
France — for its glory, as such an enterprise would, 
like Piedmont, prove a school of w'ar for the }Oung 
nobility, w'herein future Monti ucs, Brissacs, Termes, 
and Bellegardes would be bred, all of them instructed 
in these w'ars, and afterw'ards, as field-marshals, of 
the greatest service to their King and country, and 
it w'ould be for the advantage of France, as it 
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w-ould prc\*cnt cimI ^va^5, for Flondera ^^'ould then 
be no longer a coantrj wherctinto ench discon 
tented epints as aimed at noveltj could assemble 
to brood ovee their malice and hatch plots for the 
disturbance of their native land 

These representations, which were both reason 
able and consonant %vith truth, had no weight ^\hen 
put into the scale against the envy exated by this 
adiTincemont of my brother s fortune Accordingly, 
m’erj delay was used to binder him from collecting 
his forces together and stop his expedition to 
Flanders Bussi and his other dependents were 
offered a thousand indignities. Every stratagem was 
tried b) daj os ^vell as by night, to pick quarrels 
wth Bussi — no^\ by Qutius at another time bj 
Grummont — ^\■lth the hope that my brother would 
engage m them. This was unknown to the King 
but Maugiron, who had engrossed the King s fiivour, 
and who had quitted my brothers service, sought 
e^e^y means to rum bira, as it is usual for those 
who have given offence to bate the offended par^ 
Thus did this mtm toko every occasion to brave 
and insult mj brotlier and reljong upon the coun 
tononce and blind affection shown him by the King 
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had leagued himself with Qu^lus, Samt-Luc, Saint- 
Maigrin, Grammont, Mauldon, Hivarrot, and other 
young men who enjoyed the King’s favour. As 
those who axe favourites find a number of followers 
at Court, these licentious young courtiers thought 
they might do whatever they pleased. Some new 
dispute betwixt them and Bussi was constantly 
starting. Bussi had a degree of courage which 
knew liot how to give way to anyone , and my 
brother, unwilling to give umbrage to the King, 
and foreseeing that such proceedings would not 

t 

forward his expedition, to avoid quarrels and, at 
the same time, to promote his plans, resolved to 
despatch Bussi to his Duchy of Alen9on, in order 
to discipline such troops as he should find there. 
My brother’s amiable qualities excited the jealousy 
of Maugiron and the rest of his cabal about the 
King’s person, and their dislike for Bussi was not 
so much on his own account as because he was 
strongly attached to my brother. The slights and 
disrespect shown to my brother were remarked 
by everyone at Court , but his prudence, and the 
patience natural to his disposition, enabled him to 
put up with their insults, in hopes of finishing the 
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buaincfis of his iHcmish eaqjedition, which \voald 
remove him to a distance from them and then 
machinations This persecution was the more 
mortifying and discreditable as it even extended to 
his servants, whom th^ strove to mjnre by every 
means they could employ M de la Chastre at 
this time had a lawsuit of considerable conse- 
quence decided against him, because he had 
lately attached himself to my brother At the 
mstance of Maagnon and Samt Luc, the King 
was induced to soliat the cause in favour of 
Madame de Sioetaire, their friend* M de la 
Chastre, being greatly injured by it, complained 
to my brother of the injosbce done him with 
all the concern such a proceeding may be sup- 
posed to have occasioned 

About this time Saint Luc’s mamage was 
celebrated My brother resolved not to be pre 
sent at it, and begged of me to join him m the 
same resolntion The Queen my mother was 
greatly imeasy on account of the behaviour of 
these young men feanng that if my brother did 
not jom them m this festivity, it might be at 
tended with some bad consequence, espeaally as 
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the day was likely to produce scenes of revelry 
and debauch ; she, therefore, prevailed on the 
King to permit her to dine on the wedding-day 
at Samt-Maur, and take my brother and me with 
her. This was the day before Shrove Tuesday , 
and we returned in the evening, the Queen my 
mother having well lectured m3' brother, and made 
him consent to appear at the ball, in order not to 
displease the King. 

But this rather ser\'ed to make matters worse 
than better, for Maugiron and his party began to 
attack him with such insolent speeches as would 
have offended anyone of far less consequence. 
They said he needed not to have given himself 
the trouble of dressing, for he was not missed m 
the afternoon ; but now, the}' supposed, he came 
at night as the most suitable time , with other 
allusions to the meanness of his figure and smallness 
of stature All this was addressed to the bride, 
who sat near him, but spoken out on purpose 
that he might hear it. My brother, perceiving this 
was purposely said to provoke an answer and 
occasion his giving offence to the King, removed 
from his seat full of resentment , and, consulting 
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merely a prctcnco to co^•c^ some treacherous de- 
sign I am going to put him and his people 
under an arrest, and hax’o his papers examined 
I am sure \\*c sliall make some great disco\‘cncs,” 
At the time he said this he had ^vlth him 
the Sicur do Coasi, captain of the guard, and a 
number of Scottish archers The Queen mj 
mother feanng, from the King s haste and tre- 
pidation, that some mischief might happen to mj 
brother, begged to go with him Accordingly, 
undressed as she wus, wrapping herself up m a 
night go\Tn, she followed the King to my brother s 
bed-chamber The King knocked at the door with 
great \lolcncc, ordering it to be immediately 
opened, for that he was there himself My 
brother started up in his bed, awakened by the 
noise, and, knm\ing that he had done nothmg that 
ht need fear, ordered Cangi his valrt dc chambn, 
to open the door The King entered in a great 
rage, and asked him when he would ha\*c done 
plotting against hun ‘But I will show yxHi, 
said he, "what it is to plot against y*our So\-o- 
rcign Hereupon he ordered the archers to take 
away all the trunks, and turn the valcU dc cAam6rt 
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out of the room. He searched brother’s 

bed himself, to see if he could find an}' papers 
concealed m it. My brother had that evening re- 
ceived a letter from Madame de Sauve, which he 
kept in his hand, unwilling that it should be seen 
The King endeavoured to force it from him. He 
refused to part with it, and earnestly entreated 
the King would not insist upon seeing it. This 
only excited the King’s anxiety the more to have 
it in his possession, as he now supposed it to be 
the key to the whole plot, and the very docu- 
ment which would at once bring conviction home 
to him. At length the King having got it into 
his hands, he opened it in the presence of the 
Queen my mother, and they were both as much 
confounded, when they read the contents, as Cato 
was when he obtained a letter from Cassar, in 
the Senate, which the latter was unwilling to give 
up; and which Cato, supposing to contain a con- 
spiracy against the Republic, found to be no other 
than a love-letter from his own sister. 

But the shame of this disappointment served 
only to increase the King’s anger, who, without 
condescending to make a reply to my brother, 
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LETTER Win 

THE BROTHERS RECONCIUSD — ALEHfON RESTORED TO 
HIB UBERTY 

I WAS Ignorant of what had happened to mj 
brother, and when the Scottuh archer came into 
m> bed-chamber, I was still asleep He drew the 
Gurtams of the bed, and told jme, m his broken 
French, that my brother wuhed to see me I 
stared at the man half awake as I was and 
thought it a dreamu After a short pause, and 
being thoroughlj awakened, I asked him if he 
was not a Scottish archer Ho answered me m 
the affirmative ** What I cned I, has mj 
brother no one else to send a message by ? He 
repbed he hod not, for all his domestics had been 
put under on arrest He then proceeded to relate, 
as well as ho could eiqilain himself, the events of 
the preceding night, and the leave granted my 
brother for my bemg with him daring his im 
pnaonment 

The poor fellow, observing me to be much 



MARGARET DE VALOIS 


193 


affected by this intelligence, drew near, and 
whispered me to this purport Do not grieve 
yourself about this matter, I know a way of setting 
your brother at liberty, and you may depend upon 
It, that I will do it , but, m that case, I must go 
off with him.” I assured him that he might rely 
upon being as amply rewarded as he could wish 
for such assistance, and, huddling on my clothes, 
I followed him alone to my brother’s apartments. 
In going thither, I had occasion to traverse the 
whole gallery, which Was filled with people, who, 
at another time, would have pressed forward to 
pay their respects to me ; but, now that Fortune 
seemed to frown upon me, they all avoided me, 
or appeared as if they did not see me 

Coming into my brother’s apartments, I found 
him not at all affected by what had happened ; 
for such was the constancy of his mind, that his 
arrest had wrought no change, and he received 
me with his usual cheerfulness. He ran to meet 
me, and taking me m his arms, he said . “ Queen • 
I beg 5^0^! to dry up your tears , in my present 
situation, nothing can grieve me so much as to 
find 3'^ou under an)’- concern , for my own part, I 

13 
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am so consaotis of my innocence and the mtegnty 
of my conduct, that I can defy the utmost malice 
of my enemies. If I should chance to fall the 
victim of their mjasticc, my death would prove a 
more cruel punishment to them than to me, who 
have courage sufficient to meet it m a just cause. 
It IE not death I fear, because I have tasted 
sufficientlj of the calamities and evils of life, and 
am readj to leave this vvorld, which I have found 
only the abode of sorrow, but the circumstance 
I dread most is, that, not findmg roe sufficiently 
guilty to doom me to death, I shall be condemued 
to a long solitary impnsonment , though I should 
even despise their tyranny in that respect, could 
I but have* the assurance of being comforted bj 
your presence. These words, instead of stopping 
my tears only served to make them stream afresh 
I answered, sobbing that my life and fortune were 
at his devotion , that the power of God alone 
could prevent me fiom affording him my assist 
ance under every extremity that, if he should be 
transported from that place, and I should be 
withheld from following him, I would kill myself 
on the spot 
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Changing our discourse, we framed a number 
of conjectures on what might be the probable 
cause of the King’s angry proceedings against 
him, but found ourselves at a loss what to assign 
them to Whilst we were discussing this matter 
the hour came for opening the palace gates, when 
a simple young man belonging to Bussi presented 
himself for entrance. Being stopped by the guard 
and questioned as to whither he was going, he, 
panic-struck, replied he was going to M. de Bussi, 
his master. This answer was carried to the King, 
and gave fresh ground for suspicion. It seems my 
brother, supposing he should not be able to go to 
Flanders for some time, and resolving to send Bussi 
to his Duchy of Alen9on, as I have already men- 
tioned, had lodged him in the Louvre, that he might 
be near him to take instructions at every opportunity. 

L’ Archant, the general of the guard, had re- 
ceived the King’s commands to make a search m 
the Louvre for him and Simier, and put them 
both under arrest. He entered upon this business 
with great unwillingness, as he was intimate vath 
Bussi, who was accustomed to call him “ father ” 

L’ Archant, going to Simier’s apartment, arrested 

13—2 
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him and though ho judged Bussi ^.-as there too, 
yet, being unwilling to find him, he vms going 
awaj Bussi, ho\ve\*er, nho had concealed himself 
under the bed, as not knowmg to whom the orders 
for his arrest might be given finding he was to 
be left there, and sensible that he should be ^^'ell 
treated b^ 1 Archant, called out to him, as he 
^vaa leaving the room, in his droll mann er 
‘ What, papa, ore you going without rae ? Don t 
you think I am as great a rc^e as that Simier?” 
“Ah son, replied 1 Archant, “I would much 
rather ha>e lost my arm than have met with 
you I Bnssi, bemg a man devoid of all fear, 
observed that it ivas a sign that things went ivell 
with him , then tummg to Sirmer who stood 
trembling wth fear, he jeered him upon his pusifl 
animitj L Arcbant removed them both and set 
a guard over them , and, m the next place, 
proceeded to arrest M de !a Chastre, whom he 
took to the Bastille 

Meanwhile M de 1 Oste W’as appointed to 
the command of the guard which was set o\’er 
my brother This was a good sort of old man 
who had been appointed governor to the King 
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iny husbntul, and lo\cd nn* a*; if I iiad bet'n his 
own clnld. Sunsiblc of (he iniu'^tire done to my 
brother and me, and lamentmi; (he bad ef»imsel 
b\ which the Km^ wa<: ;i;uidcd, and bemt,'. more- 
over, willin'.: to servo u*-. he u solved (n deliver 
mv brothel from his arrc'-t In ordt'r (o make 
his intention known to n^- he oidercd the Scottish ‘ 
archers to wait on the stairs without, kcepiiif: 
onlv two m the room whom he could trust, d'hen 
taking: me aside, he said “Tluie is not a j:ood 
Frenchman hvmi: who does not bleed .it his heart 
to see what we see. I have served the Kmt: your 
father, and I am read} to lay down m\ life to 
serve his children. I o\pect to have the f:uan:l of 
the Prince voiir brother, wherever he shall chance 
to be confined ; and, depend upon it, at the haz- 
ard of mv life, 1 will restore him to his libert}. 
But,” added lie, “that no suspicions may aiisc 
that such IS my design, it will be proper that we 
be not seen together m conversation; however, 
you may rely upon iny word.” This afforded me 
great consolation , and, assuming a degree of 
courage hereupon, I observ'ed to my brother that 
we ought not to remain there without knowing 
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for what reason wc were detained, as if we ^\'ere 
in the Inquisition , and that to treat us in such 
a manner ^va8 to consider ns as persons of no 
account I then begged M de 1 Oste to entreat 
the King, in our name, if the Queen our mother 
was not permitted to come to ns to send some 
one to acquamt ns with the crime for which we 
were kept m confinement 

M de Combaut who was at the head of the 
j’oung counsellors, was awordingly sent to us , 
and he with a great deal of gravity, informed us 
that he came from the King to enquire what it 
wtis we wished to communicate to His Majesty 
We answered that we wished to speak to someone 
near the King’s person m order to our being m 
formed what ive were kept m confinement for, os 
we w'ere unable to assign any reason for it oor 
selves He answered, ^nth great solemnity, that 
we ought not to ask of God or the King reasons 
for \vhat they did , as all their actions emanated 
firom wisdom and justice. We rephed that we 
ivere not persons to be treated like those shut op 
in the Inquisition who are left to guess at the 
c^use of their being there 
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We could obtain from him, after all we said, 
no other satisfaction than his promise to interest 
himself m our behalf, and to do us all the service 
m his power At this my brother broke out into 
a fit of laughter , but I confess I was too much 
alarmed to treat his message with such indiffer- 
ence, and could scarcely refrain from talking to 
this messenger as he deserved. 

Whilst he was making his report to the King, 
the Queen my mother kept her chamber, being 
under great concern, as may well be supposed, to 
witness such proceedings. She plainly foresaw, in 
her prudence, that these excesses would end fatall}^ 
should the mildness of my brother’s disposition, 
and his regard for the welfare of the State, be 
once weaned out with submitting to such repeated 
acts of injustice. She, therefore, sent for the 
senior members of the council, the chancellor, 
princes, lords and marshals of France, who all 
were greatly scandalised at the bad counsel which 
had been given to the King, and told the Queen 
my mother that she ought to remonstrate with 
the King upon the injustice of his proceedings 
They observed that what had been done could not 
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now be recalled, bat matters might >ct be set 
upon a nght footing The Queen my mother here* 
upon went to the King, follo\N‘cd bj these coun 
sellors, and represented to him the ill consequences 
which might proceed from the steps he had token 

The King s eyes were by this time opened, 
and he saw that he had been ill advnsed He 
therefore, begged the Queen m> mother to set 
things to rights, and to prcNtiil on my brother 
to forget oil that had happened, and to bear 
no resentment against these young men, but to 
make up the breach b«tw«t Bossi and Qd^Ius. 

Things being thus set to rights again the 
guard which had been placed o^■er my brother 
ivns dismissed, and the Queen mj mother, commg 
to Ins apartment, told him he ought to return 
thanks to God for his deliienmce, for that there 
had been a moment when e^■cn she herself despaired 
of sanng his life that, since he must now hii-e 
discoi'cred that the King’s temper of mind was 
such that he took the alarm at the ^'e^3 imagina 
tion of danger, and that, when once ho wns re 
sol\*cd upon a measure, no adince that she or anj 
other coaid gii*# would prei'ent him from putting 
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it into execution, she would recommend it to 
him to submit himself to the King’s pleasure m 
everything, in order to prevent the like m future , 
and, for the present, to take the earliest oppor- 
tunity of seeing the King, and to appear as if he 
thought no more about the past. 

We replied that we were both of us sensible 
of God’s great mercy, in delivering us from the 
injustice of our enemies, and that, next to God, 
our greatest obligation was to her, but that my 
brother’s rank did not admit of his being put m 
confinement without cause, and released firom it 
again without the formality of an acknowledg- 
ment. Upon this, the Queen observed that it was 
not in the power even of God Himself to undo 
what had been done ; that what could be effected 
to save his honour, and give him satisfaction for 
the irregularity of the arrest, should have place 
My brother, therefore, she observed, ought to 
stnve to mollify the King by addressing him with 
expressions of regard to his person and attachment 
to his service , and, in the meantime, use his in- 
fluence over Bussi to reconcile him to QuSlus, and 
to end all disputes betwixt them She then declared 
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that the pnnapal motive for putting mj brother and 
his servants under arrest was to prevent the combat 
for \\hich old Bnssi, the bra\e father of a brave son 
had soliatcd the King’s leave wherein he proposed 
to be his son s second, whilst the father of Quflos 
was to be his These foor had agreed m this way 
to detormme the matter in dispute, and give the 
Court no further distnrbance. 

M> brother now engaged himself to the Queen 
that, as Bassj would see he could not be per 
mitted to decide his quarrel bj combat, he should, 
in order to deliver himself from his arrest do as 
she had commanded. 

The Queen my mother gomg down to the 
King, prevailed with him to restore my brother 
to hberty with every honour In order to which 
the King came to her apartment followed by the 
pnnees lords, and other members of the connul 
and sent for us by M de Villeqmer As we 
went along we found all the rooms crowded with 
people who, with tears m their ej^es blessed God 
for our dehverance Coming into the apartments 
of the Qneen raj mother we foond the King 
attended as I before related The Kmg desired 
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nn hrnthtr not UiKn aiuthini' >11 that had hiM n 
d<>nj , a^' the in<)ti\i‘ foi tt ua<- ht‘' ronn r» hn th( 
uf ht*- ki»;^hnn and nc>t an\ hnl )nttiiti**n 
tow iul‘' hnn'-vir. M\ hrotht t i<'phtd th it hi had. 

he <nn::ht. de\<>tii:l his hfe to In'- sit vice, and. 
tluTofori , \\a5 :,'o\<rnrd In hi< pl< I'-nit . hut that 
h< most Innnhh hi pi;i d him to (ontiihr th.it his 
fidiht} .and itt.Tchnunt «hd not ini-rit ih< ntuin 
he had met with, thit, notwithst mdmi,'. he sjmuld 
impntt It nitnel) to his own ilhfoitiiiu. and should 
he pcrftctK ^itisfjed if the Kinit arl.nowlt deed his 
innoo lire. Hureupon tlu Kinp end lint he tiilet- 
tnincd not tlu le.nf doiiht of Ill’s mnortme. ind 
onh donred him to h(.lie\( hu held the same plan 
m hn e<tecm he enn Ind The Quetn ni) mothei 
then, t.nkint^ both of them In the h ind, imule iheiii 
embrace cacli other 

Afterwards the Kinj; comm.inded Ihissi to he 
brought forth, to make .1 reconciliation hetwi\t 
him and QiiClub, giemg orders, at the same time, 
for tlie release of Simicr and M de la Cliastie. 
Bussi coming into the room with his usual grace, 
the King told him he must be reconciled with 
Ouelus, and forbade him to say a woid more con- 
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ccming their quarrel He then commanded them 
to embrace. Sire, said Bossi, “if it is j'our 
pleasure that ^\’c kiss and arc finends again I am 
rcad^ to obej )*our command then, putting him 
self in the attitude of Pantaloon, he ^\'cnt up to 
Qu^las and gave him a hog irhrcb set all present 
in a titter, not^\^thstandlng thej had been scnousl) 
affected bj the scene which had passed just 
btJbrc 

Man) persons of discretion thought what bad 
been done was too slight a reparation for the l 
injnnes m) brother had recei\*ed. WTien all vras 
o\*er the King and the Queen m) mother coming 
up to me, said it would be incumbent on me to 
use m> utmost endeaxxiurs to pre^-ent m) brother 
from calling to mind an)*thing past which should 
make him swer\'e fixim the dut) and affection he 
ow'ed the King I replied that m) brother was so 
prudent and so strongl) attached to the King s 
service that he needed no admonition on that 
head from me nor anyone else and that, with re- 
spect to m\‘self I had ne^'e^ giv'en him an) other 
advnee thari to conform himself to the King s 
pleasure and the dut) he owed him 
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second storey and opened to the ditch, for the 
gates \\-cre so closely watched that it ^vas im 
possible to pass them, the face of everyone going 
out of the Louvre bang cunouslj examined He 
begged of me, therefore, to procure for him a rope 
of sufficient strength and long enough for the 
purpose This I set about immediately for having 
the tackmg of a bed that wanted mendmg, I sent 
it out of the palace by a lad whom I could trust, 
with orders to bring it back repaired, and to 
wrap up the proper length of rop* inside. 

When all was prepared one evening at sup- 
per time, I went to the Queen my mother, who 
supped alone m her own apartment it being 6ast 
day and the King eabng no supper My brother 
who on most occasions was pabent and discreet 
spurred on by the indignibes he had received 
and annoos to extricate himself &om danger and 
regam his hberty, came to me as I was rising 
from table, and whispered to me to make haste 
and come to him m my own apartment M de 
MabgEon at that time a marshal a sly cunning 
Norman, and one who had no love for ray brother 
whether he had some knowledge of his design 



MARGARET DE VALOIS 


209 


from some one who could not keep a secret, or 
onl}^ guessed at it, observed to the Queen my 
mother as she left the room (which I overheard, 
being near her, and circumspectly watching every 
word and motion, as may well be imagined, situ- 

I 

ated as I was betwixt fear and hope, and involved 
m perplexity) that my brother had undoubtedly 
an intention of withdrawing himself, and would 
not be there the next day ; adding that he was 
assured of it, and she might take her measures 
accordingly. 

I observed that she was much disconcerted 
by this observation, and I had my fears lest we 
should be discovered. When we came into her 
closet, she drew me aside and asked if I heard 
what Matignon had said. I replied “ I did not 
hear it, madam, but I observe that it has given 
you uneasiness.” — “Yes,” said she, “a gieat deal 
of uneasiness, for you know I have pledged myself 
to the King that your brother shall not depart 
hence, and Matignon has declared that he knows 
very well he will not be here to-morrow.” I 
now found myself under a great embarrassment, 

I was m danger either of proving unfaithful to 

14 
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my brother, and thereby bringing hi3 life into 
jeopardy, or of being obliged to declare that to 
be truth which I knew to be fcJse, and this I 
would have died rather than be guilty of 

In this extremity, if I had not been aided by 
God my countenance, without speaking, would 
plainly have di3coi.*ered what I wished to conceal 
But God, who assists those who mean well and 
whose divine goodness was discoverable m my 
brother’s escape, enabled me to compose my looks 
and suggested to mo such a reply as gave her to 
understand no more than I wished her to knmv 
and cleared ray conscience from making any de- 
claration contrary to the truth I answered her in 
these words “ You cannot, madam, but be sensi 
ble that M de Matignon is not one of my 
brother s friends, and that he is, besides, a busy 
meddling kmd of man, who is sorry to find a 
reconciliation has taken place with us and, as 
to my brother, I will answer for him with my 
life m case be goes hence, of which, if he had 
any design I should, as I am well assured, not 
be ignorant he never having yet concealed any 
thing he meant to do from me 
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All ihi-^ wa*- s.iid by me with the a'^Rurance 
that, after my brother’^ o'^cape, they w’otikl not 
dare to do mo any mjnrj ; and in ease of the 
worst, and when we should be discovered, I hafl 
much rather plcdi^o my hfc than hazard m\ soul 
by a false declaration, and cnd.int'cr nn brother’s 
life. Without scrutmisnif; into the impoit of my 
speech, she replied: “Remember what you now* 
say — }ou will lit' bound for him on the penalty of 
vour life.” I smiled and answered that such was 
m\ intention. Then, wishing,' her a j;ood nij:,d)t, I 
retired to my own bed-chamber, whole, undrcssinj; 
myself m haste and Rottmi^ into bed, in order 
to dismiss the ladies and maids - of- honour, and 
there then rcmainim; onl}' my chamber women, 
my brother came in, accompanied by Simier and 
Cange Rising from mj’ bed, w'C made the cord 
fast, and having looked out at the window' to dis- 
cover if an^'onc was m the ditch, w'lth the assistance 
of three of my women, who slept in my room, and 
the lad who had brought in the rope, we let down 
my brother, who laughed and joked upon the 
occasion without the least apprehension, notwith- 
standing the height w'as considerable We next 

14 — 2 
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lowered Sinner into the ditch, who ^vas in such a 
finght that he hod scarcely strength to hold the 
rope fast , and lastly descended ray brother s vald 
de ehambrct Cang6 

Through God a providence my brother got off 
undiscovered, and going to Sainte Genevl4^'e, he 
found Bussi waiting there for him By consent 
of the abbot, a hole had been made in the city 
wall through which the> passed, and horses being 
provided and m waiting, they mounted, and reached 
Angers without the least acadenL 

Whilst we wei'e lowenng doirn Cang4 who, afi 
I mentioned before was the last wo observed a 
man rising out of the ditch who ran towards the 
lodge adjoining to the tennis-court, in the direct 
ivay leading to the guard house. I had no appre- 
hensions on my own account all my fears being 
absorbed by those 1 entertamed for my brother , 
and now I was almost dead with alarm sup- 
posing this might be a spj placed there M de 
Matignon and that mj brother would be taken 
\\Tiilst I was in this cruel state of anxietj, which 
can onlj be jadged of by those who bare ex 
penenced a similar situation mj women took a 
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precaution for my safety and their own, which did 
not suggest itself to me. This was to burn the 
rope, that it might not appear to our conviction 
m case the man m question had been placed there 
to watch us. This rope occasioned so great a flame 
m burning, that it set fire to the chimney, which, 
being seen from without, alarmed the guard, who 
ran to us, knocking violently at the door, calling 
for it to be opened. 

I now concluded that my brother was stopped, 
and that we were both undone. However, as, by 
the blessing of God and through His divine mercy 
alone, I have, amidst every danger with which I 
have been repeatedly surrounded, constantly pre- 
served a presence of mind which directed what 
was best to be done, and observing that the rope 
was not more than half consumed, I told my women 
to go to the door, and speaking softly, as if I 
was asleep, to ask the men what they wanted 
They did so, and the archers replied that the 
chimney was on fire, and they came to extinguish 
it. My women answered it was of no conse- 
quence, and they could put it out themselves, 
begging them not to awake me. This alarm thus 
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passed off quietly, and they ^vent a^vaJ , but, m 
t\vo hours afterwards, M de Cossi came for me to 
go to the King and the Queen my mother, to 
give them an account of my brother’s escape, of 
which they had received Intelhgence by the Abbot 
of Samte-Genevi^ve, ^ 

It seems it had been concerted betwixt my 
brother and the abbot, m order to prevent the 
latter from fallmg under disgrace, that, when my 
brother might be supposed to have reached a 
soffiaent distance the abbot should go to Court 
and say that he had been put mto conffnemeot 
whilst the hole Avas being made, and that he came 
to inform the King as soon as he had released 
himself. 

I was m bed, for it was yet night and nsmg 
hastily, I pot on my night-clothes One of my 
women was indiscreet enough to hold me round 
the waist, and exclaim aloud, shedding a flood of 
tears, that she should never see me more, M de 
Co33^ pushing her away, said to me ‘ If I was 
not a person thoroughly devoted to your service, 
this woman has said enough to bnng jtdu mto 
trouble. But contmued he, “ fear nothing God 
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praised, In thi=; litno the I’jinrc \our buuhcr 
out of daugti." 

Tlic'^e words were \or\ lU'Cc'^s'iry, ni tlie pre- 
‘'Om state of nn mind, to fortif\ U a}:ninst the 
rcjuoaclics and tlire it< I laid n ason to e\j)ect 
fiom the Kim^. I found him ^ittwi}:: at llu' foot 
of the Queen my m(»ther'' bed, in <uch a \iolcnt 
r.\"c that I am inehncd to beheve 1 'should ha\c 
felt the cftects f»f it, had Ik not been n'straiiied 
by the alnonce of jn\ brother and m\ mothei’s 
presence Tiie\ both told m*. th.it I had assured 
them m\ brother wouhl not lea\i the ('omi, and 
that I jiledqed mN-'clf for his '^tay. I rejdud that 
it was true tli.it he had deemed me, .i^^ he had 
them; howc^er, I was reul\ still to pledtte m\ life 
that his departure would not operate to the prejudiee 
of the Kimt’s si nice, and that it would appeal he 
was only jtone to his own prmcip.ahty to gi\e oiders 
and forward his exjiedition to Flanders. 

The King appeared to be somewhat mollified 
b} this declaration, and now gave me permission 
to return to my owm apartments. Soon aftcrw.ards 
he received letters from mj bi other, containing 
assurances of his attachment, in the terms I had 
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before expressed Tliis caused a cessation of com 
plaints, but by no means removed the King’s 
dissatisfection, who made a Bho>v of affording 
assistance to hia expedition, but was secretly using 
* every means to frustr ate and defeat it 
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LETTER XX 

QUEEN MARGARET PERMITTED TO GO TO THE KING HER 
HUSBAND — IS ACCOMPANIED BY THE QUEEN-MOTHER — 

MARGARET INSULTED BY HER HUSBAND’S SECRETARY 

SHE HARBOURS JEALOUSY HER ATTENTION TO THE 

KING HER HUSBAND DURING AN INDISPOSITION — THEIR 

RECONCILIATION THE WAR BREAKS OUT AFRESH 

AFFRONT RECEIVED FROM MARSHAL DE BIRON. 

I NOW renewed my application for leave to 
go to the King my husband, which I continued to 
press on every opportunity. The King, perceiving 
that he could not refuse my leave any longer, was 
willing I should depart satisfied. He had this 
further view in complying with my wishes, that 
by this means he should withdraw me from my 
attachment to my brother. He, therefore, strove 
to oblige me in every way he could think of, and, 
to fulfil the promise made by the Queen my mother 
at the Peace of Sens, he gave me an assignment 
of my portion in territory, with the power of nomi- 
nation to all vacant benefices and all ofiices , and. 
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a cautionary town , and the country not bang 
sufficiently quieted, she was permitted to go no 
farther 

It was the intention of the ^een my mother 
to make but a short stay , but so many accidents 
arose from disputes betvmt the Huguenots and 
Cathohcs, that she waa under the necessity of 
stoppmg there eighteen months As this was very 
much against her mchnation she was sometimes 
inchned to think there was a design to keep her, 
m order to have the company of her maids^f 
honour For my husband had been greatly 
smitten with Dayelle, and M de Thnrdne was in 
love wth la Vergne, However, I received every 
mark of honour and attention from the King that 
I could expect or desire He related to me, as 
soon as we met, the artifices which had been put 
m practife whfist he remained at Court to create 
a misunderstanding betwixt him and me, all this, 
he said, he knew was with a design to cause a 
rupture betwixt my brother and him, and thereby 
nun us all three, as there was an exceeding great 
jealousy entertained of the finendahip which existed 
betwixt us 
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We remained m the disagreeable situation I 
have before described all the time the Queen my 
mother stayed in Gascony; but, as soon as she 
could re-establish peace, she, by desire of the 
King my husband, removed the King’s lieutenant, 
the Marquis de Villars, putting in his place the 
Marshal de Biron. She then departed for Lan- 
guedoc, and we conducted _ her to Castelnaudary , 
where, taking our leave, we returned to Pau, in 
Bdarn , m which place, the Catholic religion not 
being tolerated, I was only allowed to have Mass 
celebrated m a chapel of about three or four feet 
in length, and so narrow that it could scarcely 
hold seven or eight persons. During the celebra- 
tion of Mass, the bridge of the castle was drawn 
up to prevent the Catholics of the town and 
country from coming to assist at it, who having 
been, for some years, deprived of the benefit of 
following their own mode of worship, would have 
gladly been present. Actuated by so holy and 
laudable a desire, some of the inhabitants of Pau, 
on Whitsunday, found means to get into the 
castle before the bridge was drawn up, and were 
present at the celebration of Mass, not being dis- 
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co\-ercd until it w’ns nearly mer At length the 
Huguenots espied them, and ran to acquaint 
lo Pin, socrctaiy to the King my husband, \vho 
\vas greatly in his fa\*our, and who conducted, the 
whole business relating to the new religion Upon 
rcccu-ing this intelligence, le Pm ordered the guard 
to arrest these poor people, who were severely beaten 
in rn) presence, and oftenvards locked np in pnsoo, 
whence they were not released without paying a 
considerable fine 

This indigmU gave me great offence, as I 
nc\cr expected an)'thmg of the land Accord 
ingl> I comphpncd of it to tie King roy hosbaod, 
begging him to give orders for the release of these 
poor Catholics, who did not deserve to be punished 
for coming to mj chapel to hear Mass, a celebra 
tion of which they had been so long depnved of 
the benefit Le Pm, wath the greatest disrespect 
to his master, took upon him to reply without 
waiting to hear what the King had to say He 
told me that I ought not to trouble the King ray 
husband about such matters, that what had been 
done was ^'eTy right and proper that those people 
had jnstly roented the treatment they met mth. 
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and all I could say would go for nothing, for it 
must be so , and that I ought to rest satisfied 
with being permitted to have Mass said to me 
and my serv'ants This insolent speech from a 
person of his inferior condition incensed me 
greatly, and I entreated the King my liusband, 
if I had the least share in his good graces, to do 
me justice, and avenge the insult offered me by 
this low man 

The King my husband, perceiving that I was 
offended, as I had reason to be, with this gross 
indignity, ordered le Pm to quit our presence 
immediately ; and, expressing his concern at his 

0 • 

secretaire’s behaviour, who, he said, was over 
zealous in the cause of religion, he promised that 
he would make an example of him. As to the 
Catholic pnsoners, he said he would advise with 
his parliament what ought to be done for my 
satisfaction. 

Having said this he went to his closet, where 
he found le Pin, who, by dint of persuasion, made 
him change his resolution , insomuch that, fearing 
I should insist upon his dismissing his secretary, 
he avoided meeting me. At last, finding that I 



304 


UEMOIRS OF 


\va3 firmly resolved to leave bun unless he dis 
missed le Pm he took advice of some persons 
who, havmg themselves a dishTie to the secretary 
represented that he ought not to give me cause of 
displeasure for the sake of a man of his small im 
portance , especially one who hke him, had given 
me ju8t reason to be offended that, when it be 
came known to the Kmg my brother and the 
Qceen my mother, they would certainly take it lU 
that he had not only not resented it but on the 
contrary still kept him near his person 

This counsel prevailed with him and he at 
length discarded his secretary The King, how 
ever, continued to behave to me with great cool 
ness, being influenced, as be afterwards confessed, 
by the counsel of M de Pibrac, who acted the part 
of a doable dealer telling me that I ought not to 
pardon an affiront offered by such a mean fellmv, 
but insist npon his being dismissed whilst he 
persuaded the King my husband that there was 
no reason for partmg with a man so useful to 
him for such a trivial cause This was done by 
M de Pibrac thinking I might be mduced, from 
such mortificationfl to return to France, where 



MARGARET DE VALOIS 


225 


he enjoyed the offices of president and I^Ing’s 
counsellor. 

I 

I now met with a fresh cause for disquietude 
in my present situation, for, Dayelle being gone, 
the King my husband placed his affections on 
Rebours. She was an artful young person, and 
had no regard for me; accordingly, she did me 
all the ill offices m her power with him. In the 
midst of these trials, I put my trust m God, and 
He, moved ivith pity by my tears, gave permission 
for our leaving Pau, that “ little Geneva ” , and, 
fortunately for me, Rebours was taken ill and stayed 
behind. The King my husband no sooner lost sight 
of her than he forgot her, he now turned his eyes 
and attention towards Fosseuse. She was much 
handsomer than the other, and was at that time 
young, and really a very amiable person. 

Pursuing the road to Montauban, we stopped 
at a httle town called Eause, where, m the night, 
the King mj'- husband was attacked with a high 
fever, accompanied with most violent pains m his 
head. This fever lasted for seventeen days, during 
which time he had no rest night or day, but was 
continually removed from one bed to another. I 

15 
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narsed him the whole time, never stimng from hie 
bedside, and never potting off my clothes. He 
took notice of my extraordinary tenderness and 
spoke of It to several persons, and particularly to 

my cousm , who, acting the part of an 

affectionate relation, restored me to his favour, 
msomuch that I never stood so highly in it before 
This happmess I had the good fortune to enjoy 
dunng the four or five years that I remained with 
him m Gascony 

Our residence, for the most part of the time I 
have mentioned, was at Hfirac, where our Court 
was so brilliant that we had no cause to regret 
our absence from the Court of France, We had 
with us the Princess of Navarre mj husband s 
sister smce mamed to the Duke of Bar there 
were besides a number of ladies belongmg to mj 
self The King my husband was attended by a 
numerous body of lords and gentlemen all as 
gallant persona as I have seen m any Court and 
we had only to lament that they were Huguenots, 
This difference of rebgion however, caused no 
dispute amongst us the King my husband and 
the Pnncess his sister beard a sermon whilst I 
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and my servants heard Mass. I had a chapel m 
the park for the purpose, and, as soon as the service 
of both religions was over, we joined company m 
a beautiful garden, ornamented with long walks 
shaded with laurel and cj'press trees. Sometimes 
we took a vTilk m the park and on the banks of 
the river, bordered b}' an avenue of trees three 
thousand yards m length. The rest of the day 
was passed m innocent amusements ; and in the 
afternoon, or at night, we commonly had a ball. 

The King was very assiduous with Fosseuse, 
who, being dependent on me, kept herself within 
the strict bounds of honour and virtue. Had she 
always done so, she had not brought upon herself 
a misfortune which has proved of such fatal con- 
sequence to myself as well as to her. 

But our happiness was too great to be of long 
continuance, and fresh troubles broke out betwixt 
the King my husband and the Catholics, and gave 
rise to a new war. The King my husband and 
the Marshal de Buron, who was the King’s lieu- 
tenant in Guienne, had a difference, which was 
aggravated, by the Huguenots. This breach be- 
came m a short time so wide that all my efforts 

15—2 
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to close it ^ve^e useless They made their separate 
complaints to the King The Kmg my husband 
insisted on the removal of the Marshal de Biron, 
and the marshal charged the Kmg my husband 
and the rest of those who were of the pretended 
reformed religion, with designs contrary to peace. 
I saw wth great concern that affairs were likely 
soon to come to an open rupture and I had no 
power to prevent iC The marshal advised the 
Kmg to come to Gmenne h i m sel f, saying that 
m hi3 presence, matters might be settled. The 
Huguenots, heancg of this proposal supposed the 
Kmg would take possession of their towns, and 
thereupon came to a resolution to take up arms 
This was what I feared I was become a sharer 
m the Kmg my husband s fortune, and was now 
to be m opposition to the King my brother and 
the religion I had been bred up m I gave mj 
opmion upon this war to the Kmg my husband 
and his council and strove to dissuade them from 
engagmg m it I represented to them the hazards 
of canyong on a war when they were to be opposed 
Qgamst so able a general as the Marshal de Biron, 
who would not spare them as other generals had 
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done, being their private enemy. I begged them 
to consider that, if the King brought his whole 
force against them, wnth intention to exterminate 
their religion, it would not bo in their power to 
oppose or prevent it. But they were so head- 
strong, and so blinded with the hope of succeeding 
m the surprise of certain towns in Languedoc and 
Gascon}^, that, though the King did mo the honour, 
* upon all occasions, to listen to my advice, as did 
most of the Huguenots, yet I could not prevail on 
them to follow it m the present situation of affairs, 
until it was too late, and after they had found, to 
their cost, that my counsel w’as good. The torrent 
w'as now burst forth, and there was no possibility 
of stopping its course until it had spent its utmost 
strength 

Before that period arrived, foreseeing the con- 

f 

sequences, I had often written to the King and the 
Queen my mother, to offer something to the King 
my husband by way of accommodating matters 
But they were bent against it, and seemed to be 
pleased that matters had taken such a turn, being 
assured by Marshal de Biron that he had it m his 
power to crush the Huguenots whenever he pleased. 
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In this crisis my advice \vas not attended to, the 
dissensions increased, and recourse v-ns hod to 
tinns« The Huguenots had reckoned upon a force 
more considerable than they were able to collect 
together, and the King mj husband found himself 
outnumbered by Marshal de Biron In consequence, 
those of the pretended reformed religion failed in 
oil their plans except their attack upon Cahors 
\\hich they took nvith petards, after having lost a 
great number of men, M de Vexms, who com 
tniinded in the town, disputing their entrance for 
two or three da>' 8 , from street to street, and even 
from house to house- The King my husband dis 
plaj-cd great valour and conduct upon the occasion 
and shoiN’cd himself to be a gallant and bra\*c 
general Though the Huguenots succeeded in this 
attempt, their loss was so great that the} gamed 
nothing from it Marshal dc Biron kept the field 
and took ei-ery place that declared for the Hugue- 
nots puttmg all that opposed him to the sword- 
From the commencement of this war, the King 
m> husband doing mo the honour to 101*6 me and 
commanding me not to leave him, I had resolved 
to shore his fortune, not without extrema regret, 
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111 ob'^eriincr that tins war was of sucli a nature 

O 

that I could not, in con^^cicnce, wish success to 
either side, for if the Huf^uenots got the upper 
hand, tlie religion which 1 chciishcd as much as 
my life was lost, and if the Catholic'^ prevailed, 
the King inv husband w.as undone. Ihit, being 
thus attached to iny liusband, by the duty I owed 
him, and obliged b} the attentions he was pleased 
to ‘^how me, I could only acquaint the King and 
the Oucen my mother with the situation to which 
I was reduced, occasioned by mj advice to them 
not having been attended to. I, therefore, prayed 
them, if they could not c\tinguisli the (lames of 
war m the midst of which I w.as placed, at least 
to give orders to Marshal dc Biron to consider the 
town I resided in, and three leagues round it, as 
neutral ground, and that I would get the King my 
husband to do the same. This the King granted 
me for N6rac, provided m3' husband was not there ; 
but if he should enter it, the neutraht}' was to 
cease, and so to remain as long as he continued 
there. This convention was observ'cd, on both 
sides, w'lth all the exactness I could desire. How- 
ever, the King m}'' husband was not to be prevented 
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from often \'isitmg \irac, ^^hich was the residence 
of his sister and me. He was fond of the Eoaet> 
of ladies, and moreovCT, was at that time grcatli 
enamoured with Fossense^ who beJd the place in 
his affections which Rebonrs had latel} occopied 
Fosseose did me no 01 offices, so that the King 
mj husband and I continued to hve on A-erv good 
terms especially as he perceired rae nn willing to 
oppose his mclmationa. 

Led by snch mdocements, he came to Js€rac, 
once, with a body of troops, and sta^ Td three 
days, not being able to leave the agreeable com 
pan} he fbood there. Marshal de Bnon who 
^VTsbed for nothing so cnacfa as such an opportunity, 
was apprised of it, and under pretence of joming 
if de Comusson the seneschal of Toulouse, who 
was expected with a remforceiDent for his arm\ hfe 
began his march but, instead of pur su ing the road, 
according to the orders he had issued he suddenly 
ordered his troops to file off towards Jvtrac, and 
before mne m the morning, his whole force was 
drawn np within sight of the town and within 
cannon shot of it 

The King mj husband had received intelhgence. 
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the evening before, of the expected arrival of M. de 
Cornusson, and was desirous of preventing the 
junction, for which purpose he resolved to attack 
him and the marshal separately As he had been 
lately j'omed by M. de la Rochefoucauld, with a 
corps of cavalry consisting of eight hundred men, 
formed from the nobility of Saintonge, he found 
himself sufficiently strong to undertake such a plan. 
He, therefore, set out before break of day to make 
his attack as they crossed the river. But his 
intelligence did not prove to be correct, for de 
Cornusson passed it the evening before. My hus- 
band, being thus disappointed m his design, returned 
to Ndrac, and entered at one gate just as Marshal 
de Biron drew up his troops before the other. 
There fell so heavy a rain at that moment that 
the musketry was of no use. The King my husband, 
however, threw a body of his troops into a vine- 
yard to stop the marshal’s progress, not being 
able to do more on account of the unfavourable- 
ness of the weather. 

In the meantime, the marshal continued with 
his troops drawn up m order of battle, permitting 
only two or three of his men to advance, who 
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LETTER \XI 

tlTUATlON OP AFPAIRS IN FLANDERS — PEACE BBOUOHT 
ADOUT DURR ALBN90N S NCOOTUTION — lURSIIAL 
DE BIBON APOLOOI3E3 lt)R FIRING ON N^RAC — HEKRT 
DE3PCRATBLY IN LOVE WITTI FOSRRU8B — QUEEN MAR 
CARET DfflCOVEKS FOSSCUSB TO BE PREGNANT, WHICH 
SHE DENIES — TOSSCUSC IN LABOUR — UAROARET S 
OEItEROUS BEHAVIOUR TO HER — IIAROARBT 8 RETURN 
TO PARIS 

Tim war lasted some time longer, bnt with 
disadATintagc to the Hognenots The Kmg my 
husband at length became desirous to make a 
peace. I UTOto on the subject to the King and 
the Queen ray mother but so dated wore they 
both with Marshal dc Blron’s success, that they 
would not agree to anj terms. 

About the tune this war broke out Cambraj, 
which had been delr\'ered up to my brother by 
M d Ainsi, according to his engagement wth me, 
as I ha\*e before related was besieged by the 
forces of Spam My brother received the news 
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of this siege at his castle of Plessis - les -Tours, 
whither he had retired after his return from Flan- 
ders, where, by the assistance of the Count de 
Lalain, he had been invested with the government 
of Mons, Valenciennes, and their dependencies. 

My brother, being anxious to relieve Cambra)^, 
set about raising an army with all the expedition 
he was able; but, finding it could not be accom 
plished very speedily, he sent forward a reinforce- 
ment under the command of M. de Balagny, to 
succour the place until he arrived himself with a 
sufficient force to raise the siege. Whilst he was 
in the midst of these preparations this Huguenot 
war broke out, and the men he had raised left 
him to incorporate themselves with the King’s 
army, which had reached Gascony. 

My brother was now without hope of raising 
the -siege, and to lose Cam bray would be attended 
ivith the loss of the other countries he had just 
obtained. Besides, what he should regret more, 
such losses would reduce to great straits M. de 
Balagny and the gallant troops so nobly defend- 
ing the place. 

His grief on this occasion was poignant, and, 
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as hiB excellent judgment formahed him with 
expedients under all his difBculhes, he resolved 
to cndea\'our at bnnging about a peace. Accord 
ingly he despatched a gentleman to the King with 
his advice to accede to terms, offering to under 
take the treatj himself His design m offering 
himself os negotiator was to prevent the treaty being 
drauTi out to too great a length, as might be 
the case if confided to others. It was necessary 
that he should speedily reho’e Cambray, for 
de Balagnj, i\ho had thrown himself Into the 
at) as I have before menboned, had ivntten to 
him that ho should be able to defend the place 
for SIX months, but, if he received no saccounj 
within that time, his provisions would be all 
expended, and he should be obhged to give ivay 
to the clamours of the inhabitants, and surrender 
the town 

Bj God 8 fiivoor the King was induced to 
listen to m) brother s proposal of undertaking a 
negotiation for a peace The King hoped thereby 
to disappoint him m his expectations m Flanders, 
which he ne^■e^ had approved of Accordingly ' 
he sent ^\ord back to my brother that he should 
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accept his proffer of negotiating a peace, and 
would send him for his coadjutors, M. de Villeroy 
and M. de Belhevre. The commission my brother 
was charged with succeeded, and, after a stay 
of seven months in Gascon}^, he settled a peace 
and left us, his thoughts being employed during 
the whole time on the means of relieving Cam- 
bray, which the satisfaction he found m being 
with us could not altogether abate. 

The peace my brother made, as I have just 
mentioned, was so judiciously jframed that it gave 
equal satisfaction to the King and the Catholics, 
and to the King my husband and the Huguenots, 
and obtained him the affections of both parties. 
He likewise acquired from it the assistance of that 
able general. Marshal de Biron, who undertook 
the command of the army destined to raise the 
siege of Cambray. The King my husband was 
equally gratified m the marshal’s removal from 
Gascony and having Marshal de Matignon in his 
room. 

Before my brother set off he was desirous 
to bring about a reconciliation betwixt the King 
my husband and Marshal de Biron, provided the 
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latter should make his apologies to me for his 
coodact at Ndnic, My brother had desired me to 
treat him witli all disdain, but I used this hasty 
advice with discretion, considenng that my brother 
mig^t one day or other repent having given it, 
as he had e\'erythmg to hope, m his present 
sitoation, from the bravery of this oflScer 

My brother returned to Franc© accompanied 
bj Marshal de Biron By his negotiation of a 
peace he had acquired to himself great credit 
with both parties, and secured a powerfu] force 
for the purpose of raising the siege of Cambraj 
But honours and success are followed by envj 
The King beheld this accession of glory to his 
brother mth great dissatisfaction He had been 
for seven months while tny brother and I were 
together in Gascony brooding over his nmhee, 
and produced the strangest invention that can 
be imagined He pretended to beheve (what the 
King ray hnsband can easily prove to bo false) 
that I uistigated him to go to war that I might 
procure for my brother the credit of making peace. 
This 13 not at all probable when it is considered 
the prejudice m> brother s afiairs in Flanders 



MARGARET DE VALOIS 


241 


sustained by the war But envy and malice are 
self - deceivers, and pretend to discover what no 
one else can perceive. On this frail foundation 
the King rmsed an altar of hatred, on which he 
swore never to cease till he had accomplished 
my brother’s rum and mine. He had never for- 
given me for the attachment I had discovered for 
my brother’s interest during the time he was in 
Poland and since. 

Fortune chose to favour the King’s animosity , 
for, during the seven months that my brother 
stayed in Gascony, he conceived a passion for 
Fosseuse, who was become the doting piece of 
the IGng my husband, as I have already men- 
tioned, since he had quitted Rebours. This new 
passion m my brother had induced the King 

husband to treat me with coldness, supposing 
that I countenanced my brother’s addresses. I 
no sooner discovered this than I remonstrated 
with my brother, as I knew he would make every 
sacrifice for my repose. I begged him to give 
over his pursuit, and not to speak to her again. 
I succeeded this way to defeat the malice of my 

ill-fortune , but there was still behind another 

16 



UEUOIRS OF 


242 

secret ambush, and that of a more fotal nature 
for Fosseuse, v.ho A\*a3 passionately fond of the 
King my husband, bat had hitherto granted no 
fawura inconsistent with prudence and modesty, 
piqued by his jealou^ of m> brother, gave herself 
up suddenly to hia will, and unfortunately became 
pr^nont. She no sooner made this discm'oy, 
than she altered her conduct towards me entirely 
from what it was before She now shunned my 
presence as much as she had been accustomed 
to seek it, and whereas before she strove to do 
me e^-erj good office with the King my husband, 
she now cndea\'Oared to make all the mischief she 
was able betwixt us. For his part, he avoided me 
he grew cold and indifferent, and since Fosseuse 
ceased to conduct herself with discretion the happy 
moments that we expcnenced dunng the four or 
five >*63X8 we w ere tc^cther m Gascony, were no 
more. 

Peace being restored, and mj brother departed 
for France, as I ha\*c alreadj related, the King ra} 
husband and I returned to Kirac. We ^\‘e^e no 
sooner there than Fosseuse persuaded the King 
m> husband to make a joamey to the waters of 
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Aigues-Caudes, m B6arn, perhaps with a design 
to rid herself of her burden there. I begged the 
King my husband to excuse my accompanying him, 
as, since the affiront that I had received at Pau, 
I had made a vow never to set foot in Bdarn 
until the Catholic religion was re-established there 
He pressed me much to go with him, and grew 
angry at my persisting to refuse his request. He 
told me that his little girl (for so he affected to 
call Fosseuse) was desirous to go there on account 
of a colic, which she felt frequent returns of. I 
answered that I had no objection to his taking 
her with him He then said that she could not 
go unless I went ; that it would occasion scandal, 
which might as well be avoided. He continued 
to press me to accompany him, but at length I 
prevailed with him to consent to go without me, 
and to take her with him, and, with her, two of 
her companions, Rebours and ViUe-Savm, together 
with the governess. They set out accordingly, 
and I waited their return at Bavidre. 

I had every day news from Rebours, inform- 
ing me how matters went. This Rebours I have 

mentioned before to have been the object of my 
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husband s passion, bat she was now cast ofi^ and 
consequently, was no friend to Fosseose who had 
gained that place in his affection she had before 
held She, therefore strove all she conld to cir 
cnmvent her and, indeed she was fully qualified 
for such a purpose, as she was a conning, deceit 
ful young person. She gave me to understand 
that Fosseose laboured to do me every ill office 
m her po\ver , that she spoke of me wth the 
greatest disrespect on all occasions, and expressed 
her expectations of marrying the King herself m 
case she should be delivered of a son, when I ivas 
to be divorced- She had said, further that when 
the Kmg my husband retamed to Baviire, he had 
resolved to go to Paa and that I should go with 
him whether I would or noL 

This intelligence \va3 fer from being agreeable 
to me, and I knew not what to think of it- I 
trusted in the goodness of God and I had a reh 
ance on the generosity of the King my husband 
yet I passed the time 1 n-aited for bis return but 
uncomfortably and often thought I shed more 
tears fhnn they drank water The Catholic no- 
bihty of the neighbourhood of Bavi^e used their 
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utmost endeavours to divert my chagrin, for the 
month or five weeks that the King my husband 
and Fosseuse stayed at Aigues-Caudes 

On his return, a certain nobleman acquainted 
the King my husband with the concern I was 
under lest he should go to Pau, whereupon he 
did not press me on the subject, but only said he 
should have been glad if I had consented to have 
gone with him there. Perceiving, by my tears 
and the expressions I made use of, that I should 
prefer even death to such a journey, he altered 
his intentions and we returned to N6rac. 

Th6 pregnancy of Fosseuse was now no longer 
a secret. The whole Court talked of it, and not 
only the Court, but all the country, f was willing 
to prevent the scandal firom spreading, and ac- 
cordingly resolved to talk to her on the subject. 
With this resolution, I took her into my closet, 
and spoke to her thus . “ Though you have for 
some time estranged yourself firom me, and, as it 
has been reported to me, striven to do me many 
ill of&ces with the King my husband, yet the 
regard I once had for you, and the esteem which 
I still entertain for those honourable persons to 
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^\hosc family vou belong do not admit of my 
neglecting to afford \*ou all the assistance in mv 
power in j^oor present onhappy situation I beg 
j-oa, therefore, not to conceal the truth, it being 
both for j'oor interest and mine, under whose 
protection \*oa are, to declare it. Tell me the 
truth, and I will act towards }*oa as a mother 
\ou know that a contagious disorder has broken 
out in the place, and under pretence of abiding 
it I wfll go to Mas d Agenois, which is a house 
belonging to the Knig mi husband, in a rerj re- 
tired situation I will take j*on with me, and 
such other persons os you shall name. "UTulst 
we are there the King will take the diversion of 
huntmg in some other part of the countrj, and 
I shall not stir from thence before yont deliven 
By this means we shall put a stop to the scan 
dalous reports which are nmv current, and which 
concern j-ou more than mj-^clf.” 

So fiir from showing anj contrition or re- 
turning thanks for mj kindness, she rephed, with 
the utmost orrc^nce, that «ihe would prove all 
those to be liars who had reported suph things 
of her that, for m\ part I had ceased for a 
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long time to show her an}' marks of regard, and 
she saw' that 1 was determined upon her rum. 
These w'ords she delivered m as loud a tone as 
mine had been mildly expressed , and, leaving 
me abruptly, she flew' in a rage to the King 
my husband, to relate to him w'hat I had said to 
her. He was \er} angr}' upon the occasion, and 
declared he would make them all liars w'ho had 
laid such things to her charge. From that moment 
until the hour of her dcluery, which was a few' 
months after, he never spoke to me 

She found the pains of labour come upon her 
about daybreak, whilst she w'as in bed in the 
chamber w’here the maids -of- honour slept. She 
sent for my ph}sician, and begged him to go and 
acquaint the King my husband that she w'as taken 
ill. We slept in separate beds in the same chamber, 
and had done so for some time. 

The physician delivered the message as he w'as 
directed, which greatly embarrassed my husband. 
What to do he did not know'. On the one hand, 
he W'as fearful of a discovery; on the other, he 
foresaw that, w'lthout proper assistance, there w'as 
danger of losing one he so much loved In this 
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dilemma, he resolved to apply to jne confess all, 
and implore ray aid and advice, well knowing 
that, nohvithstanding what had passed I should 
be ready to do him a pleasure. Having come to 
this resolution, he WIthd^e^v my curtains, and 
spoke to me thus ** My dear, I have concealed 
a matter from you which 1 now confess I beg 
you to forgive me, and to thmk no more about 
what I have said to you on the subject. Will you 
oblige me so for as to nse and go to Fosseuse, 
who IS taken very ill ? I am well assured that, 
m her present situation, you will forget everything 
and resent nothing You know how dearly I love 
her, and I hope you will comply with my request 
I answered that I had too great a respect for him 
to be offended at anytlung ho should do and th^t 
I would go to her immediately and do as much for 
her as if she were a child of my own I advised 
him m the meantime, to go out and hunt, by 
which means he would draw away all his people, 
and prevent tattling 

I removed Fosseuse, with all convenient haste, 
from the chamber in which the maids of honour 
were, to one in a more retired part of the palace, 
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got u phjsici.in ;ind ?oinc uomoii about her, and 
saw that she wanted for nothing that was proper 
in her situation. It jdcasod God that she should 
bring forth a daughter, since dead. .‘Vs soon .us 
she was dclucrcd I ordered her to be taken back 
to tlic chamber from whicli had been lirougiit. 
Notwithstanding these prcc.uitions, it was not 
possible to prcAcnt the stor} from circulating 
through the palace. When the King my husband 
returned from hunting he jiaid her a visit accord- 
ing to custom. She begged that I might come 
and see her, as w.is usual with me wiicn any- 
one of my maids - of- honour was taken ill liy 
this means she expected to jiut a stop to stones to 
her prejudice Tiie King m3 husband came from 
her into in} bed-chamber, and found me in bed, as 
I was fatigued and required rest, after ha\ing been 
called up so earl}. He begged me to get up and 
pay her a visit. 1 told him I went according to 
his desire before, when she stood in need of 
assistance, but now she wanted no help ; that to 
visit her at this time w'ould be only exposing her 
more, and cause myself to bo pointed at by all 
the world. He seemed to be greatly displeased at 
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what I said, which vexed me the more as I 
thought I did not deserve such treatment after 
what I had done at his request m the morning 
she likewise contnbnted all m her power to 
aggra\'ate matters betwixt him and me. 

In the meantime, the King ray brother, al 
waj-s well informed of what is passing m the 
famihes of the noboiitj of his kingdom, was not 
Ignorant of the transactions of our Court He 
was particularly canons to learn everjlhing that 
happened with us and knew every mmute circura 
stance that I hai-e now rebted. Thinking this a 
favourable occasion to wreak his vengeance on 
me for having been the means of my brother ac 
qmnng so much reputation by the peace he had 
brought abont, he made use of the accident that 
happened in our Court to withdraw me from the 
King my husband, and thereby reduce me to the 
state of misery he wished to plunge me m. To 
this purpose he prevailed on the Queen my 
mother to write to me, and express her anxious 
desire to see me after an absence of five or six 
years She added that a journey of this sort to 
Court would be serviceable to the affairs of the 
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King my husband as well as my own, that the 
King my brother was himself desirous of seeing 
me, and that if I wanted money for the journey 
he would send it me The King wrote to the 
same purpose, and despatched Manique, the stew- 
ard of his household, with instructions to use 
every persuasion with me to undertake the journey. 
The length of time I had been absent m Gascony, 
and the unkind usage I received on account of 
Fosseuse, all contributed to induce me to listen 
to the proposal made me. 

The King and the Queen both ivrote to me. 
I received three letters, very shortly after each 
other, and, that I might have no pretence for 
staying, I had the sum of fifteen hundred crowns 
paid me to defray the expenses of mj^ journey 
The Queen my mother wrote that she would 
give me the meeting m Samtonge, and that, if 
the King my husband would accompany me so 
far, she would treat with him there, and give 
him every satisfaction with respect to the King 
But the King and she were desirous to have 
him at their Court, as he had been before with 
my brother; and the Marshal de Matignon had 
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pressed the matter with the King, that he might 
have no one to mterfere with him in Gascony 
I hod had too long expenence of what was to 
be expected at then- Court to hope much from 
all the fine promises that were made to me. I 
had resolved, however, to avail myself of the 
opportunity of an absence of a few months, 
thinlung it might prove the means of setting 
matters to nghts Besides which, I thought that, 
os I should take Fosseuse with me, it was pos 
Bible that the King's passion for her might cool 
when she \vas no longer in bis sight, or be 
might attach himself to some other that was 
less inclined to do me mischiefi 

It was with some difficulty that the Kmg 
ray husband would consent to a removal, so un 
wiUing \vas he to leave his Fosseuse He paid 
more attention to me in hopes that I should 
refuse to set out on this journey to France , but, 
as I given my word m my letters to the 
Kmg and the Queen my mother, that I ^vould 
go, and as I even received money for the 

purpose, I could not do otherwise. 

And herem my lU fortune prevailed over the 
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reluctance I had to leave the King my husband, 
after the instances of renewed love and regard 
which he had begun to show me 


END OF THE MEMOIRS 
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Aipifis, a small town having a hot mmaral Hp n ng m 
Aovergno, 15 miles hrom St Flonr, and about 300 mflea 
south of Pans 

ALENgON 

A largo and beautiful aty, which was formerly a 
duchy belonging to Lower Normandy, situated about 
105 miles from Pons, south west In a fruitful country, 
watered by the Sarre. It has a castle well fortified 
and was esteemed a first rate town In Normandy It 
now belongs to the Department of the Ome, of which 
it IS the chief place. Its popnlation Is supposed to 
amount to i3)50o souls. 

AMBOISE 

A strong castle, bmlt at a wmall town of the same 
name, which town was formerly the capital of L.owcr 
Touraine, situated on the confluence of the Loire and 
the Masse no miles south west of Paris. It was 
hero that Lotus XI instituted the Order of St Michael, 
in 1469 It is the birth place of Cha r les VIII and 
has been a residence, occasionally of the monarchs 
of France. Here, m 1560, was formed the frmous 
conspiracy which bears the name of Amboise, against 
the Gmsea. According to the present division of 
France, it is in the Department of Indre-et Loire 
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D’ANGELY (SAINT-JEAN) 

An ancient town, formerly of Saintongc, between 30 and 
40 miles from Rochelle. It was besieged by the Count 
de la Rochefoucauld in 1562, who was obliged to raise 
the siege. It was afterwards taken by the Huguenots, 
and retaken by Henry III. in 1569, after a ^igorous 
siege The Huguenots again got possession of it, but 
Louis XIII., in 1621, rased the fortifications. According 
to the republican division of France, Saint-Jean-d’Angcly 
belongs to the Department of the Lower Charente. 

ANGERS. 

A large city, formerly the capital of the Duchy of Anjou, 
bmlt at some small distance from where the Loire and 
Sarte empty themselves into the nver Maine, about 200 
miles south-west of Pans. Near it is a large quarry of 
slate stones. According to the new division of France 
into departments, it belongs to that of the Maine-et- 
Loire, of which it is the chief town. It has 30,000 
inhabitants 


AVIGNON 

An ancient and large city in France, adjoining to that 
beautiful part of it lately called Provence, formerly 
belonging to the Pope, and, for the space of sixty-two 
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years, the residence of the Popes then h^mg from 
Clement V down to Gregory XI It was prirchaaed in 
1348, of Joan, Queen of Sicily end Countess of Provence, 
together with the small temtory round it called the 
Comtat de Vcnaissin It has latterly been governed by 
a vice legato, who resided m the papal palace built by 
John XXII It was a uni\'eTSity and the seat of the 
tribunal of the Inquisition It has many fine churches 
and the remains of a bridge over the Rhfine, which 
passes under its walls. The French took possession of 
it in 1768, and on the extmcticn of the order of Jesuits, 
in 1774, gave it up ogam to the See of Home It is at 
present the chief town of the Bepartruent of Vaudnse, 
and computed to bo 540 miles south of Pans. At the 
church of the Cordehera, or Franciscan Friars, strangers 
vish the tomb of Laura, rendered famous to postenty by 
her lover Petrarch The fountain of Vauduse, which 
gives name to the department, supphes the river Sorgues, 
which runs through Avignon to mingle its waters with 
the Rhfine. 

‘ It hath DO trade that I could observe, says 
Roberts, an Enghsh merdiant, m 1677 ‘ though I have 

often been there. It is subject to the Pope, and he 
permitting Jews to inhabit hero, they are found the 
principal pedlara, for merchants I cannot call them. 
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The city is said to have seven palaces, seven panshes, 
seven monastenes, seven nunnenes, seven ipns, and 
seven gates.” 

BAR-LE-DUC. 

The capital of the former Duchy of Barrois, a considerable 
country m France, on both sides of the Meuse, betwixt 
Lorrame and Champagne The House of Lorraine did 
homage for it to France, until it was ceded to that 
monarchy by the Treaty of the Pyrenees. At the Treaty 
of Ryswick it was restored to the House of Lorrame, 
and lastly, by a treaty dated in 1736, it was given to 
Stanislaus I , King of Poland, on condition that it should 
be restored to France at his death, which happened in 
1766. Bar-le-Duc was built by a Duke of Lorrame, m 
the year 951, and has a handsome, but not strong castle. 
It IS divided into the upper and lower town, m the 
former stands the ducal palace, the latter is washed 
by the httle river Omam, famous for its trout. The 
wines of Bar are excellent, and do not yield, to those 
of Champagne It is about 168 miles eastward of 
Pans On account of the feudahty of its addition 
(Le Due) it IS now called by the Republic of France 
Bar-sur-Omam, and is the chief town of the Depart- 
ment of the Meuse Its mhabitants are computed 
at 10,800. 
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BAYONNE, OR BAIONNE 
A very rich, strong and commercdal aty of France, 
formerly making part of the Government of Guienne. 
It has three castles with a citadel, and was pnnci 
pally fortified by Vauban It is situated on the nvers 
Nivo and Adour, at the distance of throe miles from 
the sea. The entrance of the harbour is difBcult, 
bnt vessels ride in it with safety Bayonne is famous 
for its hams it carries on a great trade m wool 
and other articles That weapon, so decisive in 
battle, the bayonet, takes hs name from this town 
Bayonne is distant from Pans about 370 miles south 
west According to the present division of France, 
it belongs to the Department of the Lower Pyre- 
nees The number of its inhabitants is compntfcd 
to bo some ii/xm The congress mentioned in these 
Memoirs took place In 1566, and the object of It is 
supposed to have been the extirpation of Huguenot 
isra in France- 

BfeARN 

A province in France, and once a pnnapahty, bordering 
on Aragon, Gascony properly so-called and the 
Lower Armagnac, fix. It is included in the Depart 
ment of the Ixrwer Pyrenees of the present Republic 
of FranceL. It was the patrimony of Henry King of 
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Navarre, afterwards Henry the Great of France, who, 
during the civil wars, was called the Bernese. His son, 
Louis XIIL, annexed it to the Crown of France in 1620. 
It IS a mountainous country, and has mines of copper, 
lead and iron. The plains are fertile, but produce no 
other gram than millet and oats , on the hills are vine- 
yards, which furnish plenty of ■wine of a most excellent 
quality. In 1695 the number of its inhabitants was 
estimated at 198,000. They are strong and active, 
industnous and sober, of quick parts, and selfish. 
They emigrate yearly in great numbers to work in 
Spam. Pau was formerly the capital of B6arn. 

BLOIS. 

An ancient and beautiful city, formerly the capital of the 
Blasois, in the Generality of Orleans. It is pleasantly 
situated on the Loire, and has a magnificent castle, m 
which the Kings of France made their occasional resi- 
dence. Henry Duke of Guise was killed here m 
1588. The town has a number of beautiful fountains 
and a noble bndge. The inhabitants are polite and 
well-bred, and are said to speak the French tongue 
in its greatest perfection. Blois is about 150 miles 
south-west of Pans. It is at present the chief town 
in the Department of the Loire - et - Cher, and has 
12,000 inhabitants. 
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BROUAGE 

A handsome end Btroag town m France, formerly 
bokragmg to Salntonge, with a harbour Its salt 
works are the moet considerable of the whole king 
dom, and produce a greet revenue It is atnated 
near Bordeaux, and at the distance of about 300 miles 
south west of Paris 


CAHORS 

Was taken m 1581 (the first time that petards were 
ever used), and Henry earned the place, as tds Queen 
has described, by assault, and with great loss. Cahors 
is situated npon the nver Lot, which nearly surrounds 
It, and IS neitber ccmaderable for its size nor buildings. 
At the time Margaret wrote her Memoirs it was 
the capital of Querd, In the Gonerahty of Montauban 
and a bishopric, a suf&agan of Alhd, There are re- 
maining the r nini of an amphitheatre, which ahow it 
to have been a town of great andqmty It had a 
university, founded m 1333, but suppressed in 1751 
The Viscount do Cossac is a vassal to the boahop, and 
when the latter takes possession of the see, the vassal 
13 boxmd to the fblkmmg singular service. He is to 
wait for the bishop at the gates of the town bare 
headed, without his cloak, and with one leg and foot 
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naked, except a slipper. In this dress he is to take 
the bridle of the mule on which the bishop ndes, and 
lead on to the episcopal palace He is afterwards to 
wait on the bishop at dmner, habited in the same 
manner , and far this service he claims the bishop’s 
mule and his sideboard of plate, both of which were 
commuted for 3,000 livres, money to be paid. But 
this feudal custom is done away by the Revolution m 
France, and Cahors is now the chief town of the 
Department of Lot. It is distant 390 miles south of 
Pans, and has 10,000 mhabitants. 

CAMBRAY. 

A very fair, large and strong city of the Low Countnes, 
the capital of what was formerly the Cambresis. Mar- 
garet speaks of it as if it was no more than a bishopnc , 
but, according to Vosgien, it was, as early as 1559, 
made the seat of an archbishop, with the title of Duke, 
Charles V bmlt the citadel and fort. It was taken 
from the Spaniards by the King of France in 1677, 
and confirmed to that Crown by the Treaty of Nime- 
guen, to which it belonged to the time of the Revolution 
The city is of great antiqmty, it being the pnncipal 
seat of the Roman colomes in this country. The 
Scheldt runs through the city and divides it into two 
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parts. It IS distant about lao miles to the north of 
Pans, and is now reckoned in the Department of the 
Nord. Its popidabon amounts to 15,000 sonls. 

CASTELNAUDARY 

A considerable town In the former provmce of Lan 
gnedoc, the capital then of Lauragnais It is sitnated 
on a small, eminence near the canal, m a country which 
prodnces a great deal of wheat-com It is 450 miles 
southward of Paris, and, by the new division of France, 
is in the Department of the Ande (so named from a 
nver), of which the chief town is Caxcasonne. 

CHASTELET 

This place, which Margaret has called OuisUUt, i3 
L$ CaUkt, aitnated in the province formerly called 
Picardy It stands, as Margaret has here de sc ribed 
It, at the distance, according to Voagien of four 
leagues sonth of Cambray or about la EngKsh miles. 
That author describes it as a umall town in the former 
province of Picardy The Spaniards took it in 1557, 
Emce which it hag been taken and retaken. It is 
situated la miles sonth of Cambray Picardy is en 
tirely mcluded in the Department of the \isne, from 
a nver so called. 
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DINANT 

A town once belonging to the late principality of Li^ge, 
butj since the French Revolution, included in the De- 
partment of Sanibre - et - Meuse. It has been built 
since the sixth century. It was taken by the French 
in 1554 and in 1G75, was restored to the Bishop 
of Liege, by the Peace of Ryswick, m 1697. Its for- 
tifications were demolished in 1703. It has but one 
pnncipal street, and its terntory is much narrowed by 
a high mountain, on which stood a castle In 1466 it 
was taken by assault by Philip Duke of Burgundy, 
after a stout defence, when nearly all its inhabitants 
were either killed or drowned. It stands near the river 
Meuse, on the nght bank, and has a stone bridge over 
it. The country about it produces marble and iron 
ore It is situated 36 miles south-west of Liege, 15 
miles south-east of Namur, and 45 miles south-east of 
Mons. 

DREUX. 

The battle of Dreux was fought on December 19th, 1562, 
when the Huguenots were defeated, and the Prince of 
Cond6, their chief, was made pnsoner. The Pnnce of 
Navarre (afterwards Henry IV.) was present, though 
only nme years old, and his remarks upon the mis- 
conduct of the conquered army are recorded for their 
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acuteness. A sermon was preached there until late 
in the last century on the onmversary of defeat, 
which is mentioned here as one amongst innumer 
able instances of the prejodicos of party Dreox is an 
anaent town of the late Isle of France, but now in 
eluded m the Department of Enre et Lcare. Henry 
IV took this town in 1593 It Hhr a considerable 
manu^ctory for coarse cloths, fit for army rinthing 
It IB situated about 50 mHea west of Pans, 

EAUSE 

Is a small, but very old town, In what was called 
Gascony, and a &>TFante situation of the Romans, 
now inchided in the Department of Gars, so called firom 
a river running through it of the same name, which 
empties itself into the Garoime below Agon 

HTJi 

A town bdongmg formerly to the Principality of Liige 
but which, sinca the French Revolntion is included 
In the Department of Onrthe, of winch Liigo is the 
chief town- It had once a which is now in 

nnns, and has a handsome bndge over the Meuse. 
It WES taken by the French m 1693 and retaken by 
the confederates the year following It was taken again 
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from the French, 1703, by the confedeiate army under 
the Duke of Marlborough, retaken by the French in 
1705, and again repossessed by the confederates in 
the same yeat. It is about 14 miles south of Liege, 
and nearly 17 miles north-east of Namur 

ISSOIRE. 

An ancient small town, m the Government of Lyonnais 
and Lower Auvergne, according to the old order of 
things, but, by the present new disposition, making 
a part of the Puy-de-Ddme, so called from a moun- 
tain of that name. It was besieged and taken by the 
Duke of Alen^on in 1577, which is mentioned in these 
Memoirs of Margaret , and by Henry IV. in 1590. 
It stands on the nver Couze, 270 miles southward 
of Pans 

JARNAC. 

The battle of Jamac was fought March 13th, 1569, when 
Henry Duke of Anjou, afterwards Henry III., de- 
feated the Huguenots. Jarnac is a considerable vil- 
lage, in what was formerly styled the Angoumois, but 
now included m the Department of the Charente. It 
stands on the nver Charente, south-by-east of Pans 
about 300 miles. 
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LA F^RE, 

A small town, m the late prmmco of Picardy, but 
now included in the Department of the Aisnc, so 
called from a nver, a gre eably to the present new 
order of things in France. It was remarkable for a 
school of artillery, and a roanafactory of gunpowder 
It stands on the n\-ei» Serre and Oise distant from 
Pans about go miles north by-cast. 


LlfeGE, 

By the Germans called Lmck or Luyck, and Luttig 
(in Latin Leodiuxn, Lego, Leodiccm), is a populous 
and large aty, with a consideTable temtoiy, fonneriy 
making part of Germany and belonging to the drde 
of \\ estphaha, the seat of a bashop, who was a Pnnee 
of the Empire, and a rof&agan of Cologne but, smeo 
the French Rerohitjon, it is become the dnef town 
of the Department of Ourtbe, thus called from the 
name of a nrer which joins the Meuse at this place. 
This htshopnc pms transferred hither from Tongres 
by St Hubert m the year 709. Before the late 
Revolution, it was a kind of republic, governed by 
the pnnee, hisbop, and the states of the coxmtry 
belongmg to it m which liberty, as far os ccmsistent 
with good order, was enjoyed by stranger as well as 
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native, under a mild and equitable popular govern- 
ment. The bishops were chosen from amongst the 
canons belongmg to the cathedral, consisting of sixty 
m number, all of them noble, either by birth or patent 
of creation. It was a free, imperial city, and had a 
university. In 1691 it was bombarded, and in 1701 
its bishop dehvered it up to the French, from whom 
the Allies recovered it in the year following. In 1705 
it was in danger of bemg taken by the French, but 
the Duke of Marlborough reheved it by a forced 
march By the Treaty of Baden, in 1714, it was 
restored to the prmce-bishop. Notwithstandmg the 
size of this city and its suburbs, its population was 
never estimated at more than 100,000 souls Its 
foreign trade is considerable, chiefly in arms and other 
ironware, coals, hops, marble, hme, sulphur, alum, 
beer, &c , the produce of its mmes and soil The 
churches and pubhc bmldmgs of Li&ge are remarkable 
for neatness and beauty , the bndges and pubhc con- 
duits are magnificent. The quays, extending along 
the Meuse, are planted with trees, having a charmmg 
effect. The city itself stands m a large and fertile 
valley, and has the nver Meuse entenng it in two 
branches, accompanied with lesser streams, which 
form many delightful islands Liege is about 30 miles 
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north east of Namur, 70 east of Mon*, and about aio 
north east of Pans 


LYONS 

A large, famous, strong and nch aty, the second in 
France, the capital of Lyonnais, acordtng to the andent 
disposibon, but agreeably to the present order of things, 
the chief town of the Department of the Rh6ne. It 
waa founded by the Roman consul, Luaus Minnaus 
Plancus forty-one yeara before the birth of Chnst 
It stands on the nver Hh6ae, where the Sahne meets 
and joins it, and which nver, like a wife loses its own 
name and takes its hasband s, both being then known 
only by the name of Rhhne till they reach the Medi 
terranean Sea. The history and corioeities of Lyons 
form volumes. It will bo sofBdent here to mention 
its fine square called the Belle Conr its former H6tal 
de ViUe, now it is presumed, styled the Muniapality 
House, and the two hoepatals of La Chanrt and Hfitel 
Dieu, the most commodious and the cleanliest per 
hapa, m Europe. Over the Sahno there are many 
bridges that tbr mv n over the Rhhne is 260 toises, or 
550 yards m length. Its trade consists chiefly in 
manufactures of ailk gold and silver stufe laces, 
&C. m which Its merchants deal very extensively It 
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IS 120 miles north of Avignon and nearly 230 south 
of Pans. The number of its inhabitants is computed 
to be 160,000. 

MAS-D’AGEN'OIS. 

A little town on the nver Garonne, at the distance of 
3 miles from Marmande, a city of some trade, 36 miles 
from Bordeaux. 

METZ. 

An ancient and considerable city of France, once impe- 
nal, m the country formerly called Messm, a bishopnc 
under the archbishop of Tners, the bishop of it taking 
the title of Pnnce of the Holy Roman Empire, and 
formerly the residence of a parliament, with a citadel, 
now the chief town of the Department of the Moselle 
In 1552 this city put itself under the protection of 
Henry II and was confirmed to the Crown of France 
by the Treaty of Westphaha. The Emperor Charles V. 
besieged it m 1552 with a large army, but the town 
being well defended by Henry Duke of Gmse, the 
Emperor thought proper to raise the siege and with- 
draw his forces. The cathedral is esteemed the finest 
in France. The canons were all noblemen, and smce 
1777 had the pnvilege of having a cross borne before 
them. The Jews have a particular part of the aty 
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assigned them, •mth a oynagoguo. Mots was sop- 
posed to contain 36,000 Inhabitants, bat, according to 
another computation, 40,000 In 1760 a royal society 
was established hero for the cultivation of the arts 
and smencea- It ia situated on the confluence of 
the Moselle and Seflle, over which rivers it has two 
handsome bridges. It is about 3oo miles to the east 
ward of Paris. Betwixt Metz and Pont & Mousson, at 
a small distance from the former, are the remains of a 
Roman aqueduct whi<;h was earned over the Moselle 
from one moan tain to another and called the Pont 
Jovy, from the village near it The c ountr y people 
of the neighbourhood supposed it to be a real bridge, 
and the work of the devil 

This dty must not bo confounded with Mentz, or 
Mayonce, a great town in Germany, at which the art 
of prmtmg was first discovered and used in 1440 ^ 

MONCONTOUR. 

A town in France, in the Mirebalais, formerly making 
a part of Pdtoa, and now belonging to the Depart 
ment of the Vendte, the two Sevres, or Vienne, all 
names of nvers Poitou, being a largo province, made 
three divisions of the eighty tliree mto which France 
was parcelled out by the constituting or first assembly 
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after the Revolution. At Moncontour Henry III. 4 e- 
feated the Admiral Coligny in October, 1569. It lies 
south-west of Pans about igo miles. 

MONS. 

An ancient, strong and handsome city in the Low Coun- 
tries, at the time of these Memoirs the capital of 
Austnan Hainault, but now the chief town of the 
Department of Jemappes. It was taken by the Duke 
of Alva in 1572, and by Loms XIV. in 1691. The 
Allies took it in 1705, after which, by the Peace of 
Utrecht, it was given to the House of Austria , the 
French took it again on the 10th of July, 1746, and it 
was restored to Austna by the Peace of Ai\-la-Chapelle 
It stands on the nver Trouille, surrounded by marshes. 
The town is built on very uneven ground, from whence 
it denves its name. It is situated 21 miles from 
Valenciennes and 160 from Pans, both of them to 
the north-east 

MONTAUBAN 

A fine, rich city of France, formerly the capital of 
Querci, and a generality It has been the see of a 
bishop, the suffragan of Toulouse, since the year 1317, 
and is now included in the Department of the Lot, 
of which Cahors is the chief town. The cathedral is 

18 
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a modern edifice, and is a very beantifnl building 
The quay of Foncanit, or FaUise, is a pablic walk 
esteemed very handsome. The bishops palace and 
the conduit, named Griffon, are remarkable stmc 
tures. The Inhabitants of Montanban, in 157a, declared 
themselves to be Huguenots, and fortified their town 
Louis XIII , son of Henry IV , laid siege to it m 
i6ai, which ho was obliged to raise. In 1629 the 
town submitted, and Cardinal Richohen, who con 
ducted the affairs of Prance at that time, caused the 
fortificatians to be levelled with the ground In 1753 
a literary academy was established m this dty It 
IS divided into three parts, the old town and the new, 
with Boarbon, which is separated from the former 
two by the river Tame. It is distant from Pans 
430 miles south, and about 30 miles from Cahors. 
Its population amounts to ao,ooo souls. 

NAMUR. 

A strong, rich, and largo dty, with a noble castle, in 
the Netheriands, and fonnerly the capdtal of the 
coxmty of the same name, but at present the chief 
town of the Department of the Sambre et Meuse, 
on the ccmfluonce of which nvers it stands. The 
cathedral, which was begun in 1750, is a handsome 
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building, as are the churches lately belonging to the 
Recollects and Jesuits. Louis XIV. took this city in 
1692, three years after which it was retaken by 
William III. and the Allies. It was again bombarded 
by the French, and taken, in 1704, and, in 1713, re- 
stored to the House of Austria, when, by the Barrier 
Treaty, it was committed to the keeping of the States- 
General. In 1746 the French took it again; it was 
afterwards restored to the House of Austna, and the 
Dutch garnsons were to evacuate that city, and the 
others which they held m pursuance of the Earner 
Treaty, in the year 1782. It is situated nearly 36 
miles south-west of LiSge, 37 miles east of Mons, 18 
miles south-west of Huy, and 15 miles north-west of 
Dmant. 


NAVARRE. 

A small kmgdom, bordenng on Spain, divided into two 
parts, called the Upper and the Lower Navarre. 
Upper Navarre belongs to Spam, and is bounded by 
the Pyrenean mountams, having an extent of about 
90 miles in length and 70 miles in breadth. It is 
now one of the finest provinces in Spam, and has 
roads cut through the mountams with prodigious 
labour. The air of this provmce is reckoned the best 

18 — 2 
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and purest of all Spain, and, although it is covered 
■with mountains, the soil of it ia nevertheless fertile 
It abounds with game, and hAa several iron mines 
The natives are polite, hvely, and Indastrioua, and do 
not want an acuteness of genins for the eaeaces or 
pohtical aflaira- Navarre is governed by a Viceroy, 
and enjoya very particular privileges. It is divided 
into five districts, the capitals of which are, Pampeluna, 
Estella, Tudella, OUta, and Sanguesa Lower NaVarre 
now belongs to Franco, and is separated from the 
Upper by the Pyrenees, and now is included in the 
two departments named from these mountains. Con 
trary to the Upper Navarre, the Lower is mountainous 
pnd etoriJa- Louis XIII as the heir of his grandmother 
Joan dAIbret, onitod the Lower Navarre and B^am to 
the Crown of Franco in 1630 The domain of Navarro 
extended to Bordeaux and Toulouse, both of which 
cities had theu parHaments. The Lower Navarre ex 
tended 24 miles in length and 15 miles in breadth 

NfiRAC. 

A handsome city, in the province formerly called Gas 
cony, in the Condomois belonging to the Government 
of Gulonne and Generality of Bordeaux, now included 
m the Department of the Lot et Garonne. It was 
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formerly the chief city of a duchy belonging to Albret, 
King of Navarre, who, with the rest of the Sovereigns 
of Navarre, made his residence in it. During the 
sixteenth century, the Huguenots are said to have 
exercised hornd cruelties here. However, it appears 
from Peter Eisenberg’s “ Travels through France,” 
quoted by Martin Zeiller, in his “ Reisebeschreibung 
durch Frankreich,” 1674, that there was a court of 
justice here {chamhrc-impatitc), the judges of which 
were half Huguenots and half Catholics; from which 
we may conclude the Huguenots became latterly more 
moderate than Vosgien has represented them in the 
last sentence taken from his “Geographic Umverselle ” 
The nver Baise, which, by the means of sluices, is 
rendered navigable to this city, divides it into two 
parts, called Great and Little Nfirac. Here, as men- 
tioned by Margaret in her Memoirs, the King of 
Navarre had a magnificent castle, adorned ivith gardens 
and walks of cypress, laurel, and pomegranate trees. 
Jodocus Sincerus, who wrote an “ Itmeranum Galhse ” 
from his own observations in his travels through 
France, printed at Amsterdam in 1649, says he was 
shown there a large and flounshing cypress tree, 
which was planted by the hands of Henry IV., an 
omen of his future greatness N6rac is 55 miles 
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8crath-ea5t of Bordeaux, and nearly 450 miles south 
by west of Paris 

PAU 

A beautifol little aty, formerly the capital of B^am, 
and the seat of a parliament, but now the chief town 
of the Department of the Lower Pyrenees, It has a 
castle famous as the place where Henry IV was bom, 
on December 13th, 1557 Its popnlataon is reckoned 
to amount to 9,000 soola. 

PLESSIS-LES-TOURS 

A royal residence, buBt by Lotus XI , and the place 
where he died m 1463 It stands near Tours, in a 
pleasant sitnatioQ (See Totm in these Notes.) 

POISSI, OR POISSI 

A small but andent town, in what was lately called 
the Isle of France, now included in the Department 
of Seine et Oise It is situated near the Forest of 
Saint Gerrnam, on the left bank of the Seme, about 
18 nin«»;* distant from Paris. It is famous for the 
assembly held there c on cerning the points of religion 
in dispute betwixt the Cathobcs and the Protestants, 
in those Memoirs, the CoQcgus, CoUoqny or 
Gmferonce, of Poiasy It was the residence of the 
Kings of France, and the birth place of Saint Louis 
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POITIERS. 

A very large and considerable city of France, formerly 
in the Generality of Orleanais, the metropohs of the 
Province of Poitou, a bishopnc and suffiragan of the 
Archbishop of Bordeaux, and a celebrated university; 
but, since the Revolution, it is become the chief town 
of the Department of Vienne, from a nver of that name. 
The city is ill-built, and not mhabited m proportion to 
its extent. It had fifteen parishes and a great number 
of convents There are, in and near it, many remams 
of buildmgs of great antiqmty, particularly a palace 
said to have been built by the Emperor Galhenus, and 
a tnumphal arch, which serves as a gate. In the 
middle of the square, once called the Place Royale, 
stood a pedestnan statue of Loms XIV, It is famous 
for a battle fought between our renowned Black Pnnce 
and the French under IGng John, in the year 1356, 
m which John was taken pnsoner, and afterwards 
brought to England It is situated on a nsmg 
ground, watered by the nver Clam, 63 miles distant 
from Tours, and about 220 miles south-west of Pans 

R^OLE (LA) 

A small town on the nght bank of the Garonne, 24 
miles south-east of Bordeaux. 
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A voy anaent, great, fine and poprJoo* aty of France. 
Before the Revolution it ■was the metropolis of the 
Gcnerabty of Champagne, the see of an aichtnshop, 
who was the first dnlce and peer of France, and a 
university town but by the changes brought about by 
that event, it became a part of the Department of the 
Marne. Here the Kings of France were anomted, an 
office claimed exclusively by the archbishop. It ha* a 
large square, m which was erected a statue of Louis X\^ 
The cathedral was bmit in the thuteenth century and 
u esteemed the most perfect model of Gothic archi- 
tecture in the whole kingdom and according to some, 
m all Europe. The portal i* greatly admired by the 
c nn ous. It stands m a plam surrounded by hiQs, and 
produce* wine of a most excellent quality and is •watered 
by the nvcr Veslc at the distance of loo miles north 
east of Pans. Its population is computed at 31,000 


SAtNT-GERMAINS, or SAINT GERMAIN EN 
LAYE, 

\ handsome town, formerly making part of the Isle of 
France, but now inctuded m the Department of the 
Seme-et Oise. It has been a residence of the Kings 
of France, many of w h om have, from time to time, 
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made additions to it. It is remarkable for havmg been 
the place of retreat assigned to our James II. when he 
abdicated these kmgdoms, and here it was he died. 
Louis XIV. was bom there, September 5th, 1638 
The palace is much admired for its beautiful situation 
and prospects, its delightful gardens and noble forest. 
It stands on the Seme, 12 miles north-west of Pans 

SAINTONGE. 

A former provmce of France, now comprehended in the 
Department of the Lower Charente, a nver which, run- 
nmg north and south, divides it into two parts. The 
soil produces wine, com and fmits m abundance. Salt is 
produced there. The breed of horses is much admired 
and valued 

SENS 

An ancient and beautiful city of France, formerly 
belonging to the Government of Champagne and the 
metropohs of S6n€nais, the see of an archbishop, who 
assumed the title of Pnmate of the Gauls and Ger- 
many, but now mcluded m the Department of Yonne 
The city is not peopled m proportion to its size, though 
well situated for trade, m the midst of a fine, fertile 
country, and on the confluence of the nvers Vanne 
and Yonne. It stands about 60 miles south-east of 
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whilst he was ambassador from France to Kmg James, 
and, being found equally good as if firesh from the weD, 
It has been an article of importation over smce. The 
Airtues of these waters are more particularly eiplamed 
by the celebrated Ho&nan who first established the 
practice of analjrsation of mineral springs , and after 
him by our countryman, Dr Shaw, m his “ Obeorva 
tions on Modicmal Waters," 


TOULOUSE 

A \ery anaent and large dty, and the moet conaderahle 
one m France It belonged to the former province of 
Languedoc, and was itself a county an archbishop s 
see, and celebrated univeraity According to the revo- 
lutionary division mto DepartmontE, it is the chief 
town of that of the Upper Garoune. The town house, 
or H6tel de Ville, was called the Ctpfioi, and the 
rfinwilw were styled Capttculs This city is not peopled 
in proportion to its size, and, though well situated for 
trade, has but a wrnflTI share of it It stands on the 
nght bank of the Garonne over which is a handsome 
bridge, near the end of the Canal of Languedoc. It is 
distant from Pans about 450 mllos west The number 
of its m habit ants is computed to be 56 000. 
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A fair, large, and nch city of France, formerly oOvc" - 
to the Government of Orleanais and the irelroo'-// '/ 
the Duchy of Touraine, an archbishop’s rxe, : 
generality, but now the chief tov.m of the Uep-arim^'" 
of the Indre-et- Loire It had heretofore a 
of nobles, dedicated to Saint lilartin, to -Mhieh i f- 
Kings of France, from time immemonal, bclons^ed, a- 
abbot and premier canon. The church beiongrg io 
frhic; illustrious chapter is esteemed one of the lar'^-e ' 
in France. There is Hkervise a cathedral, belon^m'/ 
to tvhich is a library filled vdth manuscripts, 'J; <■; 
city carries on a considerable trade in dibs manu- 
factured here. It is . siruated in a beautiful pl^-o 
betvreen the Cher and the Loire, over v'iich Lot river 
a brtdge mas constructed in ryjy, part of -..hioh fell 
as soon as firusueu. It is distant trom Lards about 
rthes sonth-tvest. Its pcpulation amounts to 
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